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The Max HA TER, a Comedy of Five Acls, afed at 
Paris at the Theatre of the Palace-Royal, June 
4%, 1666. 


Hs comedy is looked upon by the polite na- 
tions as the moſt perfect piece of all French 
comedy. If we examine the object of it, it is a uni- 
verſal criticiſm on mankind; and if we conſider the 


conduct of it, we ſhall find that the whole of it re- 


lates to the Man-Hater, whom we always have in 
view, and who is the centre from whence the rays 
of light flow which Thed themſelves round the other 
characters and enlighten them. The indulgent Phi- 
© lintes, who, without either cenſuring or loving other 
men, bears with their faults only from the neceſſity 
he is under of living amongſt them, and from the 
impoſſibility of making them better, forms an hap- 
py contraſt to the rigid Alceſtes, who, unwilling to 
concur with the follies of men, deſpiſes and rails at 
them becauſe they are vicious. The plot is not ve- 
ry lively, but the author has united, with great ver- 


| fimilitude, ſome characters which by their manners 
I oppoſed to, or compared with that of Alceſtes, might 


more or leſs play off the love of vanity, coquettry, 
J jcalouſy, ſlander, and almoſt every folly which man- 


0 kind are guilty of. One would think that Miſan- 
I thropy ſhould be incompatible with love, but here 


a * in love with a coquette, furniſhes the 
A 2 : 
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author with new ſprings to unſold his character more | 
perfeckly. Thi is is one of thoſe kind of ſtrokes "which i 
art alone, unlefs guided by good taſte,” and inſpired $ 
by genius, 18 incapable of. Moliere in expoſing the * 
whimſical humour of Alceſtes intended not to dif- 
credit that which was the ſouree and principle of it, 
it was the roughneſs cf a virtue not ſociable: eniough, | 
nor complaiſant enough to haman weakneſs which 
he ridiculed,.and was the fault which he endeayeur- | | 
ed to reform in the age. 

Tres: ſtrokes were too ſine to ſtrike ſpectators 
who had been accuſtomed to ſtronger colours; they 
could not bring to a comedy that degree of attenti- 
on which was neceflary to difcover the delicate paſ- 
ſages that have been fince admired in this piece; 
the noble comic humour which reigns in it was not 
perceived, and it met with but a cool reception, not- 

* wichſtanding the purity and elegance of the ſtile. | 

Ir is reported that an odd accident was the occa- 
fion of this; the firſt time it was repreſented, after 
the reading of Orontes's ſong, the pit gave applauſe; 
but Aleeſtes ſhewed afterwards in the ſame ſcene 
that the thoughts and verſe of that fong were ſuch | 
fooliſh ſtuff as good ſenfe would deſpiſe; upon which 
the. public being confounded at having taken its part, 
were diguſted at the piece. This however did not 
diſcourage Moliere; he thought it proper to endea- 
your to bring back the fpeQators by ſome piece not 
ſo good, but more diverting, in hopes that the pub- | 
lie might be intenfibly brought to diſcover the beau- | 
ties and know the value of the good one: whereup- 
on he added the Mocx-DocTor'to the Man-Ha- 

TER, and then Alceſtes paſſed under the name of 
Sganarel; but as ſoon as he found that the merit of 
the latter piece was known, he ſuppreſſed the for- 


„ 


| mer; and had it not been for this contrivance, the 
INMax-HarER would have fallen a victim to igno- 
Trance and injuſtice. The ſucceſs it then had was 


* . 2 by 4 
no diſgrace to the Mock - Doc rok, their different 
natures were only diſtinguiſhed, and the little piece 
ſtill affords infinite delight to the ſpectators. 
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Dv Bois, Alceſtes 5 valet. » 


CET BR. 


ALCESTES, in love with Celimene. 
PHiLINTES, friend to Alceſtes. 

OnRonTEs, in love with Celimene. 

CELIMENE, in love with. Alceſtes. 

EIL IAN TE, couſin to Celimene. 

ARS IN OE, friend to Celimene. 

ACASTES. ant | _ 
8 Marquiſſes, 1 
Baso E, Celimene's valet. | 
A GvuarD of the court of the mareſchals of 3 
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ACT. 1. SCENE IL 
em LINTSS AL ct s TE. 


p HILIN TES. 


7 AY what is the matter? What difturbs- 
3 Going) Lal po, 8 me. 


AN Mn Punuilintes. No; I will not till you tell 


me what unaccountable humour. has taken 1 


Alceſtes. Pray be gone: 

 Philintes. cee you n, Hear a me Wabbus 
being angry. 

Alceſtes. No; I: chose c be angry, and will not 
hear you. 

Philintes. Well, when you are in thoſe ſplenetic 
fits, you are beyond my comprehenſion; but as you 


are my. fry nd, I ſhall not perfiſt 
Alceſtes rifing haſtily. ] I your friend? Who told 


you ſo? Pray ſcratch that name out of your books. 

It is tfue I once thought that I might place a confi. 

n i Lot but I will have no ſhare in a falſe 
A. 4 
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heart; ; after what I have r diſcovered, I im F 


the title. 


Philintes. I perceive then you think me to blame. 
Alceſtes. What you have been guilty of is inex- Þ 
cuſable; every honeſt man is ſcandalized at it, and 
you ought to be confaunded with ſhame. Was I | 


not a witneſs to your great profeſſions of friendſhip? 


Did. I not fee you almoſt ſmother him with your ea- ; 
reſſes? Did not you promiſe bim, with- oaths, im- 


precations and proteſtations of friendſhip; and when 
E afked yon who this man was who had ſo much me- 
rited your favour, you could ſcarce tell me his name, 
and no ſooner was his-back turned, than you began 
to refleCt againſt him, and treated him with the ut- 
moſt contempt? Surely ſuch mean treacherous be- 
haviour, ſuch proſtitution of honour, a profeſſing 
ſuch ſentiments, is not to be pardoned. The wretch 


that can be guilty of fo far wronging his own con- 


fcience, deſerves to be hanged, or that he ſhould 


hang bimſelf, rather than endure the contempt bat 


every man of honour! muſt! have for lim. 
Philintes. No; I vill ſhew a little more affecti- 
on to my own dear ſelf, for can tee ino ſuch fault 
in it as ta deferve hanging; notwithſtahding theifen- 
rence you have n on me, I deſign to ene yutle 


bongtree {its oe I gol eee 
. Your ebulfoonery i is as ſcandalous as your! 
Aattery! W : Af A 


Philintes. But pray what would you bare me to 
do? Talk ſeriouſly. ä 
e tceſtés. Why, ay acthing dat en 


vour heart: be fingere, OI as _—__ man mn 


410. IS | 75 * 10 ' OFF 
-Philintes. It 1 cannot be Wr ang, in þ 0 


— 


of good manners, when a perſon makes great profeſ. 


—_—— aa » NM 


im 
ner, even if he uſes oaths to make you believe he is 
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bons ſor you, to return his civility in the fame man- 


ſmcere. 
Alceſtes. I abhor that abominable way, which 


your polite coxcombs make ule, of; nothing is ſo 
diſagreeable to me, as to, obſerve. the cant and gri- 
mace of theſe ſmiling, cringing, bragging, puppics, 
who treat a man of merit and a blackhead alike, and 
are always ſurfeiting you with their aſſurance of 
friendſhip. Pray what advantage can you expect to 
receive from a man who.can ſwear and make the ut- 
moſt proſeſſions of friendſhip for you, and no ſoon- 
er than you are gone, the very firſt coxcomb has an 
equal ſhare with you in his affections? 1 can think 
no other, than that the man who has an equal 
regard for every body, has not a fincere regard. for 
any body; and therefore if you are reſolved to be ſo 
complaiſant as to ſwear with the crowd, I muſt have 
no more. friendſhip with you, and therefore I give 
you back again all your fzliome compliments. 
Philintes. But we muft. always hays outward pro- 
ſeſſions of friendſhip and cir ity; cuſtom has made 
this neceſſarv. | 
Aleeſtes. Noz I muſt abk zor the infamous traffic of” 
* friendſhip; a man's. words ought to be 
the interpreters. of bis mind, and he ought to dif- 


dain all empty and unneceſſary compliments. 


Philintes. What you ſay weuld be ridiculcus and 
unſuferable, and wouit betray all, ſenſe of decen- 
cy; I have no right to fall out with every perſon I 
do not like, and tell them my rcaſqns for doing fo; 
and therefore I think it for the beneſit of ſociety, that 
J dilemble my ſentiments. 

Alceſtes. bu mould not difemble. | 

Philintes. Pray, would you tell that ſuperannu- 

= OY a 


10 THE MAN HATE R. f 
ated coquet Emilia, that her affected airs and paint 


ing are ſubjects of merriment to the whole town, L 


and that to ſet up for a n at her time of r 1s 3 

highly ridiculous? . 3 
Alceites. Moſt certainly. 1 

Philintes, Or to Dorilas, that he is an inſuffer- | 
able, troubleſome coxcomb; and that the boaſts of his 
courage and pedigree having teized and ſtunned to 
death every ear in the drawing-room ? A 

Alceſtes. Yes undoubtedly. 

Philintes. You certainly jeſt. 

Alceſtes. No, I am downright ſincere; J am fil- 
led with diftaſte and averſion at the whole world; 
for both court and city abound: with objects to pro- 
voke a ſenſible man; nothing but deceit, injuſtice, 
treachery, ſelfrſhneſs and flattery, prevail every 
where, ſo that I am reſolved to hate every body. 

_ Philintes. Well, I cannot help laughing when I 
fee you in this angry mood; your doctrine would 
make all men ſavages. T really think you and I re- 
ſemble the two brothers in Moliere's School for 
Huſbands. Aa 

Alceſtes. Pſhaw! away with your en 

Philintes. Not fo, but take my advice to leave off 
theſe conſtant wranglings; ycu certainly cannot be 
fo vain as to think to reform the world by it? if yon 
think ſo, you will find yourfelf much miſtaken; and 
as you have made ſo free with me, I muſt in return 
tell you, that this foolith peeviſh. humour of yours 
ſerves only to make you look ridiculous in the eyes 
of all your friends, and to make all the world laugh 
at you. 

Alceftes. This gives me great pleaſure, to hear 
chat the world langhs at me, for I have them all in 


7 w 


vo 
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27 { much contempt, that it would give me great un- 


eaſineſs to be thought wiſe by them. | 

Philintes. You are no friend to human nature. 

Alceſtes. I muſt confeſs I am not; I have the 
utmoſt contempt and averſion for it. 

Philintes. What; do you put in the whole human 
race? Is there nothing en nor nothing of real va · 
lue in the age? 

Alceſtes. No, nothing; for the whole human 
race are either fools or knaves, or ſuch as flatter peo- 
ple of this character; they know nothing of the ha- 
tred which every honeſt heart bears to vice. For ex- 
ample, behold' that villain with whom I am at law; 
tre 1 is eaſily diſcovered for what he is, notwithſtand-- 
ing his maſk, and people give him the character he 
deſerves, of a rogue and x cheat, yet he is well re- 
ceived even in the beſt companies, who laugh at his 
jeſts, and are not aſhamed to keep him company. 
And where he is competitor for any place he is ſure 
to carry it. This pricks me to the very foul, to fee 


vice treated with complaiſance. In ſhort, a deſert 


would n more agrocabſc than the ſociety of man- 


kind. 


Philintes. OR what reaſon have you-or I to make 
outfelves uneaſy about the manners of the age? Let 
us caſt a vail over the frailties of mankind, and view 
them with an eye of compaſſion let us be wiſe with 
temper, and avoid every extreme. This is true rea- 


fon and wiſdom, for the ſtiffneſs of Stoic virtue will 
not agree with the preſent age; he who ſets up 


for a corrector of the world, ought to have a degree 

of perfection ſuperior to mortal frailty; and there- 

tore he is generally looked upon in a diſagreeable 

and ridiculous light. I obſerve every day as well as 

* a hundred things that ought to be rectified, but 
A 6 
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we muſt make ourſelves as content wth ranking as 
we can. bi of 5 off 5 
Alceſtes. $0 by ghd: means, the to your 0 
pinion, a may is never to be in a paſſi dn, ſuppoſe his 
friend betray him, or he is cheaced out of his eſtates 
er his character is aſperſed by a villain? And can 
any perſun ſuffer all this without nn Fo Daene 
raiſed ? ot * 
Pnilintes. Indeed 1 can; for thoſe YM which 
put you into a paſſion, are only blemiſhes inſepar- 
able from human nature; it dees not ſurprize me 
more to fee a man a-betrayer of his truſt, a cheat, or 
2 tyrant,: than to ſce a wolf | growl with rage and 
fierceneſs, a monkey do mil um or a vulture rave: 
nous for prey. Aer | 
Alceſtes. Ha! ha! this is merry indeed; it ſents 
L am to fe2 myſelf betrayed, and torn to pieces, and 
dot — Sdeath! ! well, F will make no reply, there 
is ſomething ſo nen in this way of reaſon 
dig. 35 2 Hy ; 
Philintes. Truly you do well to be Gents it adds 


be proper for you to attend a little more diligently 


to your law-ſuit, and to thi over railing at your ad- 


verſary- 
Alceſtes. Not I SIO 


Philintes. Pray who wee you have for your fo | 


li citor? 


Alceſtes. Who? why nds; equity, val my ju 4 


right. 
Philintes. I een then you will not attend the 
judge. il . 
Alceſtes. Pray, for 1 reaſon mould winery 5" 
udge? is my cauſe doubtful or unjuſt? | 
Philintes. I do not affirm it is; but wn, you 
know, are precarious and 


[ 
1 


F. HE M. AN H, A F E. R. 1 


Alceſtes. Once for all I tell you I will not His 
3 one ſtep, whether my cauſe be right or wrong. 
Z Philinte 8., Pray do not be too conkident. | : 
Alceſtes. I will not move, 


ez i Philintes. Conſider your anzagonilt is + powenfu!, 
an and by his intereſt may ſpin out- , 
ns Alceſtes. That will make no en 72 
** Pbilintes. 1 am afraid you og lind you Have been 
ch in the wrong. 5 
r- KAleeſtes. I will wt to Sinks. 

e Philintes. But 

r i — Alceltes. Pray, what if I chuſe to Joſs; my cauſe? 
d F Phitintes.' Well, but aſter all | 

WR | Alceſtes. I am reſolved to ſee by the ive of this 


trial, whether it is poſſible for men to be fo abomi- 
S MF nably wicked, as in the face of the ES do 
me injuſtice, Ez 
2 Phbilintes. You are a moſt unaccountable cxea- 
ture! 
5 Alceſtes. I will put up with any loſs, let it be e- 
[ ver ſo great, that I may have the pleaſure and ſatis- 
faction to ſay that it was the goodneſs and Juftogls 
7 of it that made me loſe it. 
Philintes. But will not hou raking thus anke 
_ body laugh at vou? 
Alceſtes. That will give me pleaſure, it will this 
the folly of thoſe that laugh. 1 
Philintes: I would aik one queſtion 1 "a af- 
ter your pleading for all this exactneſs and confum- 
mate juſtice, does all this dwell with Celimene, the 
Jady to whom you have given your heart? It is weil 
known that her coquettith humour and malicious 
wit perfectly agree with the manners of the age; 
now when you hate thoſe qualifications i in others, I 
ſuppoſe you do not fee them faults in this charming 


a» 
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object? Both Eliante and Arſinoe have a ſincere af. 
fection for you, and behold you with eyes of ten - 1 
dernefs, but you deſpiſe them, and have 3 your 
love entirely upon Celimene. 3 

Alceſtes. I muſt confeſs the beauty of this young 
widow at preſent has overcome every conſideration; 
not but that I fee her faults, and condemn them ; | 
but ſhe has the art of pleaſing me, and I make no 
doubt but in time, my ſincere love, with a pro- 
per management, will e cure her * all theſe "WE 9 
vices. 4 
P hilintes. I find you think ſhe loves you; if ſo, | 
I muſt confeſs if you ean cure weg of theſe n it 
will be a moſt noble act. 2 f 

Alceſtes. If I was not perſuaded of this L-Goutd n 
not love her. i 

Philintes. But if ſhe ſnews this affection for you, 
why does the approbation of a rival give you ſo Wh ö 
uneaſineſs? 

Alceſtes. 3 come here for this very purpoſe, to 
tell her this fault, becauſe a heart deeply in love 
claims the whole of his n heart to N | 
ſelf. 50G 

Philintes. I muſt confeſs, was Tin your Austion, 
her couſin Eliante would have the whole of my e- 
ſteem; ſhe is generous and ſincere, and is every way 
worthy of you; beſides, her affection: is ere to be 
placed on you. | 8 | 
Alceſtes. I ſee this every v but Wor will not 
always be directed by reaſon, 

Philintes. Well, I doubt much of the ſucceſs of 
your paſſion, and it is poſſible 2 ann 
hopes may N 


: ON" 


q and underſtanding that you were here, I came to 
I make the moſt ſacred profeſſions of friendſhip to you: 
I have a long time ardently wiſhed to be ranked a- 


mongſt the number of your friends, from the excef- 


| 


| 
N 
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S CE'N:E AE 
ORONTES, ALCESTES, PHILINTES: 


ORONTES. 
EING informed that Eliante and Celimene 
were engaged in making the tour of the ſhops, 


ſive eſteem I have conceived for you: it is my am- 
bition, Sir, to do juſtice to merit, and I hope yon 


1 will not defpiſe a zealous friend of my rank. [Al- 


ceſtes ſtands muſing all the time of this ſpeech, and 
ſeems not to hear it.] Sir, I am ſpeaking to you, if 
you pleaſe. 
Alceſtes. Do you ſpeak to me, Sir? 
Orontes. Yes, Sir, I hope there is no offence? 
Aleſtes. Not in the leaſt, Sir, but it being an ho- 


# nous I did. not expect, I muſt confeſs it ſurprizes 


me. 
Orontes. Why, Sir, you may challenge this fa- 
vour from the whole world, and therefore the ex. 
preſſions of my eſteem ought not to ſurprize you. 
Alceſtes. Sir? 
Orontes. Your mind, Sir, is far above any thing 
our nation can boaſt of. 
Alceſtes. Good Sir 
Orontes. I muſt, Sir, be aha to give you the 


preference to every thing! in it, let it be of what con- 


ſideration it will. 
Alceſtes. But, Sir 
Orontes. Upon my word of honour, Sir, and e- 
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very thing that is ſacred, I ſpeak my real ſentiments; 
give me your hand, Sir, and permit me to embrace 
you with all ſincerity of heart. I muſt demand a 
ſhare in, your friendſhip; will ou promiſe me it? 

Alceſtes. Sir 

Ocontes. Surely you will not refuſe me it. 
| Alceſtes; Sir, friendſhip i is a ſacred thing, and to 
make i it too common would be to proſtitute and pro- 
fane i it. It is pollible, Sir, our tempers may not a- 
gree, and we may afterwards repent: it requires 
judgment and a thorough acquaintance with each 0 
ther, before we unite in the ſacred tie ot friend- 
ſnip. | | | 
9 Sir, you Cakes me elteem you more now 
15 erer I did, you ſpcak with ſuch conſummate 
wiſdom; from chis time L will devote myſelf to your 
ſervice to ſtrengthen this union; and, Sir, as I have 
the honour of his majelty's ear, who treats me with 
great familiarity, if you have any affairs at court, 
command me to ſerve you; and being now more 
thoroughly convinced of your ftrong wit, and the 
depth of your underſtanding, may I beg your opint: 
on in a friendly way of a ſonnet I have lately made, 
whether or no it deſerres the countenance of the pub- 
lic. 
1 Alceſtes. 1 5 you will cacuſe me, . in * 
as Iam a very improper Nes to determine any ching 
of this kind. | 

Orontes. Why ſo, my good Sir, why excuſe you? 

Alceſtes. Becauſe I am ſometimes more honeſt 
and open than ſuch a thing perhaps requires. 

Ocontes. Why this is the very thing I applied to 
you, as I expect you will not diſguiſe your real 
ſentiments, but let me know what you xcally think 


of it. 


n 
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Alceſtes. If you put it upon that Doting. ſhall 
do all I can to oblige you. 


Orontes. I am fincerely obliged to you. Attend 


then, I befeech you. [Reading. ] The title is Hope; 


it is a ſonnet upon a certain lady, who had favour- 
ed my paſſion with ſome hopes. It is mild, tender, 
and languifhing, like the ſubject” it does not conſiſt 
of your lofty pompous high ſounding verfes. 
Alceſtes. We ſhall ſee, Sir, what it is. 1} 5:55 
Orontes. Whether you may think the ſtile an 
gether ſo eaſy and clear, or the words ſo nn applied 
as they ought to be; but - 
Alceſtes. After hearing at 1 ſhall be abla: to ae 
Orontes. But I muſt acquaint you, Sir, that Icom: 
pofed it in a quarter of an hour. 
Alceſtes. The time, Sir, ſignifies little. 5 . 
Orontes. Reads. e Q 
Hope, tis true, a- while may caſe, 3 289 9975 
And lull our anxious cares to reſt; 
1 But; Phillis, can a ſtate eber pleaſe, 2 : 
_ With na fucceeding pleaſures ble? 4 
Philintes. This little paſſage already charms me. 
Alceſtes aſide to Philintes. ] Is it debbie, your can 
have the aJurance to like ſuch ſtuff? e 
Orontes. {Continues — . 
Tou ſhew'd indeed. ee e 
' Leſs had been better, take my word; 
Why ſhould you be at that expence, 
When hope was all you could afford? 
Philintes. Ah! that thought is, elegant indeed. i} 
- Alceſtes aſide to Philintées- Tout ee is . 
mous, to commend ſuch. doggtel. 5 7; 
Orontes. [Again.] 
Ik doom'd crainally to wait, 
- My, ardent 2 t'extremes will By; © 
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In vain you'll ſtrive to ſtop my fate, 

« To death for refuge I will fly. 

For know, thou too-enchanting fair, 
Eternal hope is deep deſpair. ; 

Philintes. Well, the cloſe is amorous; agreeable, | 

and infinitely pretty. ; 
Aleeſtes aſide. Pox take your-cloſe! f 

Philintes. There never was s any thing that * I 
me ſo well. | 

_ Alceſtes aſide.) Oh, abominable! 

Orontes. Tam afraid- you flatter me, Sir, and think, 
merkaps, — _ # | 
Philintes. I beg you will pardon me, Sir, it is no 
Hattery I aſſure you. 

Alceſtes aſide to Philintes. ] You ſ fob whas 
is it ben?! 

Orontes to Alceſtes. 1 Tag es: Sir, o guy a 
greement, you will pleaſe be ſincere in favouring me 
with your opinion. 

Alceſtes. I know every one is fond of being flat- 
tered for their wit, which makes giving opinions on 
the work of another a very delicate affair; but I will 
acquaint you what I ſaid to a certain perſon, whoſe 
name ſhall be concealed: A fine gentleman ſhould 
never be fond of ſhewing himſelf in print, and ought 
to be very careful how he indulges an irch for writ- 
ing; for by ſhewing his production to others, and 
paſſing for an author, makes himſelf look ridiculous. 

Orontes. Do you think then, that I am toy blame 
for wanting to publiſh— -_ 

Alceſtes. 1 do not ſay fo, dot me, Sir; Ttold 


a himthar the world was always cenſorious, and made 


the worſt of a man's productions, by only pointing 
out the blameable; and therefore writing ill and 


Publiſhing it, was a piece of the greateſt weakneſs, 


tw 
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and would make him little in the opinion of the 
world. 


Orontes. Then 1 perecive, Sir, you find faults 


in my ſonnet? 


Alceſtes. You do not hear me ſay ſo, but this 
was the advice I gave him, to deter him from mak- 
ing himſelf as ridiculous as ſeveral other worthy per- 
ſons of the preſent age had done. 

Orontes. Do I reſemble thoſe perſons, by 3 
ill? | | 
Alceſtes. I do not fay. ſo—but I told him, that as 
neceſſity did not drive him to rhyming, he bad bet- 
ter leave it to thofe poor creatures, who are obliged 


to do it for bread: kendeavouzed to make him com- 


prehend, that it was better to keep the amuſements 
of his idle hours ſeeret, than to forfeit the character 
of a gentleman for that of a wretched ſcribbler. 
Orontes. Extreamly pretty, indeed! I. begin to 
underſtand you, but I. hope you will allow me the 
liberty to aſk you what there is iin my fonnet that 
Alceſtes. If I may make ſo free with you, would 
adviſe you to lay it by in your cloſet, as ſome of your 
expreſſions are unnatural. I am afraid you have 
been miſled by copying after a bad model; for a fi- 


giurative ftile, which ſome people value themſelves 


upon, very often varies from truth and good taſte, 
as Eull our anxious cares to reſt,” and“ Eternal 
« hope is deep deſpair.” Phis is nothing like the lan- 
guage of nature, but only affectation and jingle; the 
conſequences of the ill taſte. of the age in theſe mat- 
ters, I muſt confeſs, are to be dreaded. Unrefined 
as our forefathers were, they. gave proofs of a much 
better taſte; and if you will give me leave, I will let 
you hear an old ſong that is preferable to all the bom- 
baſt of the age, in my opinion. | 
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If king Henry had granted me 
His Paris large and fair; 
And I, for it, behoved to quit 
The love of my true dear; 
Thus Wau I day; my liege, I Pray, 
Take back your Paris 1 
. Much more Llove my own. true dove; 
Much more Love, my dear. 


© "LEE „ 4 199 


4 1900 allow; that the rms is but poor, = the 


ſtile old, but every body that underſtands poetry: muſt | 
perceive, that paſſion ſpeaks. here unfettered by witz 
and is vaſtly preferable. to thoſe affected nn 


which are an inſult en gore ſenſe. 


11 "Ra Henty bad ad me bet Jos 
His Paris large and fair; 1 t b Yo 
v7 Am! for it, hehov'd to quit 2 
The love of my true dear; $ 
oc would I ſay; my liege, a pray, 
Take back your Paris fair; . 4 
-Mych, more I love my own. true dove; 
7 Opt more I. love my. dear. . 
A ortt Be 
The beading of 155 Gans: you all. 404 here as 
—— touched as expreſſed. Yes, my good merry 
Sir, [To Philintes.] and I muſt make free to tell 
you, that this is preferable to the falſe” gliſter, 
pomp-and bombaſt Ruff, that is ” much cried up by 
| thoſe who call themſelves: wits. F 
Orontes. It may be ſo, but novwichſtanding, 1 
maintain that my verſes are good. 
Alceſtes. No doubt you have your 8 * 
thinking them fo; but 12 muſt 87 me leave alſo. 
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to think for myſelf, and not be wholly governed by 


your judgment. 


Orontes. Others prize then , Va that is flier 


haps they have. bo 
Orontes. I ſee. that you think JOU: Rave, a fr 
7 had 
ſome if I had commended your verſes. 
Orontes. Ah! as for that aſſure youT ar am La 


ſor me. | | | „ 
Alceſtes. I hes not t the art of d dilembling, per- 

gious deal of wit. | 
Alceſtes. It is probable vou. mould alam 

fied, without your approbation. _ W os 
Alceſtes. 1 allure you, FOR ma ber content with- 


out mine. 


Orontes. As you are ſo grave a critic, 1 hope you 
will give us a ſpecimen of your e by writing 
on the ſame ſubject. 

Alceſtes. It is probable my 1 genius might 
make me write as bad, but then my mod would 
not fuffer meto expofe it. * 

Orontes. I think you ſeem mighty NIE. and 
your very great ſufficiency, let me tell you— 

Alceftes. Look for 'admirers ſome where ns and 


do not trouble me. 


Orontes. Pray, my great Sir, do not carry it ſo 

Alceſtes. I aſſure you, my great Sir, I carry it as 
it ought be carried. 

Phillies interpoſing.] For ſhame, gentlemen, 
you are now carrying things too far. 

Orautes. I own Tam to blame, I will e de 
quit the place. Sir, your humble and obedient 
fervant. x 2 | 
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PHILINTES ALCESTES. 


PHILINTES 8 


are like to have a fine piece of work upon 
your hands. I ſaw plainly that Orontes, for the Plea- 
ſure of being flattered— 
Alceſtes. I will not be talked to. 
Philintes. But— - TSR 
Aleeſtes. I defireno more of your company: 
Philintes. This is too 
Alceſtes. Leave me. 
Philintes. If I— 
Alceſtes. No more prating. 
Philintes. Nay, but 
Alceſtes. What, again? 8 
Philintes. This is offering fuch an affront. 
Alceſtes. This is paſt bearing! Fire and ſuries! 
do not follow me. 
__  Philintes. Poſitively I will. You ſurely cannot 
be in earneſt? 


4 
=> 


OW you ſee the reward of your ſincerity; you | . 
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eher: 
ACT II. SCENE 8 


4L CEST ES, o ELIM ENR. 


LC ESTES. 
Mos ſpeak freely to you, madam, for I am 
quite diſſatisfied with your behaviour. I can- 


| not forbear ſhewing my reſentment, for if you per- 
9 fiſt in the ſame way, we certainly muſt come to an 
open rupture; ſhould I ſay otherways, it would on- 
iy be deceiving you. 


Celimene. Well, I find then that the only n 


; | of your ſeeing me home, is to have an opportunity 
of quarrelling with me. 


Alceſtes. No, I have no intention-ef.quarrelling 
with you, but my heart cannot bear, without diſcon- 
tent and reſentment, the ſight of ſo many lovers; 
you give free acceſs to every ſool that offers. 

Celimene. Pray, am I to blame for this? Can I 
help people's thinking me handſome? Would you have 


me take a ſtick and beat them out of doors, if they 


will come and pay their addreſſes? 
Alceſtes. Madam, Lk now very well that you car- 


ry your beauty every where, and there is no occaſi- 


on for a ſtick, to chaſtiſe thoſe intruding lovers; a 


little more reſerve, and decent ſeverity on your ſide, 
would ſoon make you free of the impertinence of this 


crowd of flatterers. But in the name of wonder, 
how has Clitander gained your good graces? He cer- 
tainly has no virtue nor merit to claim a place in your 


eſteem; has his red-heeled ſhoes, and full bottomed 
wig, wich the profuſion of embroidery with which 


; p ' — Rr CEnR . ³·Ä 
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he is covered, gained your eſteem, as it has done that 
of the reſt _ the faſhionable ſools? Or perhaps it 
may be his ſqueaking voice and dimpled chin, * 
you approve of? 8 i 2 
Celimene. Why, you are very well acquainted, 
that he has promiſed to engage all his friends to be 
on my ſide in my law ſuit, and he may be of ſingu- 
lar ſervice to me; therefore your caged of him 1 is 
ny unjuſt, | 
Aleeſtes. Madam, rather than entertain a rival 


- whois diſagreeable to me, you ſhould . "nw 


to loſe the cauſe, 

Celimene. But there is net a living creatiire e bur 
18 you are jealous of. 1 a 

Alceſtes. Becauſe your . every living creature 
rovuption,.- | 

Celimene. If I Ginwek a regard to any piieuler 
perſon, you might have ſome reaſon to complain, but 
a8 I look upon them al in one — * ry 
can have none. 

Alceſtes: But as you are Pleaſe to blame me 
for my - jeatoulſy, pray what pfivilege do J enjoy a- 
dove all: thoſe vermin who conſtintly infeckthe houſe? 

Celimene. _ the ſertefaction that you Eno 
th . | 

Alceſtes. But what reaſon hag wy” bond deut to 
en this? | 

Ceœlimene. Why, [ chink mptellingyon 60, migh g 
be a ſuſficient reaſon. 4 

Alceſtes. But what proof have I, that you do not t 
tell the fatas ſtary to every other perſon! ? : 

Celze nene. Well, certainly this is the height of |} 
gabnhiry for a lover, and fHews the higheſt reſpect. 
But to ma ake you quite eaſy on this head, and free 
you from all your apprehenſions, and to make you 


all diſputes, and put a {top t to 
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quite content, I here unſay all that J have ſaid, and 
nothing thall impoſe upon you for the future but your- 
„ 
Alceſtes. Oh how bleiſed would as my condi- 
tion, if I could but redeem my heart from your ſla- 
very! why am I fated thus to love you? Heaven has 


certainly ordained this as a puniſhment for my fins, 


for I muſt confeſs that I uſe my utmoſt endeavours 
to wean my heart from you, but they all prove fruit» 
leſs; in ſpite of m I * continue to love 
yu. | 

Celimene. I _ confeſs I never 1 of a paſ- 
ſion which is equal to that you profeſs for me. 

Alceſtes. It is impoſſible there ſnould; my paſſion 
exceeds all deſcription; it is not in the power of the 
world to produce a more ardent lover. 

Celimene. But you certainly have the ſtrangeſt 
way of expreſſing your love that ever mortal had; 
you vent your flame in the moſt ſurly mutinous man- 
ner: certainly Cupid never had ſuch another that fol- 


lowed yaur example. 


Alceſtes. It is wholly in your power to remove e- 
very thing that occaſions my chagrine. Come, let 
us deal ingenuoufly with one another, this will end 


SCENE II. 


CELIMENE, ALCESTES, BASQUE. 


CELIMENE: 
HAT i is the matter now ? 
Baſque. Acaſtes is below, madam, 


Celimene. Pray then ſhew him up. 
B 


Have. 


every one that comes. 
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SEE AH. 


E LINE NE, ALCESTES. 


AI. ESTE S. 3 
ELL, this is always the caſe; 1 e Þ 4 
| have the pleaſure of talking to you alone; 
you — admit of all viſiters, Re wy never | 
{uſter yourſelf to be denied. (4408 F- 
Celimene. You would not g have me : quar- | 1 
rel with the man 4 
Alceſtes. J do not like chat nn of cautionyos | 


1, 


Celimene. Why if I ſhewed the leaſt unwilling: 
neſs to receive him, he is Fouts a — as mn ne- 
ver forgive me. | 
Alceſtes. Can that be the only whaſon e puniſh | 
ing yourſelf with his impertinence? | 
Celimene. Why, I conſider the great reveals we | 
Bas at court, that it is poſſible he may be of infinite | I 
uſe to me; and if that ſhould not be the caſe, yet he | : 
Way have it in his power to do me a great deal of 4 
injury, as thoſe talking gentry ſometimes do, and | 
therefore I by no means flight his friendſhip. A 
Alceſtes. I ſee to argue with you is vain, for | 
you have always fome pretext or other for admitting 
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SCENE IV. 


ALCESTES, CELIMENE, BAS QUE. 


BASQUE. 
HE marquis Clitander preſents his compli- 
ments, and is come to wait on you. 
Alceſtes. So! ; : [Going-] 
Celimene. Where are you running to? _ 
Alceſtes. Jam going to leave you. 
Celimene. Nay do not go muy, 
Alceſtes. For what? 
Celimene. I defire you will ſtay. 
Alceſtes. Indeed I will not, 
*Celimene. But I inſiſt you ſhall, 
Þ Alceſtes. Your viſiting ſools diſtreſs me to death; 
do you imagine that T « can be plagued with ſuch con- 
Fs verſation? 
he Celimene. But I am poſſitive, I tell "oy! I will 
ite have you ſtay. | 
he FF Alceſtes. I will not. 


of Celimene. Then you are at your liberty, do as 
1d Yet pleaſe. 
al PO DW=3+ 


ELIANTE, PHILINTES, ACASTES, CL 1- 
An DEA, 4lL CEAST SE SS ee 
MENE, BAS QUE. 


ELITIAN TE to Celimene entering. 
HE Marquiſes are entering, pray had * a- 
ny notice of this? 
B 2 
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Celimene, Yes I had. Chairs here. Why you 


are not gone yet? {| To Alceſtes aſide.] 

Alceſtes. I am not, madam, for I am now come 
to a reſolution that. you {hall. declare yourfeM in fa- 
vour of one of us. 

 Celimene. For heaven's fake be quicts and hold 
your tongue. 

Alceſtes. This very day. 

Celimene. Pray are you mad? 

Alceſtes.. No, but Iam ds you tak de- 
clare yourſelf. 

Celimene. Why certainty. your can never r be in 
earneſt? _ 

Alceſtes. Tam- determined you ſhall * — up- 
on one or the other. 

Clitander. I am juſt come from the —— at court, 
ladies, where Cleontes has made himfelf ridiculous. 
It wauld be a peace of —_—_ in ſome ende 5 
him of his follies. 

Celimene. That man nal himſelf at firſt con- 
vecſation, and makes himſelf always diſagreeable in 
company; and he never grows better, but every day 
behaves more extravagantly than before 

Acaſtes. Nay, if you talk of extravagance, I am 
only juſt now returned from Damon, that eternal 
reaſoner; you all knew him. Ido not know whether 
you will believe me or not, but he had the impu- 
dence to keep me a full Hour out ef my chariot in 
the ſun. | 

Celimenc. W bat a ft. ange e ende at words 
that creature has! he talks for an hour together, and 
iays nothing that you can form any idea of. 

Eliante to Philintesaſide. ] A charming beginning 
The company ſeem very chari: ably pale. noching 
goes down but expoſing their acquaintance. 
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Clitander. There is another original, madam, I 
mean Timantes. 

Celimene. Oh! he is always in a hurry about no- 
thing, and the moſt ceremonious creature in the 
world. He never miſſes to interrupt the converta- 
tion, by whiſpering ſomething in your ear, of little, 


or no conſequence; and every —— is by Eim mag: 


niſied into a miracle. « + 

Acaſtes. You remember Gerald too, madam—- 
_ Celimene. What, that pompous tireſome ſtory- 
teller, who is conſtantly dunning your ear with his 


narrations of keeping no other company than quality, 


with whom he pretends: to be very familiar, and will 
ſcarcely give them their proper titles? His brain ſeems 


quite turned, and his whole diſcourſe runs upon e- 


quipage, dogs, race-horſes 2nd Flanders marcs. 
Elitander. It is: eren . Ha is Trodigiouſ- 
Iy fond of him. che. 

Celimenc. One or the rooreit Wen erea- 
tures. imaginable, and ſtrangely barren in all manner 
of converſation! The fine weather, rain, and cold are 
ſoon exhauſted, and you muſt keep your invention 
upon the rack, to find entertainment for her; ſhe 


can add nothing to the converſation, but keeps a pro- 


found ſilence, and makes her viſits of ſuch an into- 
lerable length, that you are always og to ſuffer. 
martyrdom in her company. 
Acaſtes, What do you think of AdraQes? 
Celimene. A man puffed up with. exceſſive pride 
of his own merit, always diflatisfied with the court, 


whom it is his daily cuſtom to curſe; and exclaim 


againſt their partiality in giving 8 role age, 
and preferments. | 
Clitander. But what * you of Con where all 


the beſt n rendezvouſed to day? 


B 3 
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Celimene, Why he is obliged to his cook ſor all 

his merit; it is his well-ſerved up entertainments 

chat brings ſo much company to his houſe, 
Eliante. No one keeps a better table. 


Celimene. Why his own infipid perſon ſpoils he | | 
whole of his entertainment, a fool being the ſtanding- 
diſh at it. I muſt acknowledge it would be very good i 


it he would keep away from it himſelf. 


Philintes. Pray what is your opinion of his uncle | 


Danus? I think he is generally well ene 
Celimene. Oh! he is one of my friends. 
Philintes. He is a very worthy man. 


Celimene. I muftconfets he is; N ſo 
exceſſively nice ever ſince he became acquainted with 
the beau monde, that nothing can pleaſe him; and 
he is always laying out for a repartee, for which rea - 
fon I am downright angry with him; he has got a 


notion that laughing belongs only to blockheads, and 


die is cternaily criticiüng and eondemning every pre- 
duCtion, from a cuſtom that no man of real wit will 


commend, He wants to be thought the Ariftarchus 
of the age, and therefore he condemns every modern 
work by the Jump, and common diſccurſeis too mean 
for him, When he is in company he folds his arms, 
and imagining that his wit is ſupreme, the ſuperei- 
liouſneſs of his looks would make you believe that 
de had a ſovereign i for "_y thing * was 

aid to him. 
Acaſtes. I muſt own n is his very baute, k bat 
ha! ha! 

Clitander. Really your ladyſhip excells all that 1 
ever heard in drawing characters to the life. | 

Alceſtes. Extreamly well! extreamly well! Tob- 
ſerve you that frequent the court, and attend levees, 
ſpare no body; and notwithſtanding you ridicule e- 
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very one, yet you receive them with raptures into your 


open arms; you ſwear a thouſand flattering oaths of 


| being etcrnally devoted to their ſervice, and preſs them 


to your breaſt with your fulſome careſſes. 
Clitander. Pray, Sir, addrels yourſel? to this la- 
dy, if there is any thing in our converſation that diſ- 


© pleaſes you. 


Alceſtes. No, denen ſhe would neyer in- 
dulge theſe cenſorious reflexions, were it not for your 
obſequious grinnings; by this means you ſeduce her 
wit, and encourage her ſatyrical vein; for the baſe 


| mcenſe of ſycophants and flatterers are the oc- 


caſion of half the vices which we cenſure mankind 
oy | | 
Philintes. 0 how come you to Tak ſo ee an 
ee for the people, when you ande their 
vie | 

Celimene. Oh! the gentleman is neenlingly 6 
„ for contractiict:agand thwarting every com- 
mon opinion; he is never pleaſed with any other per- 
ſon's judgment but his on, and thinks it looks vul- 


gar to agree with any one in ſentiments. Nay, if 
another eſpouſes his judgment, he thinks he is bound 


in honour to oppoſe him, which makes him fan- 
ly at variance with himſelf. 

Aleeſtes. Very well, madam, you may be as ſa- 
tyrical as you pleaſo, as you have the langhers on your: 
ſide. | 

Philintes. Why, Alceſtes, this is no more than 


"the truth; you ſeem to pride yourſelf in indulging 
this moroſe temper; you cannot endure chat any one 


ſhould: praiſe or find fault. 
Alceſtes. Moſt certainly there is very good rea- 
F wn for rain and for being perpetually out of humour, 


ag 
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for mankind are always ready either abſurdly to cen- 
Hides or impertinent in their ene! of others. 


Celimene. Nay, but- 4 

: Alceſtes. Pray obſerve, alia; I muſt freak my 
opinion of things, was I to ſuffer for it; ſor thoſe 
very people who now ſooth and encourage you in 


your attachment to ſuch amuſements, blame you be- 


hind your back for the practice of thoſe very faults. 
Clitander. Pray what do you mean, Sir? May I 
die if ever I thought it was A for the N to 
have any faults. o 
Acaſtes. MayT be annihilated if I can ſee ſo wack 
as the ſhadow of one fault, but I ſee millions of N 
and perfections in her. 
Alceſtes. The greater our love is for an object, 
the leſs we ought to flatter it. Youhave been praiſ- 
ing this lady, faying ſhe has no faults, but I am ſorry 


1 fee teo many in her, and make it my daily buſi- 


7s 35 Hi. her of them: a ſeniibie women wilt hate 
l thoſe ſervile lovers, who out of a fooliſh eomplar- 


ſance, would worſh! p even her moſt extravagant fol- 


lies. 


Celimene. So then, as you eſleem it, a real loverba- 


niſhes all expreſſions of tenderneſs ſrom his miftreſs's 


ears, and makes it his conſlant buſineſs to 8 at her 


follies. 


Eliante. But a modern lover is quite the reverſe 
of all this; he conſtantly is boaſting of the perſec- 


tions of his miſtreſs, he ſees nothing amiſs in her, e- 


ven her very faults. are perfections in his eyes; if 


£? 


ſhe is ſilent, he ſays ſhe has a moderate reſerve; if 


ſhe talks eternally, why ſhe is moſt agreeable com 


pany; if ſhe is a fool, why then the is all gentle- 
neſs; a flattern with him is an elegant beauty, that 


does not need to ſet off: her charms; and, in ſhort, 
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all her natural looks though the moſt diſagreeable to 
others, yet he is enamoured with every one af them. 

Alceſtes. Perhaps it may be ſo, but if I do not. 


my make it appear 

oſe N Celimene. Pray let us take a turn in the galle- 
in ry, and quit this converſation. Gen egy I hope: 

be. you will not leave us? 

ws | Clitander and Acaſtes.] By no means, madam. 

1 Alceſtes. Madam, youare very much afraid of loſing 

aq your company; but I ſhall ſtay till you are gone, gen- 
| tlemen, let you ſtay as long as you pleaſe. 

ch Acaſtes. To oblige the lady, I will ſtay here all 

day. 


| Clitander. And T too, ſor I dare no buß neſs till 
„ night, to attend the king to his bed-chamber. 


4 Celimene. Why ſurely Fu have a mind to make 
Y BB yourſelf merry. 

K Alceſtes. Not in the leaſt; . wal Wen ſee whe⸗ 
* ther my company 18 troubleſome, and vou want to 


be free of 1 it. 752 2 
8 C ENE VF. 


I 4LcESTES, cCELIMENE, ELIANTE, 
F PHE Cr nAVE Ss cif 
T AND E R, BAS QUE. 


| BAS GU E to Alceſtes. 

HERE is a man without who deſires to ſee 

you immediately; he ſays the buſineſs. he is 
FF with will admit of no delay. 

Alceftes. Inform him I know of n no ſuch urgent 
buſineſs. 

Baſque. Sir, he is a very ine man, all Ledawbed. 
with gold lace. 


B 5. 
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Celimene to Alceſtes. ] If you do not chuſe to go 


to ſpeak to him, pleaſe deſire him to walk i in. 
Alceſtes. — in, Sir. 


SCENE un 


4 L. O EKST ES, C ELIME N RB, AN Tr, 
ACASTES, PHILINTES, CLI- 
TANDER, AN OFFICER. 


| ALcEsTES going to the officer. 
RAY what is your buſineſs with me, Sir? 
Officer. I deſire to ſpeak in private with 


ou. 
F Alceſtes. I know of no ſecrets, ind therefore you 
may ſpeak out. | 
Officer. Then, Sir, I have the honour to bear the 
commands of the mareſchals of France, and they or- 
der you to appear before them immediately. 
Alceſtes. What, me, Sir? erg 
Officer. Yes, you, Sir. 
Alceſtes. Pray on what account ? | 
Philintes. It is likely the fooliſh affair between 
Orontes and you. 
Celimene. What affair? 
Philintes. Why, madam, Orontes and he had a 
| diſpute about fome verſes, which our friend here did 
not approve of, and I imagine this is deſigned to end + 
the diſpute, and compromiſe all matters. | 
Alceſtes. They ſhall never oblige me to make a- | 
ny mean conceſſions. | 
Philintes. Butthe fummons muſt beobeyed, were 
fore prepare to 
Alceſtes. Very fine indeed! compromiſe! pray 
does he imagine that the ſentence of thoſe gentle- 
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o go men ſhall make me approve of thoſe verſes? they 
are ſtuff! moſt abominable ſtuff! _ 
2 Philintes. But you ought not to have put yourſelf 
1 ſo much out of humour. 
# Alceſtes. I ſhall not bate an ace of it; it is moſt 
IF exccrable ſtuff! 
„ Philintes, It would have been better to have given 
pour opinion with moderation; but pray will you 


| Alceſtes. Yes, but nothing ſhall make me re- 
tract what I ſaid; the verſes — of 
Philintes. Well, well, time will ſhew--— 


ich Alceſtes. Should the king ſend me an expreſs com- 
mand to praiſe them, I muſt be obliged to doit; till then, 
E will affirm they are ſo bad that the author deſerves 


to be hanged. | To Clitander and Acaſtes, who laugh. 
he Death and furies! I did not think myſelf” {o divert- 
r. ing as to make you laugh. 

Celimene.. Well, begone, and make your appear- 
ance. 

Alceſtes. I am going, but depend upon it, madam, I. 
ſhall not be long in returning, and ending the diſpute. 


ee aud N . eue t. 
ACT m. SCENE IL 


CLITAN DER, AGASTES. 


.CLET AN D/R Rs 
HAT a happy man are you, my dear mar- 
| quis! every thing ſeems to pleaſe you; but 
have we re a ſufficĩent reaſon to be thus content» | 
ed and merry? | 
| Acaſtes. Why, after the moſt deliberate fr ughts 3 
B 6 
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I cannot think I have the leaft reaſon to be melan- 
choly; for. I am young, and deſcended from noble 
anceſtors, my fortune is handſome, and free of all Mr 
incumbrances; my courage cannot be called in queſ- 
tion, for I have always come off with honour where- | 
ever I have been engaged; I have wit at command, 
and am always clear, free and ready, to judge of e- 
very thing without heſitation. This makes me ſhine 
in the ſide- box the firſt night of a play; I am al- 
ways nobly backed there when F determine the 
fate of it, by Bravo bravo! encore! encore! My per- 
ſon is gentecl, and J have a good ſhape, and good 
teeth that can vie with anyone. No body ſtands fair- 
er for a place at court than myſelf; J dreſs as grand 
as any one, ſo that it is no wonder that I am the 
darling of the women, and the envy of the men. 
With all theſe qualifications, [cannot fee eve 
the leaſt reaſon to be melancholy. 3 560 

Clitander. But why do you . laviſh. your . a- 
way here, ſince you ſind it ſo eaſy to abe ben, 
elſewhere? | 

Acaſtes. I? Ibeg eee en eee, 
nor humour to endure the indifference of a fine lady. 
It is enough for aukward people, for vulgar merit, 
to burn with conſtancy for your ſevere beauties; to 
languiſſi at their feet, and be paſſive under their eru- 
elty, to ſeek relief from ſighs and tears, and endea- 
vour, by dancing a careful long attendanee, to ob- 
tain what is denied to their merit. But people of 
my air, Marquis, are not made to give upon credit, 
and be at the whole expence. How extraordinary 
ſoever the merit of the fair ſex may be, Iam of opinion, 
thank heaven, that we have our value as well as they, 
and that it is no: reaſon ſuſſicient to be honoured with 
a heart like mine, that it coſtythem. nothing; and, 
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at leaſt, to place every thing in its juſt balance, it is 


fit advances ought to be made at the common ex- 
W pence. ty 


Clitander. Then 1 imagine, Marquis, you reckon 
you ſtand fair here? 

Acaſtes. I muft confefs I have ſome ground for 
thinking ſo. 

Clitander. Why then you muſt be ſtark blind 
indeed; let me adviſe you to. endeavour to get quit 
of that miſtake. 2 

Acaſtes. Ha! ba! ha! * 1 muſt” be blind i in- 
deed. | 

Climbs. But pray what reaſon Ss you to bis 
lieve your ſacceſs compleat? _ 

Acaſtes. Why, I flatter myſelf it is ſo. 

Clitander. But is your faith well dere hogs 

Acaſtes. I am blind. 

Clitander. Have you ſufficient reaſon to think ſo? 

Acaſtes. I tell you, I am ſtark blind. 

Clitander. Perhaps Celimene has made you ſome 
ſecret confeſſion, ha? 
Acaſtes. No, I am wowed with the utmoſt diſ- 
_ | 

er ws . pray do anſwer me fincere- 
1 PR: ? 

; an Ld W by I am x eonfiucithy . 

Clitander. Pray give over your raillery, and let 
me know what hopes ſhe has given you. 

Acaſtes. Why I am the ſorlorn wretch, and you 
the favoured ſwain. I ſhall certainly ſame of theſe 
days in deſpair hang myſelf,” as ſhe ſeems to have. the 
ane averſion to my perſon. 

Clitander. Nay, I could wiſh you bee 
vid agree to a propoſal I have to make to you, which 
is, that he that can preduce the moſt undeniable mark 
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of Aces ſhe has ſhewn him, n be for ever free 


from his rival. 


Acaſtes. L like the propoſal, and a agree to it chear- Z 


fully. But ſoft— 


en II. 


©'n'L M826 85 ACASTES, G Wann . 


CELIMENE. 5 
HAT, gentlemen, are you ſtill here 3 
Clitander. Why, love has fixed us both 
to the ſpot, madam. 
Acaſtes. There was a coach ped at che door 
juſt now, pray do you know who it is? 
Clitander. Nc, not FE. 


SCENE um. 


CELIMEN'E, * nen CLITANDE R, 


BASQUE, 


RSINOE is come to wait on your ladyſhip. 


Celimene. W can the creature want with 
me ? 
Baſque, Madam, ume is with "uy 


Celimene: Shew her up; what buſineſs can ſhe 


have, I wonder? Who ſent for her? 
A caſtes. She paſſes every where for a perfed faint, 
and fo ardent is her zeal 
Celimene. She is like the reſt of the *. T 
look upon that as grimace; her gloomy abandoned 
merit is continually beſtowing invectives on the blind- 


neſs of the age, though ſhe is perpetually contriving | 


2 2 „ . 8 4 3 8 


ree 


ear- 
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to gain a heart, yet without ſucceſs. She aſſumes a 


mighty degree of diſcretion, always endeavouring to 
make that a crime which ſhe has not the power to 
enjoy; yet I am thoroughly convinced that her lady- 


8 thip's gravity would not be ftartled at a lover. She 


is thoroughly affronted at me, as ſhe imagines I have 
ſtole the heart of Alceſtes; and in every company 
lets her jealous reſentment looſe againſt me, which 
makes her look very ridiculous. She is the quint- 
eſſence of impertinence, folly and 


SCENE IV. 


&RSINOE, CELIMENE, CLITAN DER. 


1c AS T ES: 


Bo CELIMENE. 
Y deareſtmadam, what kind chance hasbrought 
you here ? It has given me a good deal of 


_uneaſineſs at being ſo long without the pleaſure of 


feeing you. 
Arſinoe. 1 come as a friend to give you ſome ad- 


vice. 


-Clifment I am quite overjoyed to ſee you. 
Clitander and Alceſtes. Ha! ha! ha! 
[Exeunt laughing. 


SCENE V. 
ARSINOE, CELEFMENE. 
ARSIN 0 E. 
HOSE gentlemen have gone away at a wy 


convenient time. 
Cclimene. Shall we fit down? 5 


wo THE MAN-HATER. 
Arſinoe. It does not ſignify. I look upom it, mas 
dam, that friendſhip conſiſts in giving ſuch proper 
intelligence and advice as nearly concerns us, in or- 
-der that we may maintain acharacter of honour and 
decency in the world. I came on: this errand, and 
I hope you will look upon it in a friendly manner. 
Yeſterday chanced to fall in with ſome perſons high- 
ly diſtinguiſhed for virtue, and the converſation hap | 
pened to turn upon your conduct, which at preſent 
makes ſome noiſe in the world, and it did not meet 
with their approbation; your gallantry and the crowd 
of viſitors you admit, without diſtinction, was very 
ſeverely handled. Your ladyſhip will do me the 
juſtice to believe that I ſtood up greatly for the ho- 
nour and the innocency of your intentions, and was 
certain that your principles were good. However, 
I was obliged to allow that your manner of liv- | 
ing was to be blamed a little; that by a little more 
prudent: behaviour you would not be ſo much expoſ- 
ed to the bitter attacks of malice; for you know we 
ought to guard againſt the leaſt appearance ofa crime, 
though we are conſcious of our own innocence. I 
would not have madeſo free with you, but that J hope 
you will impute it to the great love and zeal I have 
for your intereſt. | 
Celimene. I am infinitely obliged to you for your 
wiſe and friendly advice, and to ſhew you that I take 
it very kindly, ſhall immediately return the favour; 
for it has frequently given me concern to hear your 
ladyſhip's character produced. Being upon a viſit 
the other day, in a company of diſtinguiſhed good 
ſenſe, who laid down-a rule for all thoſe to walk by 
who would maintain the reputation of honour and 
virtue, ſeveral models were propoſed, but unluckily 
your ladyſhip's great preciſeneſs and affected zeal was 
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ſound great fault with: your exceſſive pride, your 
ectures on wiſdom and honour, the ſcornſul manner 
vith which you treat every body, your exclaiming 
pon a doubtful expreſſion which may have the leaſt 
ſhadow of indecency, and the hard cenſures you-paſs 
pon the moſt innocent things in the world, 
were very much laughed at. They faid that you 
p- beat your ſervants, and never paid them their 
nt wages, that you never miſſed prayers morning 
et Nor evening; that you painted, and went to thoſe 
d places of devotion merely to be thought hand- 
ry ome; that you really lived immodeſtly, though you 
je could not endure ſo much as the picture of it. I 
. ſtood up for your ladyſhip, and declared I believed 
is it to be intirely ſcandal; but I was over-ruled, for 
cheyall agreed that you had better look after your own 
actions, and be lefs clear-ſighted with regard to the 
faults of others; to reform at home before you be- 
gin to criticiſe on your neighbours. I am perſuad- 
ed, madam, ſrom your prudence and friendly diſpo- 
fition, that you will take this advice no otherways than 
it is meant, as I always conſider your concerns as 
my own. | 

Arſinoe. J am not ance nad that by reprov- 
ing a friend we frequently expoſe ourſelves to their 
FZ diſpleaſure, but am ſorry that my plain dealing has 
EZ fo much affected vou; I did not N_ ſo. ſmart a 

reply. | 
Climene. I am not at all diſpteaſed with your. free- 
dom; I muſt needs ſay, FE wiſh it were more gene- 
rally practiſed. EF hope we ſhall always be ſo friend- 
ly to each other; it will be an excellent means to 
wean us ſrom that ſuperlative degree of conceit we 
have for ourſelves, and J hope we ſhall always impart 
to one another what the world ſays of us. 
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Arſinoe. Oh! dear madam! the world reflects in- 
tirely upon my conduct, they can un nothing at al 
to your charge. 

Celimene. Why, madam, e every things liable ti 
be cenſured; but there are different ſeaſons for ever) 
thing; youth is fond of gallantry, it ſuits beſt with 
their humour: and when youth 1 is gone, it is undoubi- 
edly ſuitable to put on an air of prudery and reſerve;| 
it is no doubt good policy, as it is an excellent diſguiſe 
for want of powerful charms: but it would look 
ridiculous for a young girl of nineteen to put an 
the air of an old maid of nfty'3 therefore, the only 
method is to follow what is, 100 agreeable to the 
different ages of liſe. Nr! 

Arſinoe. Pray what, ks hai provoked you 

o inſult me in this manner? You make a 
mighty buſtle about youth, but I think that docs 
not give you ſo much rand over me as you may by 
amagine.® - | 

Celimene. Indeed, a madam, J have been frequent. 
ly puzzled to find out the reaſon of your falling upan | 
my character in all companies. As you are ſond 
of making conqueſts, I canaſſure you I ſhall not pre- 
vent you. Pray then, madam, do not hinder_me 
from inſpiring love, and receiving addrefſes, though | 
you cannot be ſo ſucceſsful. | g 

Arſinoe. Do you imagine that the vaſt cher ; 
of lovers you have can give me the leaſt uneaſineſs? 
Why, ſurely, they are eafily to be got. The world 
will not think that all thoſe burn with an honoura- 
ble flame; and thoſe lovers may eaſily. be got by mak- 
ing ſuch advances, as thoſe who are formed to in- 
ſpire the moſt virtuous and tender ſentiments are a- 
bove doing. There is no. lover who is a flave to a 


1 ww a i, g7y 


THE MAN-HATER. 43 
ace only, but at leaſt muſt always pay dear for the 
ncenſe that is offered to us; and would every one 
hrow off that blooming reſtraint, they would find it 
10 hard matter to have as many admirers perhaps as 
he moſt inſolent beauty. | 


with Celimene. Then I expect to fee you put this rare 
ub. fecret in practice; force yourſelf to Pleaſe; and 
without: 


\- Arie. This converſation had beſt be broke of, 
ook {Mas perhaps we may go too great lengths; and if 1 
on had not waited for my coach, I n have left you 
ny before now. 

the Celtmene. Nothing that has paſſed needs haſten 
| you away, therefore ſtay as long as you pleaſe. But 
ou WY not to be ceremonious, I am glad to have it in my 
2 power to entertain you more to your fatisſaction, as 
x<s Ja gentleman below will ſupply my place. 


&C.E NEL 


ALCESTES, CELIMENE, ARSINOE. 
CELIMENE, 

"OUR ſervant, Sir, will you be ſo kind as to- 

keep this lady company, whilſt I go and write 

a letter, which muſt be diſpatched immediately. 

Tro Arſinoe,] My dear, I know you will be ſa good 

28 "pardon my rudeneſs. . 
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SCENE VII. 


 ALCESTES, AR SIN OE. 


ARSINOE. 
1. gives me great pleaſure, Sir, to de fo ſen bly 
obliged as to have the pleaſure of the agreeable 
converſation of a perſon of ſuch ſublime merit. I 
muſt confeſs, that my hand is engaged in all your in- 
tereſts, and am very angry that the court * not yet 
done juſtice to your merit. 

Alceſtes. Why, what ſervice have T food to have 
any pretentions? I have no reaſon to complain, that 
the court does not think Proper to take notice of me. 

Ariinoe. There muſt always be an opportunity, 
as well as power, for frequently it is known that 
they partake of the favours of a court, who never 
metited them by ſervices; but your e merit 
alone ought— | 

Alceſtes. Pray, madam, de not flatter me; I 
really cannot ſee any thing the court has to do with 
my merit; it would have work. enough to do, was 
it t:alfrays to ſeek after merit.. | 

Arxſinoe. Yours, Sir, requires no feeking 5 ae 'M 
I can aſſure you that ſome of the people of the great- 
eſt conſequence in my preſence were e to be- 
ſtow the higheſt encomiums on ou. 

Alceſtes. Indeed, madam, the preſent age. is re · 
markable for want of proper diſcernment, and it is. 
no honour to be ſurfeited with encomiums; a ſmall 
matter will purchaſe a large ſhare, even in the ga- 
zette, where my valet de chambre had the honour: 
to be not a week ago. | 

Arſinoe. Sir, I have it in my power at preſent to. 
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bevery ſerviceable to you, therefore if you will figni- 
fy any inclination for What you would have, I will 


command my engines e to go to work in 


your behalf. 

Alceſtes. Madam, the air of a court is not pro- 
per for me to breathe in; heaven bas given me a 
ſoul above praiſing every lord's fooliſh poeti y, or 
flattering every fine lady's lap-dog, for I am in- 
tirely a ſtranger tothe art of wheedling and diſſimu- 
lation: though I have not the intereſt and title that 
the court can beſtow, yet Jam free from the actingof 
ſuch fookſh parts as courtiers are obliged often to 
do. : 

Arſinoe. Well then, if you are out of humour 
with the court, you may let it alone. However, I 
think you are much to blame with regard to your 
love- affairs; the lady upon whom you have placed 
your affections is very undeſerving of you, you cer- 
tainly merit a much better match. 

Alceſtes. You do not conſider, madam, that this 


lady you are talking of is your friend. w_ 


Arſinoe. She is ſo; but notwichſtanding this, 
I -muſt inſorm you your paſſion is betrayed, which 
gives me a good deal jo concern on your own ac- 
count. 
Alceſtes. I muit own, madam, that ſuch an in- 


formation mult be very agreeable to a lover; and I 


acknowledge it {hers your tender concern for me. 
_ Arfinoe. I muſt inſiſt that ſhe is utterly unwor- 
thy of poſſeſſing the heart of a N of your merit, 
though ſhe be my friend. | 

Alceſtes. But certainly, madam, charity ought to 
teach you to take care how you endeavour to inſpire 
a heart like mine with ſuſpicion; it is very hard to 


judge of the ſecrets cf the oak 
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Arſinoe. Well, Sir, I ſay no more; I find you Il Þ 


are not willing to be undeceived. 1 
Alceſtes. When a thing cannot be 0 evident - 

ly appear plain, I cannot look upon myſelf obliged to lh © 
any perſon who would fill me with Ser eg doubts Ill ! 
and fears. 

Arxſinoe Then, Sir; 1 defirg you to belicve” no- i t 
hing but what you have ocular demonſtration of, 
for 1 can eaſily give you full proof of your miſtreſs's 
infidelity, if you will accompany me home; where 
you may meet with ſome conſolation, provided _ ; 
Heart can be fixed upon a more worthy object. 


| 50.0 ·0·· r 
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Fy ELIANTE, PHILINTES. | 


PHILINTES. 

-NDEED the wiſdom of thoſe gentlemen were 
never ſo hard put to it before, to make up ſuch 

a fooliſh affair, for he would not in the leaſt retract 
from his former opinion. Pray, ſays he, how have 
I afffonted him? Thave net impeached his honour. I 
acknowledge he is a very fine gentleman, he is a man 
of quality, has a fine equipage, he rides, dances and 
fences weil; but I will never be fo much his obſe- 
"quious ſervant as to praiſe his poetry. So that there 
could no more be got from him by way of ſubmiſ- 
fion, than that he ſhould be glad if he could have lik- 
ed his ſonner better. Therefore with ſhaking hands 
the proſecution was dropped. 3 
Fliante. I can affare you he is a valuable friend, 
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he has an heroic ſincerity of ſoul, a virtue that is very 
ſcarce in this preſent age. 
Philintes. This aſtoniſhes me the more, that ſuch 
a heart ſhould be ſuſceptible of love, and that it 
ſhould be fixed on fach a perſon as your couſin. 
Eliante. Why this is a downright confutation, 


| that love is always nen by a parity of ae 


tions. 
Philintes. But do you really think ſhe loves him? 
Eliante. This is hard to judge, as ſhe herſelf 


fear cely knows the real ſentiments of her an gid- 


* heart. 
Philintes. If your friend was of my way of think- 
ing, he would certainly ſhew a juſt diſcernment, by 


| turning his thoughts to ſome other more deſerving 


object, for I am afraid he will find more uneaſineſs 
in his preſent flame than he imagines. _ 

Eliante. To ſpeak freely and ingenuouſty, I ook 
not oppoſe his preſent purſuits, but ont of love to 
him, as I think his preſent object will not be his de- 
fire afterwards, and he might be more happy with 
ſome other. Without bluſhing, I muſt declare that 
I ſhould not like him the worſe if he ſhould make 
his addreſſes to me after he has been refufed by an- 
other. 

-Philintes. I can n you, maden, that I have 
not the leaſt objection to the preference you give 
him. If he pleaſes he can inform you of what I 
have frequently told him on this account; but if hea- 
ven has deſtined Celimene and him for each other, 
by which he would be. excluded from your wiſhes, 
J ſhould think myſelf happy, and be ever aſſiduous 
in receiving your favours. | 

Eliante. You now, no doubt, are pleaſed to make 
yourſelf merry with me. 


* 
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Pzhilintes. No, madam, you have the real ſenti- 

ments of my heart, and I ſhall joyfully embrace the 

firſt n of age” NYE more IOW 


x 


LLC K 5 T ES, EL IAN T E,; PH I Pain 1 ES. 
An ee 2G wild 


H do me juſtice, madam, I beltcohy you; for 
an offence that has triumphed over all 1 


— | 
| Eliante, You ſurprize me, Alceſtes, pray i bat 
bas you in ſuch diforder? Hi D 94 


Alceſtes. I have met with but could never have 
entered into my thoughts; if the firmament had fal- 
len upon my head, it could not have confounded me 
more than this diſcovery has done; it has confoun - 


ded me fo that I cannot ſpeak my OI fond 


paſſion— but it is all over. | 
Eliante. ny endeayour” to compoſe and make 
un eaſy. 

Alceſtes. Can it be poſſible that a heavenly for 
can cover ſo many deteſtable vices! 

Eliante. But prav, what— | 4 
--Alceſtes. Why, Celimene is fate! I am ruined, 
undone, betrayed! Ah! eee 10 en 
mers. i; 54% of 

Eliante. But have you + CuMetent grounds for fueh 
a def tion? | 

Philintes. It may be: it is only a jealous pes: 
tion, that has no foundation but in 165 10 own n brain, 
and is only a chimera. | 

Alceſtes. Pr ay be quiet, Sir, do not concern 
yourſelf ſo mech about my affairs. I have demon- 


loving her again! my, reaſon entirely forbids that; 
| C 
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tration enough; I have got a letter ſhe has wrote 
to Orontes, for whom the always profeſſed the great - 
eſt averſion, which made his addreſſes give me no 
pain. 

Philintes. I to not think a letter i is a ſufficient 
ground to build your ſuſpicions on, it may 3 


deceive you. 


Alceſtes. I beg, Sir, you will mind your own 


| buſineſs, and do not trouble yourſelf about me. 


Eliante. But you ſhould ſubdue your n for 
their violence - 

Alceſtes. Iam come - here, madam, for this purpoſe, 
that by your aſſiſtance I may be revenged on your 
ungrateful and perfidious coulin, who has abufed my 
tender affection. My heart flies to you, to relieve 
it from that grief with which it is oppreſſed, and 
which is enough to ſtrike every one with horror. 
Eliante. I revenge you, Sir? which way 
Alceſtes. By condeſcending to accept of my heart, 
which I now offer you. I am deſirous you ſhould 
concur: with me in the pumiſhment of this-faithleſs 
woman, for from this moment I will make it my 
bufineſs to ſhew you the moſt profound devotion and 
reſpect. - 

Eliante. But is it not poſſible that by-and-by ycu 
may alter your mind with regard to this deſire of 
revenge, if you ſhould perceive that you have not 


received ſo great an injury as you imagine? For the 
offender, who has a faſt hold of your heart, will find 


a warm advocate there, ſo that your anger may ſoon 
vaniſh; for it is common with a lover to form de- 
Rene of revenge, but they are ſoon over. 

Alceſtes. No, madam, I abandon her for ever! 
The affront is mortal, and I cannot ever think of 


50 THE MAN HAT E R. 
my rage redoubles at the very thoughts and ſight of 
her. There the comes! I will ſtay to reproach her 
with her black guilt, after which my heart, entirely 


diſengaged from her em charms, hall be -# "al 
ſented to n 


SCENE III. 
CELIMENE, ALCESTES. 


ALCESTEs aſide. 1 
IND heaven! favour me with compoſure ſuf. 
ficient to behave well in this encounter. 
_ Celimene. Mercy on us! [ Afide.]] Alceſtes; pray 
what am I to underſtand from thoſe deep ſighs and 
groans, and from that terrible look N caſt 1 
me? 
Alceſtes. Why, madam, never dente en, 


nor hell, ever produeed a creature half ſo perfidious 


and wicked as yourſelf; the moſt terrible crimes that 
were ever committed in the world are innocent when 
compared with yours. | 2963 
Celimene. I greatly admire this! it is mighty 
tender indeed! | 2 
Alceſtes. Abzndoned woman! you ought rather 
to be confounded, and covered with bluthes; when 
you are told that I have the moſt convincing proofs 
of your treachery, I find my {ſuſpicions were not 


vain, my fears groundleſs, nor the effects of gloomy - 


jealouſy. But reſt yourſelf aſſured, that I will te- 
venge my affront and diſhonour.. Had you declar- 


ed your ſentiments of me openly at firſt without dit. 


guiſe, and repulſed my paſſion, you had done right; 


but to approve of my paſſion; and then be guilty of 
ſuch perfidy, deſerves the utmoſt indignation; ſo 
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take care, madam, for I think no puniſhment. can be 
great enough to equal this n rage which inflames 
my fond heart. 

Celimene. Why you have loſt your ſenſes, ſurely. 
Pray what is it that makes you _ yourſelf ſuch tra- 
gic airs? 

Alceſtes. Thoſe . charms of yours rob- 
bed me of them, when I was ſuch a ridiculous fool 
as to believe fincerity was to be found under ſuch a 
beautiful form. | 

- Celimene. Pray What is the nchneß you com. 
yy of & ifinds 12 ano | 

Alceſtes. 1 good heaven! how has that 


double heart of thine learned the art of diſſembling? 
But look here; do you know your own vile writ- 


ing? This letter admits of no reply;—let this over- 
whelm you with confuſion.— 
Celimene. And is this the whole that has ſo pro- 
roked! vou? 
Alceſtes. Prays e can you ſee it and not be filled 
with confuſion and bluſhing ! | 
Celimene. Bluſh! I bluſh ? pray for whats 5 
Alceſtes. As the name is wanting, perhaps you 
will deny it. What, do * Joan audaciouſneſs to 
dogs: 
_ Celimene. Pray forwhat reaſon ſhould [ deny my 
own hand? 


Alceſtes. Are not you confounded with the per- 


fidy which it contains? 


Celimene. Why you. are ſurely the moſt extraya- 


F gant creature in the world! 


Alceſtes. Why! do you think I can hold out with 


any temper againſt ſuch a convincing proof of 7 
Iguilt? Pray obſerve the ſhameful manner in w 
you expreſs your ſentiments for Orontes. 


8 2 
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Celimene. Pray who told you that letter was for 
Orontes? 

Alceſtes. Why, the ain that "Wis 5] it: but 
if it was for any other, you are not the leſs. culpable 
in regard to me. | | 

Alceſtes. Why, this-i is —_ A 350 a in⸗ 
deed! This convinees me you. are :capable of any 
thing! You would certainly imagine that Lam quite 
blind, if I was to believe ſuch warm expreſſions 
could be uſed to a woman. Pray what meaning can 
you put upon theſe words I ſhall now.read to you? 

Celimene. I ſhall explain none of them; and let 
me tell you, that yeu take a very unwarrantable li- 
berty to aſſert ſuch a thing to my face; 1 muſt tell 
Jou, you are very impertinent. | 

Alceſtes. Pray do not be in a paſſion, madam, 
but in a cool manner explain your own writing. | 

Celimene. No, you may put what conſtruction Wl 1 
upon them you pleaſe, for fince you have got ſuch a 


length, I will give myſelf no trouble. about them. r 
Alceſtes. But if you can ſhew me how this can 

be written to a woman, I ſhall be ſatisfied. | 
Celimene. No, I ſhall not; I deſire you may be- tf 

lieve it is to Orontes. I beg you would not plague 77 


me with your jealouſy any more. I receive Oron- 
tes's paſſion with pleaſure, he 1s every thing to me, 
and I aſſure you I do not deſire to detain you; there- 
fore take your meaſures accordingly. | 
Alceſtes aſide.] Was ever lover like me! my. un- 
eaſineſs and ſuſpicions are all made a matter of ſport 
and triumph, and yet my heart is ſo fooliſh and ir- 
reſolute as not to break its chain. Perfidious wo- 
man! you know my weakneſs too well, and take a 
vantage of it; but I beg you would ſay ſomething 
to convince me that this letter is innocent; for 1 
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you ſhew the leaſt grounds of your innocence and 
faithfulneſs, I will conſtrain myſelf to believe you. 

Ceclimene. For ſhame! you are unworthy of my 
eſteem; ſuch jealouſy deſerves my utmoſt refent- 
ment. Pray do you imagine that I could be guilty 
of ſuch meanneſs as to play the hypocrite for your 
fake? you do not deſerve the: eſteem that. F have for 
you, I ought to fix: it upon a more deſerving ob- 
ject. | 

Alceſtes. Ah! eunninzz woman! hom well are 
you acquainted with my weakneſs! tlieſe tender ex- 
preſſions bind my ſoul cloſer. to you: however, Iwill 
make a farther proof, to ſee whether rann is: 
loft to all ſenſe of gratitude and honctr. 

Celimene. I am certain you do not beſtow that 
love upon me that I deſerve. | 2 

Alceſtes. Do I not? there was never any 
paſſion equal to mine. It would give me pleaſure 
to make a generous ſacrifice of my heart, was you 
reduced fo as to have neither. birth,. dignity, nor 
wealth. th, 

Celimene. I hope I mall have no occaſion for 
this; but I muſt confeſs that this is expreſſing a ve- 


* wild kind of love oaks me. 


8 E NE IV. 
c E11 M EN E, ALCESTE 8, DU B my 8 


ALCESTES. | 
HAT means this equipage, and this fr ight- 
ful air ? What is the matter with you 
Du Bois. Sir— 
Alceſtes. Well. 
Du Bois. Here is a ſtrange affair. 
| C 3 
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Alceſtes. What is it? | | 
Du Bois. We are all in the wrong box, Sir. 
Alceſtes. How? .. | 
Du Bois. Shall I ſpeak aloud? ? 
Alceſtes. Les, ſpeak quickly. 
Du Bois. Is not there ſomebody here— 


Alceſtes. Bos n. nn is here! Win you | 


ſpeak ? 
Du Bois. Sir, you muſt 85 abide. 
Alceſtes. Ho Ww? 
Du Bois. We muſt decamp without beat of wok. 
Alceſtes. And why? 
Du Bois: I tell you we muſt quit this place. 
Alceſtes. The cauſe? ' 


Du Bois. We muſt depart, Sir, without raking 


leave. 


Alceſtes. But for what rcaſon all this ſtuff? 

Du Bois. By reaſon, Sir, that we muſt pack and 
away. 

Alceſtes. Plague! I ſhall ;nfallibly 1 your 
ſkull, raſcal, if you do not of 8 W in ano- 
ther manner. 

Du Bois. Sir, a fellow Wich 4 * dreſs and 
phiz, came quite into the kitchen, to leave with us a 
paper ſcribbled after ſuch a manner, that a man had 


make no manner of doubt but it is about your Jaw- 
ſuit; but Belzebub himſelf, I believe, pol 85 pu- 
zled to decypher it. 

Alceſtes. Well! how! what does this paper diſ- 
cover, traitor, with reſpect to our ae you 


ſpoke of juſt now? 2? 
Du Bois. I will tell you, Sir; an have after 


came a man that I had often ſeen with you, aud en- 


cuired after you with great carneſtneſs; and not find- 


need to be more cunning than the devil to read it. 1 


Ia, 
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ing you, charged me ſoftly, knowing that I am a ve- 
ry faithful ſervant, to tell you—fiay, what do you call 
him? 

Alceſtes. No matter for his name, raſcal, tell me 
what he ſaid to thee ? 

Du Bois. In ſhort, it is one of your friends, and 
that is ſufficient. He told me that it is at your pe- 
ril not to go hence, and that fortune chreatens you 
here wita being arreſted. 

Alceſtes. But how? would he not Weaiy any 
thing to you? 

Du Bois. No, he aſked me for a pen; ink, and 
paper; and; writ a word or two, by which, I believe, 
you may come at the en cf the bottom of 
this, myſtery, 

Alceſtes. Give it me then 

Cclimene. What gan there be 1 in this? 

Alceſtes. Ido not know, but I. long to be fully 


ws into it. Make haſte, thou impertinent villain! 


Du Bois after having fumbled for it a long while, ] 
Troth, Sir, J left it upon your table. | 
Alceſtes. I do not know what hinders me from 
Celimene. Do not put yourſelf in a paſſion, but 
80 and unravel this perplexing buſineſs. 
Alceſtes. It ſeems. to me that fortune, in ſpite 
* all my endeavours, has ſworn to debar me of your 


converſation; but aſſiſt me, madam, to triumph o- 


ver her malice, by giving me permiſſion to ſee you 
in the el 


$6. THE MAN: HATER. 


A RA . a 
EEE SS SSSOSSISSSSSOD 


ACT V. SCENE- I. 
Lenni PHI LINT E s. 


| ALCESTES, 
Declare my reſolution is fixed. 
Philintes. But let the blow be never fo Fmvere, 
ought it to 8 
Alceſtes. All that you can oy Wn have no effect 
upon me, I am fully reſolved. ' It is time for an 


honeſt man to ſequeſter himſelf from the world, 


when the age is ſo perverſe as to have no regard for 
honour, probity, or juſtice. The whole world, as 

ell as myſelf, were fully convinced of the Juftice 
of my cauſe: and notwithſtanding all this, to loſe i it, 


and one of fo baſe a character to baffle the truth, and 


by his hypocritical air have weight enough to turn, 
che ſcale of juſtice, to ſubvert property, and get his 


-villainy rewarded by a decree, is ſcandalous.— But 


to add to all this, he has fathered a book upon me, 
ſuch a piece of ſtuff as it would be unpardonable to 


read. Orontes too is his companion in propagating 
the lie about, and endeavours to vindicate it: not 
but that he is convinced that T have not juſtice done 
me, but out of malice and revenge, becauſe through 


love and tenderneſs to him I found fault with his 
verſes, which if he had publiſhed, would hare made 
him look ridiculous in the eyes of the world, and 
therefore he is become my mortal enemy. You ſee 
here therefore a ſample of the juſtice and honour 
that reigns among men; they are all traitors to one 
another; and therefore I am determined to ſequeſter 
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myſelf from the world, as I ſuppoſe there is more 
honour and honeſty to be found amongſt a parcel of 


wolves and tygers. | 
Philintes. I'think you are a little too raſh and has 


ſty 1 in judging; his credit is not ſo great as you ima- 
vine, and it is very probable he will pay ſeverely for 
it, as his falſe report has deſtreyed itſelf, and all the 
accuſations he could lay againſt you have not been a- 
ble to bring you under an arreſt. 

Alceſtes. No, you are miſtaken, for this will 
make him triumph; he is a licenſed villain, ſuch 
infamy has no effect upon him, nor will ever hurt 
his reputation. 

Philintes. But you ſtill have it in your power to 
appeal from this unjuſt. WN and ciave relief 


from 


Alceſtes. No; I will carry in no Gal It is 


true, indeed, that it will coſt me ſome hundreds, but 
then it will remain apparent to poſterity how villain- 
ous the preſent age has been, and T ſhall have a right 
to condemn the wickedneſs of human nature, and 


retain direct hatred in my breaſt againſt all the hu- 


man race. 
Philintes. But after all — 


Alceſtes. Why you cannot have the aſſurance to 
excuſe this villainy, and therefore al] your: pains is 


thrown away; bave you any thing more to ſay? 
Philintes. No, I grant you all you deſire; treach- 

ery apd diſſimulation every where prevail, and every 

thing i is ruled by intereſt and faction. But the want 


or juſtice and probity 1 in the world is no reaſon why 


we ſhould abandon: it. Thoſe faults in others gives 
us a large field to exerciſe our philoſophy, and we 
ſhould have no uſe for our virtues if juſtice and ho- 
* ruled univerſally; but when we can with a 
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heart truly virtuous bear with eden a violation of 
our juſt rights, then 

Alceſtes. Well, but notwithſtanding I len you 
to be a good orator, yet all your rhetoric is loſt on 
me. If I have a mind to be happy, reaſon requires 
that I ſhould retire from a villainous world. My 
regard for truth may bring a thouſand more quar:- | 
rels on my hand; therefore you will pleaſe leave me 
to wait here for ae ; her conſent muſt be ob- 
tained, and J ſha'l ſoon ſee whether ſhe "uy loves 
me. 

Philintes. Then let us go and wait 1 beine at 
her own apartments. 

Alceſtes. No, you may go, but I will indulge my | 
melarfcholy i in this private corner. i 

Philintes. This is leaving you in very bad com- 
pany, but I will perſuade Eliante to come immedi- 
ately to you. 


8s CEN E Il. 


c E LIM E NE, ORO NT AHS, ALCESTES, 


ORONTES, 4 
ADAM, no lover can endure to be held in 
ſuſpenſe, I muſt therefore know whether you 
will entirely make me yours; and as a proof, baniſh 
Alceſtes for ever from your prefence: therefore it 
the ardour of my flame has made any impreſſion on 
your heart, you ought not to diſſemble it. | 

Celimene. Why, I have heard you frequently ſpeak 
much in his favour; ey what _ have you 
with him now ? 


Orontes. That ſigniſies nothing at preſent; the 
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buſineſs now is to let me know wah of us you are 
determined to retain. 

Alceſtes coming ſor ward. Yn | the fame way 
of thinking, madam; the gentleman is certainly in 
the right, for affairs of this kind admit of no delay 


nor equivocation, and it is N time you ſhould de- 


clare your ſentiments. | 

Orontes. Pray, dear Sir, do not let your JE for- 
tune be diſturbed by the importunity of my paſſion. 

Alceſtes. Whether I be jealous or not, Sir, I will 
not ſhare this lady's affections with you. 

Orontes. It ſhe thanks your: love protorable to 
mine 

Alceſtes. If * is relle of. he leaſt inclination 
1 on. | - 4100 

Orontes. I fear henceforward: to make 1 no * 
tenſions to her. N | 

Alceſtes. I peremptorily ſwear never to ſet eyes 
on her more. 
Orontes. he you may * without con- 
ſtraint. 


Alceſtes. . explain yourſelf with- 


out fear. 


Orontes. You have nothing to do, but tell us 


where your inclinations are fixed. 


Alceſtes. You have nothing but to cut the mat- 


j ter ſhort, and chooſe which you will. 


Orontes. What, do you ſeem to have any difficul- 


x54 in ſuch. a choice, 


Alceſtes. What, ao you heſitate and appear un - 
certain? 

Celimene. Why, gentlemen, you ſuffer your paſ- 
ſions to. Prevail too much, and are unſeaſonahly im- 
portunatè. There is no doubt but Fam determined 


which of you to prefer, but I cannot be brought to 
C 6 
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make this declaration beſore you both, as I do's Not 
: Chooſe to make any perſon uneaſy. My behaviour 
already may have given ſufficient proof who. ſtands 
higheſt in my approbation. I hope you are content- 
ed with this declaration of my paſſion. . 
Orontes. No, madam, I defire you b a 


formal declaration, as I have ghee? to eee 


from it. 5 | 
Alceſtes. And fo do I; it is now no deans time 
for diſſimulation and evaſion, I know you are fond 
of ſhewing countenance to all the world, and there- 
fore you muſt explain yourſelf, or I ſhall tem 
your ſilence as a diſmiſſion. | 
Orontes. It gives me pleafure to ſee you ao 


with fo much ſprrit; I perfectly agree with every 


ching you have faid. 

Celimene. Deliver me!—why this is the moſt un- 
warrantable whim! ſuch nnreaforgble demands! 
I have already told you what keeps me from But 
here comes Eliante, I will be judged by her. 


SCENE III. 


ELIANTE PHILINTES, CELIMEX 8, 
ORONTES, ALCESTES. 45 


| CELLIMENE. 
ERF am perſecuted, couſin, by peaple vidoſe 
humours ſeem to me to be concerted. They 
both of them, with the ſame heat, will needs have 
me declare which of them my heart makes choice of ; 
and that by a ſentence which I muſt pronounce to 
His face, I ſhould forbid one of the two all the ap- 
plication he can make. Tell me whether this is e- 
ver done? x 


lent. 
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Eliante. Do net conſult. me upon: the ſubject: 
vou may perhaps addreſs yourſelf to a very wrong 


perſon. Jam for the people: whorfpeak their thoughts. 
Orontes. It is in vain,. madam, fox you to n 


rant 

Alceſtes. Alt __ evaſions witl be but in. fe 
conded. 

Orontes. You muſt ſpeak, and have ne wa- 


vering. 


Alceſtes You need da no more than continue 6 


Orontes- 1 dafire hut « one word. to end our de- 
hates! | 

Alceſtes. And I, for my ſhare, underſtand you, 
if you do not 9 at all. 


SCENE VV. 


A RS IN O E, CELIMEN B, E LIAN T E, 
ALCESTES PHILINTES, ACASTES, 
CLITANDER, ORONT ES. 


4a c 48 TES. | 
ADAM, we two are, with your permiffion, 
come, to clear up a myſtery. | 
Clitander to Orontes and Alceſtes.] You are here 
very a- propos, gentlemen, you are alſo concerned 
in this affair. 4 
Arxſinoe to Celimene. ] I malle no aua madam, 
but that you are furprized to fee me here; but Icame 


at the defire of theſe two gentlemen, they having 


charged you with a thing that I am fully perſuaded 
you. are entirely inndcent of; therefore, madam, I 
have buried our little differences in oblivion, that 1 
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might have you cleared from this criminal procedure 
which they have laid to: your, charge. | - 


Acaftes. Now, madam, pray let us ſee how You: 


will acquit yourſelf of this letter which PR wrote 
to Clitander. 


Clitander. Acaſtes had the honour of receiving 


this tender epiſtle from your ladyſhip. 


Acaſtes. Icanafſure you this is particularly worth 


| reading; I dare ſay you will underſtand it perfect- 
ly, for there is no obſcuriry nor equivocal expreſſi- 


ons in it. You will not, I ſuppoſe, doubt the hand- 


writing, as you have ſometimes correſponded with 


her. | bens. 


To Clitander, | 
„ Clitander, you behave very ſtrangely, to re- 
&« proach me with levity, and that I am never fo 


© merry as when out of your company, I will 


5 never forgive you, without you come immedi- 
cc ately, and in the moſt humble manner, to aſt par- 


« don for your ofence; for J aſſure you L could ne- 


« ver bear the company of our bloody Flemiſh viſ- 
count, who is the ſubject of your firſt complaint, 
cc from his ridiculous behaviour; I was once wit- 


« neſs to, of his employing his time for an hour' and 


« a half in {pitting in the baſon of a fountain, to 
„ make circles in the water; this has given me an 
« entire diſguſt at him. As for the little marquis, 
who yeſterday held me ſo long by the hand, his 
c only merit conſiſts in a hat and feather, and there 
« never was any thing ſo frippery as his whole per- 
« fon. As to the man in the green ribbands,” [To 
Alceſtes.] This I ſuppoſe is you, Sir; © he is the 
c“ moit troubleſome of all living creatures, though 
he ſometimes amuſes me with his bluntneſs and 


fr kn 
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«© humourſome chagrin; and as for the ſonnetteer,” 
[To Orontes.] This, I believe, relates to you, Sir, 
] can aſſure you his proſe is as diſagreeable to me 
6 as his verſe; though he affects to be thought a 
« wit and an author, yet nature never deſigned him 
« for either. I have hardly patience to liſten to 
% what he ſays, therefore you have reaſon to believe 


that J am not always ſo well pleaſed as you ima- 


c vine, I have perhaps ſaid more to you than I 
© ought to have done, when I confeſs that love gives 
{6.2 double reliſh to all our pleaſures, when we are 
„ engaged in the company of thoſe we love.“ 
Clitander. Now comes my turn; gentlemen. /- 

| E e ah [ Reads. 

To Acaſtes. 5 
I can aſſure you, Sir, that Clitander, who af- 
ee fects ſo much the gentle ſwain, and whom you 


complain of, is the laſt man I ſhould have a kind- 


„ neſs for. He is extravagant in perſuading him- 


„ ſelf one loves him; and you are ſo in believing 


* one does not love you. Jo be reaſonable there- 
fore, change ſentiments with him; and fee me as 
ec often as you can, to help me by your preſence to. 
te bear the trouble of being beſieged by him.” 
This, I think, is the model of a very fine charac- 


ter, madam, and you know what name properly be- 


longs to it. It is enough, we ſhall both of us ſhew 
this glorious portrait of your heart in all places. 


Acaſtes. Here is ample ſubject for me to expati- 
ate on; but I do not hold you worthy of my anger; 
and J could let you ſce, that the little marquiſſes, as 
you call them, for their conſolation, have hearts of a 
much higher price. 
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chLIMENNT, EEIAN TE, ARSIN OE, ALCESTES;. 
ORON TES, PHILINTES.. | 


ORONTES. 


you have faid and written-to me? Has your 
Pho beneath the deceitful maik of pretended ten- 


derneſs made a practice of engaging itſelf by turns 


to all mankind? Go, I was too much a dupe, and 
ſhall. be ſo. no longer: you do me. a-ſavour by. thus 
diſplaying yourſelf in your true colours, and have re- 


ſtored me thereby an heart which finds its revenge 


fully ſatisſied in taking it from you ſor ever. [To 
Alceſtes. ] Sir, Ido not know any obſtacle there i 18 
now to your paſſion, and you may conelude. matters 
with this 1 as ſoon as you ""—_— 


SCENE VL 


 CELIMENE, pay N e AL.CESTES, 


America to: wan 


THIS: is undoubtedly one of the baſeſt actions in 


the world, I can be no longer filent, I am 


ſhocked at it. Were there ever. any proeeeding like 


yours, madam ? J do not concern myſelf ſo much a- 
bout tbe treatment ihe others have received; [Point- 


ing to Alceſtes, | but (bis gentleman, who might 


have fixed your happen eis, a man. of. merit and ho- 
nour as he is, and Who * on you to idolatry, 


ſhould he have been 


FEAT! am Ithus pulled to pieges after all 


CE 
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Alceſtes. Pray, madam, leave me to manage my 
own affairs, and do not take upon you this needleſs. 
trouble. Your intereſting yourfelf ſo warmly in my 
quarreF will not have the deſired effect; my heart is 
not in a condition to requite you for this great zeat; 
and you are not the perſon J ſhould think. of, ſhould 


| I ftrive to revenge myſelf by another choice: 


 Arſinoe. Pray, Sir, do you imagine I have any 
fuch thought, and that Fſhould be in ſuch a violent 
hurry to have you? You have a-great deal of vanity, 
think, in your temper, if you can flatter yourſelf 
with ſuch-a belief: Phis lady's leavings have nothing 
fo migbty tempting in them, I aſſure you; there- 


fore let me intreat your important mightineſs to un- 


deceive yourſelf, and learn to carry it leſs haughtily; 
people of my condition are not for ſuch as you. You 
will do well to figh for her till, and 1 an to ſee 


a macs march. | 1 & vu 


SCENE vn. 


CELIMENE, inv, ALCEST'BS, PHILINTES, 


1 10 "AtCESTES ro Chitin 8 
7 ELL, in ſpite of all I ſee, I have hither 
been filent; and have let alk the world ſpeak 


before me. Have I governod nn long caoughs 


and may I now: 

Celimene. Yes, you may fay every thing; you 
have juſt cauſe to complain, and to load me with re- 
proaches. I am to blame, I confeſs it, and my con- 
fuſed mind does not ſeek to put you off with any 
frivolous: excuſe: I deſpiſed the fury of the reſt here, 
but I own my crime in reſpect to you; certainly 
your teſentment is juſt; I know how criminal I muſt 
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appear to you. I know that every thing ſpeaks, me 
falſe and ungrateful, and that in thort- you bare rea- 


ſon to hate me. Do ſo, I conſent to it. 
Alceſtes. But can I do it, traitreſs, can I thus ALY 


umph over my fondneſs? Aud though I ſhould imoſt 


.ardently with to hate you, ſhall I find a heart diſpof. 
ed to obey me? LTO Eliante and Philintes.] You 


| ſee what an unworthy: fondneſs can do, and I make 


you both witneſſes of my weaknefs. But to confeſs 
the truth to you, this is not all yet, you ſhall ſee this 


infatuation carried to its utmoſt length, and I am a- 


bout to convince you with how little reaſon ; we: are 


called wiſe; and that in the nobleſt hearts there is 


ſtiil too much of man. | Fo Celimene. |. Yes; per- 


 Adious creature, I am willing to forget your crimes, 
and can find in my heart to excuſe all your tricks, 


and cover them with the name of weakneſs, into 
which the viciouſneſs of the times has betrayed your 
youth; provided you will beartily conſent to join 


with me in a deſign I have formed, to abandon al] 


mankindgand accompeny me to that ſolitude in which 
Thave made a vow to ſpend the remainder of my: days. 
This is the only way you can, in every one's opinion, 
repair the miſchief of your late proceedings, and by 
Which, after this diſcovery, which a noble mind mull 
abhor, I may be allowed ſtill to love ou. 
Celimene. Good God! would you have me re- 
nounce the whole world in the bloom of my. you 
and bury myſelf ina deſert?! 

Alceſtes. If your flame Stats to mine, 
what ſhould all the reſt of the world a to you! 
Are not your deſires ſatisfied with me? 70. 

Celimene. Solitude is frightful to a either: ol 
Sen J am afraid I have not a foul ſuthcientiy 
heroic to form ſuch a reſolution. If giving you m; 
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hand; can ſatisfy your wiſhes, 1 m reſp) eg to tie 
the knot, and Hymen—— | 

Alceſtes. No, now my heart ute you, and this 
refuſal does more to my cure than all'the reſt. Since 
your heart is not ſo united to mine as to find your all 
in me, as I do in you, go, I diſcard you, and this 


| ſenſible affront has for ever freed | me from bee ty- 


(ys 


SCENE THE LAST, 
ELIANTE, ALCESTES, PHILINTES. 


ALCESTES to Eliante. 

T Umberleſs are the virtues, madam, which a- 
: 1 dorn your beauty; and in you alone, I have 
found ſincerity: I have had for this long time an ex- 
tream value for you; but allow me ever to eſteem 
you in the ſame way: and excuſe my heart in the 
variety of 1ts troubles, if it waves the honour of wear- 
ing your chains; J am ſenſible that I am unworthy of 
them, and begin to find that heaven has not formed 
me to be bleſt in ſo happy an union; and that the 
homage of a man, like me, would be only an affront 
to your merit. That an kedtty the outcaſt of ano- 
ther . 

Eliante. You may purſue your thought; my hand 
is under no difficulty where to beſtow itſelf : and 
here is your friend, who without giving myſelf too 
much uneaſineſs, might poſhbly accept it, ſhould I 
defire it of him. 

Philintes. Ah, madam! that honour is the ſum 
of all my ambition; and I ſhould think my life too 
poor a ſacrifice to merit ſo glorious a diſtinction. 

Alceſtes. That you may taſte true contentment, 
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may you ever retain theſe ſentiments each for theo. 


ther. Betrayed on all ſides, oppreſſed with injuſtice, 


Jam ging to eſcape a gulph where vice reigns tri- 
umphant; and to fearch out ſome remote corner of 
the earth Where I may have: the 2 8 of My. 
prog n honourably. 
4 OpPHICINTES. 
SY come, dear madam, let's exhauft our art, 
To break this ſavage purpoſe of his heart, 
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The School for HuUsBANDs, a Comedy of Three 
Aets, ated at Paris, at the Theatre of the Pa- 
lace- Nayal, June 24th, 1661. 


HE Comedy c of the School for HusBanDs: 
* is ſo copious, ſo poliſhed, and ſo ſimple, that 
few pieces, eſpecially of three acts, can be put in 
competition with itz. a freſn incident appears in e- 
very ſcene, which are artfully unfolded, and in- 
fenſibly lead to one of the moſt excellent cataſtro · 
phe's that ever appeared upon the French ſtage. The 
hint of this comedy is taken from the Adelphi of 
Terence; in which two old men, of oppoſite hu- 
mours, one an uncle, and the other a father, gave 


a very different education, the one to his nephew, 


and the other to his fon. In the Scgool for Hus- 


BANDS are two guardians, one of an indulgent 


temper, the other of a rigid one, each of whom are 
intruſted with the education of a young girl. Mo- 
here has improved upon Terence, in giving to his 
two characters not only the concern of fathers, but 
of lovers alſo, an intereſt ſo rare and lively, that it 


forms an entire new piece upon the ancient poet's . 


fmple plan. 
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SGANAREL, 
ARIS To, 
ISABELLA, | Sen. 

LeoNoRA,. | 

VA4LERE, Lover to Iſabella. 
LisETTA, Leonora's Waiting Woman. 
ERGASTE, Valere's Man. | 

A COMMISSARY. 

A NorTary. . 

Two Nane. 


5 Brothers. - 


8 0 E N F, a public place i in | Paris. 
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|» SGANA&REL« 

| vor, BE G we may not talk ſo much, 1 
0 but let each of us live according to his 

Sas 


own manner of thinking; notwithſtan- 

ding you are older, and may be wiſer, 
I will not be reproved * you, my fancy alone ſhall 
direct me. 


Ariſto. But your manner of living 1 is condemns 
ed by every body, 

Sganarel. Yes, brother, by fools like yourſelf. 

Ariſto. I am obliged to _ou for this kind com- 
pliment. 

Sganarel. Since all muſt be diſcovered, I would 
gladly know what there is in me for theſe fine ca- 
villers to find fault with. 

Ariſto. That moroſe temper, which avoids all 
| Pleaſures of ſociety, gives a whimſic 1 J air to all 
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tions, and makes yourſelf and way thing 
adout you appear barbarous. | 
Sgauarel. Do you think I would make myſelf 
a ſlave to faſhion ? Certainly I ſhould dreſs myſelf 
ior my own pleaſure; you would by your triſling 
ſtories, Mr. Elder Brother; (for, to be plain, ſo you 
are by twenty years) perſuade me into the faſhions 
of young fops; inſiſt upon my wearing thoſe ſma]l 
hits, which allow their weak brains to evaporate, 
and the large powdered buſhy v igs, which darken 
the figure of a human countenance; thoſe jerkins 
but juſt below the arms, and large bands hanging 
down, very long ſleeves to dip in the ſauce at table, 
and petticoats in imitation of breeches; thoſe hand- 
ſome ſhoes dreſſed out with ribbons, which appear 
like rough-feoted pigeons, and thoſe large rollers, 
where the captive legs are confined every morn- 
| Ing, as if they were in the? ſtocks, and which 
make thoſe fine gentlemen walk with a ſtrad- 
dle, as if they were flying ?— It would undoubt- 
edly give you great pleaſure to ſee me dreſſed out 
in the manner as I obſerve ycu always do. 
Wop One ſhould not make themſelves parti · 
r, but comply with the majority. An extreme 
on nx Ban fie is ofenfive; no wiſe man ſhould. 
have any thing affected either in his words or 
cloaths, but follow what is introduced by cuſtom. 
One ſhould not imitate people who are fo fond of 
being in extremes, that they would be uneaſy: if 
another perſon were a ſtep beyond them. But ! 
think it wreng upon one's ſingle opinion obſtinate- 
Rl to avoid what every other perfon does; it is cer- 
tainly better to be among the number of fools, 
than to be the only one ar reverſe of every other 


perſon. 
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Sganarel. This is the opinion of an old fellow, 


: who conceals grey hairs under a black periwig, to 


impoſe himſelt ou the world for younger than 


he really is. 
Ariſto. It is very odd that you muſt always up- 


braid me with my age, and rail againſt decency as 
well as chearfulneſs, as if old people were to think 


of the grave only, and not enjoy the pleaſures of 
this world at all: old age is attended with diſa- 
greeable circumſtances enough, without being] flo. 
venly and ill-tempered. 

Sganarel. I am reſolved to make no alteration 
in my drefs, be it as it will. I'will have a hat 
with a brim for to ſhelter my head, a long doub- 
let, buttoned cloſe as it ſhould be, to keep the ſto- 


mach warm for digeſtion; a pair of breeches made 


to fit my thighs, and ſhoes that will not pinch my 
toes, ſuch as wiſe people wore formerly, in ſpite of 
the faſhion; and whoever does not like my dreſs 


may cloſe his eyes. 


SCENE H. 


_ExZoxoRa, IsABELLA, LisETTA, ARISTO and 


SGANAREL whiſpering together at the further. 
part of the ſtage, without being * 


LEoNoRa to Iſabella. 
WILL take it all upon me to prevent your 
being found fault with. | 
Lietz to Habella.] What, always in a room 
without being ſeen by any body? 
Iſabella. " is his temper. 
Leonora. I pity you for it, ſiſter. 
Liſctta to Leonora. ] It is lucky for you, ma- 
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dam, that his brother is quite of a different tem- 
per; and fate was very kind to you in -throwing” 
you into the hands of a reafonable man. | 
Iſabella. It is a miracle, that he has not locked 
me up, or taken me with him to-day. . 
Liſetta., Faith I would fend bim to the devil tals ; 
his ruff, and 
Sganarel r run W — I 4 By your 
favour, whither are you going ? | 
Leonora. We do not know yet; I was eng 


my ſiſter to walk out and enjoy the benefit of this 


fine weather. But = 15 
Sganarel, to Leonora.] For your var. you may 
go where you will; [pointing to Liſetta. ] you have 


nothing to do bur ramble, both of you together; 


ſto Iſabella.] but as for you, ne, if you Wen 
I defire you may not go. 

_ Arifto. Ah! brother, let us give them ane to 
go and entertain themſelves. | 

Sganarel. I am your ſervant, nde 

Ar.ſto. Young people would 

Sganarel. Young people are fooliſh, and old ones 
too ſometimes. | 

Arifto. Do you think there: IS any barm in ber . 
going with Leonora. | 

Sganarel. No, but I would bes bave her flay 
with me. 

Ariſto. But— 

Sganarel. But her aQions ſhall by under my di- 
rection: in ſhort, I know it is np intereſt to take ö 
care of them. 

Ariſto. Am I leſs concerned. in hots of her 
fitter? ; 

Sganarel. Alas! every one judges 2nd ads as 
he chuſes. They nave no relations, and our friend, 
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their father, in his laſt moments, committed the 
care of them to us, deſiring us to marry them our- 
ſelves, or if that was not agreeable, to diſpoſe of 
them to others at a proper age; by this contract 
he choſe to give us over them from their child- 
hood the authority of father and huſband. You 
took the care of bringing up one, and Ithe other: 

you manage your- charge as you think proper, pray 
Tet me do the ſame. | 

Ariſto. I think! 

Sganarel. I think, and will ſpeak it freely, that 
L talk right upon this ſubject. You ſufer yours to 
flaunt about taudry and fine: I am fatisfied. Let 
her jaunt about, love idleneſs, allow coxcombs tor 
pay compliments to her; — with all my heart: —. 
but Lam determined mine ſhall live as I pleaſe, and 
not have her own will; ſhe ſhall be dreſſed in a de- 
cent {tuff gown, wear black on holidays, go little 
abroad, but prudently apply herſelf to houſewife- 
Ty; at her ſpare hours' mend my linen, or for her 
entertainment knit ſtockings; ſhe ſhall not hear 
the flattery of fops, nor go abroad without ſome- 
body to take care of her: in ſhort, the fleſh is weak, 
I know what is ſaid concerning theſe matters; and 
will not wear horns if I can avoid it; and as it is 
her fate to marry me, I will be as fure of her 7 
ſon as my own. 

Iſabella. You have no reaſon; I believe 

Sganarel. Be ſilent; I. will let you know whe- 
ther you are to go abroad without me. 

Leonora. What then, Sir,. — 

Sganarel. Lord, madam, no K J do not 
talk to you, for you are too wiſe. 
Leonora. Are you n to ſee Iſabella with 

us? 
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Sganarel. Why really yes, you ſpoil her for 
me. Your viſits here diſpleaſe me, and you will. 
oblige me if you” will make no more of them. 

Leonora. Muſt I alſo tell you my real ſenti- 
ments? I do not know how ſhe puts up with this; 
but I know what effect ſuſpicion would have on. 
me; and though both one woman's daughters, we: 
can hardly be ſiſters, if your uſual behaviour in- 
duces her to love you. 

Liſetta. 8o many cautions are hail « 
we in Turkey, to be locked up? It is ſaid women 
are kept like ſlaves there, and that thoſe people arc 
accurſed of heaven on that account. Our honour is 
very weak indeed, if it is neceſſary to watch it con - 
tinually: do you think you can prevent our intenti- 
ons by theſe precautions? No, no, the utmoſt craf- 
tineſs is to no purpoſe when we take any thing in - 
to our head; upon my word, the beſt way is to 
confide in us. Confinement puts our inventions 
on the ſtretch, and he that takes it in hand brings 
himſelf into great danger, for our honour is always 
for guarding itſelf. When we are ſo carefully 
watched, we have the greater deſire to do impru- 
dent things; and were I reſtrained by a huſband, 
I would be vaſtly inclined to realize his ſuſpict- 
ons. 

Sganarel to Ariſto.] This is your manner of e- 
ducatien, good Mr. Teacher; and you can bear it 
without being concerned. 

Ariſto. One ſhould only laugh at wich the ſays, 
brother; yet there is reaſon in it. Her ſex loves 
liberty, and will not be kept from it by ſeverity; 
bolts and grates, and diſtruſtful cares will not 
make virtuous wives or girls; it is not authority, 
but honcur, that will keep them to their duty. A 
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woman, who is prudent by force only, is a ſtrange 
thing indeed. It is to no purpoſe to attempt to 
govern their actions; in my opinion the heart muft 
be gained; and with all poſſible care, I ſhould nat 
think my honour very ſafe in the hands of a per- 
ſon, who wants only an opportunity of tranſtreſ⸗ 

ſing amongſt the aſſaults of temptation. | 

Sganarel. It is all nonſenfe; | 

Ariſto. Well, be it ſo; but it is my. opinion, 
that young people ſhould always be inſtructed with 
good humour; their failings ſhould be reproved 
with meekneſs, and the name of virtue not made 
terrible to them. By theſe maxims I have guided 
my cares for Leonora; I have always complied 
with her youthful deſires, and have not locked 
upon ſmall liberties as criminal; and it-gives me 
pleaſure that J have no reaſon to repent of my in- 
dulgence. I have introduced her into gentee] com- 
pany, allowed her to attend balls, plays, and all 
diverſions, which! think neceſſary to form the minds 
of young people; in my opinion, the world is a 
ſchool, which teaches the ways of life better than 
can be taught by books. She takes pleaſure in 
ſpending money upon faſhionable cloaths and li- 
nen; what would you have me do? Theſe plea- 
ſures ſhould be granted to young women, when 
one can afford it; and I am willing to gratify her 
withes. She is obliged to marry me by her father's 
deſire, but I never will be a tyrant to her. I am 
ſenſible that there is no equality. in our ages, 
therefore I give her her own choice; and if a 
great deal of tenderneſs, polite reſpect, and a 
thouſand pounds a-year, can in her opinion make 
up for the difference in age, ſhe may have me for 
a huſband; if not, let her pleaſe herſelf; if ſhe can 
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be happier with another perſon, I ſhall agree to ir: 


it will give me more pleaſure to ſee her happy 


with another, than to be n of her againſt 


her inclination. 

Sganarel. He is . | 

Ariſto. Indeed it is my temper, and I am thank- 
ful for it; I will never follow - thoſe rigid rules 
which induce children to wiſh their parents dead. 

Sganarel. But liberties of youth are not eaſily 

laid aſide, and you will not be of the ſame way of 
thinking when her manner of living is changed. 

Ariſto. And why mult it be changed? 

Sganarel. Why? 

Ariſto. Yes, why ſhould it? 

Sganare]. I cannot tell. 


 Ariſto. Is there any e in it t to hurt a per- : 


ſon's honour? 

Sganarel. And if you marry her, will ſhe pre- 
tend to the ſame liberties which ſhe took while ſhe 
was unmarried? | 

Ariſto. Why ſhould: ſhe not? 

Sganarel. Will you be fo complaiſant as to 155 
low her ribbons and patches? c 
Ariſto. Undoubtedly. 


Sganarel. Allow her to attend all ball 8 and AI 


ſemblies like a mad creature??p:?: 
Atiſto. Certainly. -> -: 


houſe? . 
Ariſto. And aa then: 2 


ments? 
Ariſto. I RAVE to it. 


Sganarel. And ſh:ll your wile hear their . 


— 4 


Sganarel. And ſhall the W come to your 8 0 


Sganarel. To make — and give entertain» 
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Ariſto. Ay. | 

Sganarel. And you will-behold theſe coxcombs 
viſits in ſuch a manner, as may ſhew you do not 
in the leaſt regard them ? 

Ariſto. Certainly. 

Sganarel. Go, you are an old fool.—['to Ifabel- 
la.] Get you in, that you may not hear this infa- 
mous conduct. 


s c EN E III. 


ARIS To, SGANAREL, LEON ORA. 
LISBTT A, „ 


ARIS To. wr, 
WILL commit myſelf to the fidelity of 1 8 


wife, and intend always to live as I have done- 


Sganarel, How. greatly will I be rejoiced "_ 
| he is. made a cuckold! 


Ariſto. I cannot tell to what fortune 1 am bor i 


but I know, that for your part, if you fail to be 
one, the fault muſt not be laid on you, for you 
have uſed every precaution to avoid it. 

Sganarel. Laugh on, giggler; O what a plea- 
ſure it muſt give one to fee a buffoon of almoſt 
ſixty. 

Leonora. I engage to preſerve him from the 
fate you talk of, if I marry him; he may afſure 
himſelf of it: but know that my heart would-be an- 
iwerable for nothing, was I to be your wife. 

Liſetta. There is a conſcience due to thoſe who 


confide in us; but it is le really, to cheat 


ſuch people as you. 
Sganarel. Be gone with your fooliſh il. bred 
tongue. "FR 


4 - = * 
e * 
4x 2 
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Ariſto. You bring this ridicule upon yourſell, 
brother. Farewell, alter your temper, and be fore- 
warned, that locking up a wife is the worſt ftep. 
you can take.—Your ſervant.” 

Sganarel. I am not your 3. 


8 O EN E IV. 


sank E alone. 

HO w . Des are all ſited one to 

7 another! what a hopeful family; a foolith 
old dotard, who acts. the fop ima crazy worn- out 
carcaſe, a girl that is miſtreſs, the arranteſt coquet 
that can be, and impertinent ſervants !——— No, 
not even wiſdom herſelf could bring it about, ſhe 
would be deſtitute of all fenfe and reaſon to endea- 
vour the regulation of ſuch a family——Ifabella 
may loſe thoſe principles of: honour ſhe bas im- 
bibed with me amongſt ſuch acquaintarice; and, 
in order to prevent this misfortune, I intend ſhort- 
ly to ſend her back again to my N and my 
turkies. 


8 CEN E V. 
ADE N E. S GAN ARE TL, ER GAS T E. 


VaLENF at the further part of the ſtage. 

HERE is the Argus that T deteſt, Ergaſte; 
the rigid guardian of her Flove. , 

„ Sag. thinking himſelf alone. Is not the 

corruption of manners ee * 2 and 


ing? N 3 
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'Valere. I will ſpeak to him, if 1 can, and e en- 
deavour to get acquainted with him. | 

Sganarel. Inſtcad of ſeeing that ſeverity prevail, 
of wh ch in former times virtue ſo properly con- 
fiſted, the young people hereabouts, debauched, 
without reſtraint, do not take 

Valere. He docs not e that we are bo- 
ing to him. 

Ergaſte. His blind eye is on this fide, 1 2 5 
let us get to the right ſide of him. 

geb el T muſt leave this place. A N life 
can obly produce in me the. 

Valere approaching him. I muſt endeavour to 
gain admittance to his houſe. 3 

Sganarel hearing a noiſe. ] How? I their 1 
heard a voice—in the country, beaven be praifed, 
O am not plagued with theſe faſhionable fooleries. 

Ergaſte to Valere:] Go up to bim. 
Sganarel ſtil} hearing a noife.} What would be 


be at? my ears tingle. — There, all the amuſements 
of our young women are Being Valere bow. ] 


Is that to me? 
Ergaſte. Go nearer. N 
Sganarel not minding Valere ] Here no cox- 
comb comes. — [ Valere bows again. What the 
euce! Turns and ſees Ergaſte bow on the other 
fide.] Again? — What mean theſe bows? 1 
Valere. Accoſting you in this manner, Sir, in- 


f terrupts you, perhaps? 


Sganarel. May be fo. 
Valere. But why ſo? I was ſo much delighted 


with the honour of your acquaintance,' that I de- 


bred vaſtly to pay my reſpects to you. 
Sganarel. Be it ſo. 
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Valere. To wait on you, and aſſure you, with- 
out any diſhmulation, that I am wholly at your ſer- 
vice. 

Sganarel. I believe ſo. | 

Valere. I am ſo fortunate as to be one of your 
neighbours, for which I am * to my happy 
deſtiny. _ 

— That is well done. 

Valere. Have you heard the news, Sir, which 
is current at court, and thought to be true? 

Sganarel. What does it concern me? 

Valere. True; ;, however, a man, fometimes, 
may be curious after novelties. Will you go, Sir, 
and ſee the grand preparations for the birth of our 
Dauphin? 4 | 

Sganarel. If I think fit. 

Valere. Paris, we own, affords us numberleſs 4 · 
— which are no where elſe. The coun- 
try is a ſolitude in compariſon. How do you paſs. 
away the time? f 8 

Sganarel. About my buſi acſs. 

Valere. The mind ſhould have ſome a ; 
it flags by too earneſt an attention to ſerious things. 
In what manner do: you. Pac the SIE: before 
bed-time? | 

Sganarel. As 1 hats. | 

Valere. Certainly; nothing ni be laid better 5 
it is a reaſonable anſwer, and good ſenſe appears in 
never doing any thing but what one chuſes. If I 

thought you was not too much taken up, I ſhould 
come ſometimes to your houſe, after rr er, to 5 
away the time. | 

Sganarel. Your ſervant. 


. 
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SCENE VI. 
VALERE, ERGASTE. 


VALERE. 


ELL, what do you think of this inf 
cal fool? 


Ergaſte. He has a ſurly way of anſwering, and 
receives people very ſavagely. 

Valere. Ah! how vexed I am! 

Ergaſte. At what? 


Valere. At what? —It provokes me to ſee her I 


love in the power of a barbarian, a watchful dra- 


gon, whoſe ſeverity will not allow her the leaſt It- 
berty. 


Ergaſte. That makes for you, and on the effect 


of it your paſſion muſt build its ſureſt hopes. 


Know, for your encouragement, that a woman that 


is watched is half won, and the peeviſhneſs of fa- 
thers and huſbands always forwards the bufinefs of 
lovers. I intrigue very little, it is my leaſt accom- 


pliſhment, and I have not the leaſt pretenſions to 


galantry: but J bave aſſiſted twenty of your ſportſ- 


men, who often ſaid, they were beſt pleaſed to meet 
with thoſe churliſh huſbands, who never come 


home withour grumbling, thoſe ſullen fellows, who 
without thought or reaſon condemn the conduct of 


their wives in every thing, and haughtily aſſuming 
upon the name of huſband, fall out with them for 


nothing in the company of their admirers.—One 
knows, ſay they, to make the beſt of theſe advan- 
tages; and the lady's indignation at ſuch kind of 
uſage, the ſoft complaining, the obliging condo- 


lence of the lover upon the occaſion, afford an op- 


—_— — 
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portunity to puſh things far enough. In ſhort, 


the ſurlineſs of Ifabella's guardian is a circum- 
ſtance ſuſhciently favourable ſor you. 

Valere. I could never find the leaſt opportuni- 
ty of converſing with her theſe four months that 1 
have been in love with her. 


Ergaſte. Loye quickens people's wits; though 


it 1 little effect on yours: if J had been— _ 


Valere. Why, what could you have done? when 


ſhe is never to be ſeen without that brute, and 


there are neither maids nor. footmen i in the houſe. 


whom I might influence to aſſiſt my paſſion vy the 


flattering temptation of a reward. 


Ergaite. Does ſhe not e 5 has you are in 


love with her? 


Valere. That i is a matter which my heart is not 


yet informed of; where: ever that churl has carried 
the fair one, ſhe has ſeen me continually after her 
like a ſhadow, and my looks have always endea- 
voured to declare to her the violence of my paſſi- 
on. My eyes have ſpoke loudly to her; but who 
can tell me whether they could mate their 7 [anguage 
be underſtood? _ 


Ergaſte. That language, it 1s true, may ſome- 


times prove unintelligible, if it has neither writing 
nor ſpeech for its interpreter. 


Valere. What thall I do to get out of this ez- 


tream _uneaſineſs, and learn if the fair one knows 
I love her? Let me know by ſome means. 


Ergaſte. That is what muſt be contrived. Let 


us go into your houſe a little, that we may b 


der Tu it JOE: 


pad frin 


A 


th 


THE ,SCHOOL FOR HUSBANDS. 19 


QA never 
ACT IL. SCENE I. 


ISAB EL LA,/SGANAREL- 
SGANAREL-. 
X. o need go no farther, I know the houſe 
and perſon by the n alone tha t In 


give me. 


Iſabella 4646 5 Be favourable to me now, ye 
gods! and let the artful contrivance of. an innocent 
paſhon ſucceed. 


Sganarel. His name. is Valere, I think you fay 
Pen tell you? 

- Iſabella. - Yes, they told me ſo. 7 

Sganarel. Go, be eaſy: get you in, and leave 
me to do it. I will go talk immediately to this 
* rake. 

Iſabella going. ] The project I am now 7 3 is 


a very bold one for a young girl; but every con- 
fiderate perſon will readily forgive me, when they 
know how ſeverely I am treated. 


SCENE II. 


Ga alone, knocking at the door, —_— 
5 it is Valere's. 


ET as loſe no time: this is the place.—Who 
is there? — Well, I am thinking.— Soho, I 
ſay, ſoho, ſomebody. I am not ſurprized, after 


this diſcovery, that he came thither juſt now in fo 
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complaifant a manner; but I will be expeditious, 


and his fooliſh hope— 
L ( 
VALERE, SGANAREL, ERGASTE. 


_SGANAREL to Ergaſte, who comes out haſtily. 

EUCE take the lubberly aſs, who plants 
himſelf like a poſt directly before me, in 

order to throw me down. 
Voalere. Sir, I am ſorry for that- 
Sganarel. Ah! it is you I look for. 
| Valere. Me, Gert 


— . - * 


Valere. Bow 
Sganarel. I come to ſpeak with you if you 
pleaſe: 7 
Valere. I ſhall do all in my power to ſerve 
ou. | 
5 -Sganarel. I am obliged to you, but I myſelf in- 
tend to do a good turn for you; and that 1 is what 
brings me to your houſe. 
Valere. To my houſe, Sir? 
Sganarel. To your houſe; need you be ſo aſto- 
niſned at that? 2 
Valere. I have great reaſon to be fo, and the 
honour you do me 1s | 
Sganarel. Pray talk no more of honour. 
Valere. Will not you walk in? 
Sganarel. There is no occaſion for it. 
Valere. Sir, pray go you firſt. 
Sganarel. Noz I will not. go a ſtep farther. 
Valere. I cannot hear you whilſt you remain 
here, | 


its 
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Sganarel. I will not ſtir. 

Valere. Well, I muſt ſubmit: Since the 
gentleman is reſolved upon it, bling? a chair hither, 
quickly. 

Sganarel. I will talk ſanding. 

Valere. Can I ſuffer you in this manner! 
Sganarel. Oh! it is a terrible force upon you! 
Valere. Such rudeneſs would be too inexcuſa- 

ble. 2 | ” 
ene [Nothing can be ſo ride as not to pay 


attention to people that would ſpeak to us. 


Valere. I obey you then. 5 
Sganarel. You cannot do better. [They uſe 
abundance of compliments about putting on their 
hats.] So. much ceremony is needleſs Win 

you hear me? 
Valere. Undoubtedly, and with : a great deal of 


: pleat ure. 


Sganarel. Anſwer me then ;—Do you know that 
I'am the guardian of a h:ndſome young woman, 
called Iſabella, who lodges in this n een 2 


Valere. Yes. 


Sganarel. If you know it, I need not inform 
you—but do you know likewiſe, that being ſenſible 
of her charms, I am concerned for her in another 
manner than as a guardian, and that ſhe is deſtined 
to the honour of my bed? 1 

Valere. No. ; 

Sganarel. Then I inform you 56 that; and; that 
it is very fit you ſhould not diſturb her with your 
paſhon. 

Valere. Who, I, Sir? 

Sganarel. Ay, you:—you need not diſemble. 
Valere. Who told you that I had a e for 


her? 
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Sganarel. People that one may believe. 
Valere. But-who, pray ? 
Sganarel. She herfelf. 

Valere. She! 

Sganarel. Ay, ſhe: Is that ſaying enough: — 
Like an honeſt girl, that has loved me from her 
infancy, ſhe told me all, juſt now; and more than 
that, charged me to let you know, that fince ſhe 
has been followed every where by you, her heart, 
which your purſuit exceedingly offends, has un- 
derſtood but too well the language of your eyes; 
that ſhe very well knows. your ſecret wiſhes; and 
that it is giving yourſelf a needleſs trouble to en- 
deavour at explaining a paſſion farther, which is 
contrary to that affection ſhe reſerves for me. 

Valere. Is it ſhe, do you 9 5 that from be 
made you— 

Sganarel. Ay,—come to give you this dank and 
faithful account; and that having obſerved the vi- 
olent love which diſturbs your mind;-ſhe would 
have made known her intentions to you, if, under 
_ fuch emotion of ſoul, ſhe could have found any 
body to fend this meſſage by; but that, at laſt, 
the vexation of being under a ſtrict confinement, 
brought her to make uſe of me, to apprize you, as 
L have told you, that her affection muſt be grant- 
dd to nobody but me; tliat you have ogled her long 
enough, and that, if you have ever fo. little under- 
Ganding, you will take fome other meaſurcs.: 
Adieu, till 1 fee you again—this is what I had to 
tell you. 

Valere low.] What think you of this adv entre, 
Ergaſte? | 
Sganarel low afide.] He is greatly amazed. 
XErgaſte low to Valcre.] 'Tis my opinion, there 
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is nothing in it to diſpleaſe you, but that fome ſub- 
tile myſtery is concealed under it: and in fhort, 
that this meſſage does not come from one who 
would deſtroy the love ſhe inſpires in you. 

Sganarel aſide.J He takes it right. 

Valere low to Ergaſte.] You judge it to be my- 
ſerious. 

E rgaſte low. Yes—but we QUIET by him; 
let us get out of his nnn 


3 e E N E iv. 


S G KNAR EL alone. 
18 confuſion plainly ſhews that he expect- 
ed no ſuch meſſage! But—Het us call Iſa- 
bella; ſhe ſhews what effect education has upon 
the mind. So virtuous is the, that the is diſpleaf- 
ed at the very looks of a a man. 


3CEN E v. 
ISABEL I. 4, G AN ARE L. 


Is ABEL LA to herſelf entering. 

J lover I am afraid does not underſtand the 
intention of my meſſage, ſo full he is of 
my paſſion; and ſince I am ſuch a priſoner, I will 
run the riſque of another that may ſpeak my mean- 
ing plainer. | 

Sganarel. Here I am returned. 

Iſabella. Well. 

Sganarel. Tour meſſage has had its full effect; 
your man's buſineſs is done. At firſt he would 
not confeſs that his heart was ſick with love, but 


when aſſured him I came from you, he was ſtruck 
B 2 
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immediately dumb and confounded, and I do not 
think he will come any more hither. At 
Ilſabella. Ha] what do you ſay? Þ very much 
apprehend the contrary, and that he is again cut - 
ting out more work for us. 

Sgenarel. What makes you chink ſor: 

Ifabclla. No ſooner was you got out of doors, 
than, putting my head out at the window to take 
the air, I ſaw a young fellow :at yonder turning, 
who came very ſurpriſingly, to wiſh me a good 
morning from that impertinent fellow, and flung 
a box directly into my chamber, in which was a 
letter ſealed like a biilet-doux.—I would immedi- 
ately have thrown-it back to him, but he was got 
to the end of the Aret, an my heart ſwells with 
vexation at it. | 

-Sganaxe)l. Obſerve the cunninp, the knavery! 

Iſabella. It is my duty to ſend back immediate- 
ly the box and letter to this woeſul lover, and I ſhall 
want ſomebody ſor that . for to make bold 
with you 

Szanarel. On the ccntrary, dearec, it convinc- 
es me the better of your affection and fidelity; my 
heart jovfully accepts the office, and I cannot ex- 
preſs bow much you oblige me N . 


Itabeila. Take it 3 "BY 
Sganazel. Well, Jet us fee waat be could write 


to you. | 
 Habella. 0 . | be ſure not to open it, 
Sganarel. For what venting 2 
Tfabella. Would you YO him the leaſt occaſion 
to imagine it was 4? Awomanof honourought 
always to avoid reading che letters a man ſends herz 
the curiofity one then diſcovers, ſtews a tecret plea- 
Lure in Hears ing one 3 fel praited; and J think it 
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proper this letter ſhould immediately be carried to 
him, ſealed up as it is, that he may io much the 
better learn how I hate him; that Eis paſſion may 
not have the leaſt hopeheaceiorward, and no more 
attempt the like extravagance. 

Sganarel. She has certainly reaſon for what fie 
ſays. Well, Tam delighted with your Ar- 
tue and diſcretion. I perceive that my inſtructi- 
ons are rooted in your foul: and, in a ward, you 
ſhew that you & ſerve to be my wife. 

Iſabella. I would nor, however, balk your curi- 
ae you have n the leiter, and you may open 
ite | a 


Ae. Alas: I have not ths leaſt curioſity; 
no, your reaſons are too good for that, and I am 
juſt going to diſcharge the eruſt you put in me; ak- 
terwards, I ſhall ſtep a little way to ſpeak a word 
or two, and. then return to make you eaiy. 


SCENE VI. 


SGANAREL od. 

OW. happy am I in finding her ſucli * pru- 

dent girl! She is a wealirg: of honour in 

my family! to take the glances of love for treaſon, 
receive a billet-doux as a very great injury, and 
ſend it back again to her gallant by me! I have a 
great defire to know, whether upon ſuch an ocea- 
fon my brother's damſel would have ated thus. 
Faith, girls are juſt what they are taught to be— 
Soho. 12 [Knocking at Valere' s doar. 
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S CLN E VI. 
Amann n dd, a GA. 


n AS TE. 
H O is there? 

Sganarel. Takethis; and tell your maf- 
ter that he muſt not any more impertinently pre- 
ſume to write letters and fend them with golden 
boxes, and that Iſabella is very vexed at it. See, 
the has mot ſo much as opened it. He will find 
how much ſhe regards his paſſion, and what hap- 
py ſucceſs he ought to expect from it. 


SCENE VIII. 
VALERE ERGASTE. 


'VALERE, : 
HAT. have * got from that papers fel- 
low? 

Ergaſte. This letter, Sir, which, with this $0x; 
he pretends that Iſabella received from you, and as 
bout which, he ſays, ſhe is very angry. She ſends 
it back to you without ſo much as opening · it; read 
it quickly, and let us ſee if I am miſtaken. 

Valere reads.] “ You will undoubtedly be ſur- 
6 prized at this letter: and both the defign of wrat- 
ing, and the manner of getting it to you, may be 
“thought very raſh in me: but I find myſelf in a 
ce ſituation not to obſerve forms any longer. The 
&« juſt dread of a marriage wherewith I am threaten- 
t ed in ſix days, makes me run all riſques: and 
ce being ceſolved to free myſelf by ſome means or 
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© other, I believe, that I ought rather to chooſe 
ec you than deſpair. However, you need not think 
that you are wholly obliged to my evil deſtiny: 
cc it is not the con{traintl am under that gives birth 
«to the ſentiments I have for you; but it is that 
«which makes me diſcover them, and forces me 
<« to paſs over thoſe formalities which the decency 
« of my fex requires. It depends on yourſelf a- 
lone to have me ſpeedily yours, and I wait you 
ee tiil you ſhew me what you love deſigns, before 
I let you know the reſolution I have taken: but 
6 above all, remember that time is preſſing, and 
„ that half a word is enough for two hearts in 
c love.“ 

Erg ſte. Well, Sir, is not this contrivance an o- 
rigine al? For a young creature, her underſtanding 
in this affair is not amiſs. Who would imagine 
her capable of theſe love ſtraragems ? 

Valere. Ah! She is an amiable creature! This 
ſtroke of her wit and friendſhip even doubles my 
paſhon for her; and adds to the ſentiments where- 
wich her beauty inſpires me. | 

Ergaſte. The ruffian is coming; conſider what 
you mult ſay to —_ 


S 0 E N E. IX. 
s GANARE IL, VAL E RE, ERGASTE. 


 SGANAREZL thinking that he was alone. 
THRICE and four time bleſt be this e- 
dict which prohibits extravagance in dreſs * 
The uneaſineſs of huſbands will be no more ſogriev- 
dus, and wives will now be limited in their demands. 
Oh! how I am obliged to the king for this de- 
B 4 
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cree! And, for the ſatisfaction of the ſaid huſbands, 
how I with that coquettry was prohibited as welt 
as laces and embroidery, I have bought the edict 
on purpoſe for Iſabella to read to me; and that, 
for want of other employment, ſhall be our diver- 
tron by and by after ſupper. [ſeeing Valere.] Will 
you ſend love- letters wirh golden boxes again, Mr. 
Fribble? You ſurely thought to find ſome young 
coquette, fond of intrigues, and caſily melted down 
by flattery; but you ſee with what an air your pre- 
ſents are received; and be aſſured, it is ſpending 
your powder to kill ſparrows. She is diſcreet the 
loves me; and ſhe is affronted at your paſſion; a- 
way, bag and baggage, therefor e, and form your 
deſigns elſewhere, 

Valere. Ay, indeed, Sir, your merit, to which 
cvery body yielde, ts too powerful an obſtacle to 
my addreſſes; and however ſincere my paſhon be 
for Iſabella, it is in vain to contend with you. 

Sganarel. It is true, it is a folly. 9 

Valere. Nor ſhould I have devoted my beast to 
the purſuit of her beauty, could I have foreſeen 
that this miſerable heart ſhauld find a rival ſo * 
midable as you. 1 teoy 

Sganarel. I believe it. | 

Wie I now, Sir, yield to you, without mur- 
muring, as I can no longer ”_ for any favour. 

Sganarel. Lou do well. 

Valere. Reaſon will have it ſo; for you 0 
virtuous, that I ſhould be in the wrong to behold 
with an angry eye the tender —— ai 9 
for you. | 

Sganarel, That is to be pal 1 20% 

Valcre. Yes, yes, I yield to you. But, Sir, E 
beſeech you, (and it is the only favour a wretched 
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lover begs, whoſe | preſent torment you are the ſole 
reaſon of:) I conjure you then, to aſſure Iſabella, 
that if for three months paſt my ſoul has loved her, 
its paſſion has been pure and ſpotleſs, and never 
had a thought which her honour could reaſonably 
be diſpleaſed at. 

- Sganarel,” Ay. 

Valere. That having nothing but my own in- 
clinations to gratify, all my deligns were to obtain 
her for a wife, if, in you, who are now the ſole 
poſſeſſor of her heart, fate had not wat wy an ob- 
ſtacle to this juſt paſſion. 

Sganarel. Mighty well. | 

- Valere; That, happen what will, he muſt not 
imagine I can ever forget her charms; that in what 
manner ſoever I muſt ſubmit to the degrees of hea- 
ven, 1 am deſtined to love her as long as I lire; 
and that, if any thing ſtifles my —— it rr 
Joſt regard J have for your merit. 

Sganarel. That is wifely ſaid, and I am going 
to inform her of this diſcourſe, at which ſhe will 
not be diſpleaſed; but if you will truſt to me, endea- 
vour earneſtly to drive this paſſion out of your head. 
1 | 


Sep moot Anne babble! 


y $0 
POR 


8 © E N E X. 
ai 40 s G ANA REI. alone. 
AM very | ſorry for this poor good-natured 
fellow; but it was unhappy for bun to think 
of r a fott _ I bad ſubdued. 
hugs f huα, Q ie [Sganarel Knock at his dar; 
n te : * B 5 ¹ 1 oof? 
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SCENE XI. 
SCANARE L., ISABELLA. 
SCANAREL. 


Nele did a letter returned unopened gire 


a lover more uneafineſs: his hopes, in ſhort, 


are quite deſtroyed, and he is withdrawn : but be 


begged me to tell you, that in loving you, his paſ- 
ſion has been pure and ſpotleſs, and never had a 
thought which could in the feaſt diſpleaſe your ho- 
nour; and that having only his own inclinations 
to gratify, all his deſires were to obtain you for a 
wife if fate had not, by making me poſſeſſor of your 
heart, oppoſed him; that, le: what will happen, 


you muſt not imagine that he can ever eraſe your 


charms out of his mind; that whatſoever decrees 
of heaven he muſt ſubmit to, he is deſtined to love 
you even to the lateſt gaſp: and that, if any thing 
Rifles his addrefles, it is the juſt regard he has for 
my merit. 'Theſe are his own words, and fo far 
from blaming him, I think him an boneſt e 
and pity him for loving you. 

Iſabella ſoftly. ] I have not been miſtaken; in my 
belief of his paſſion; his looks aſſured me alwayd 
of its innocence. 

Sganarel. What do you ſay? 

Iſabella. That it is unkind to me to pity a man 
ſo much whom I hate ſo much; and that if you 
bved me, as you ſay you do, you would be ſenſt- 
ble how 1 am affronted by his addreſſes. 4 

Sganaret. But he did not know your mind; and 
for the honeſty of his intention, his love does not 


deſerve 
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Ifabella. Is it a good intention, pray now, to 
think to run away with people? Is it acting like a 
man of honour to form deſigns of taking me from 
you, and marrying me by force, as if I was a crea- 
ture that could bear lite after iuch infamy being 
, thrown upon me? 

Sganarel. How? 

| Tiabella, Yes, really, this baſe Javers FE under- 
tand, talks of running away with me; but I can» 
not imagine, for my part, by what ſecret means he 
learned ſo ſoon that you intended to marry me at 
fartheſt in eight days, ſince it was but yeſterday 
you told me fo; but, it is reported, he will pre- 
vent that day which ſhould unite your fate and 
mine. 

Sganarel. That ſi Genifies nothing. | 

| Ifabelia. O! pardon me; he is a very honeſt 
my and does not retain for me 

Sganarel. He is in the an and this is —_— 
mg the jeſt too far. 

Iſabella. Come, your mildneſs encourages his 
folly. If, juſt now; he had found you talk ill-na- 
turedly to him, he would have been. afraid of your 
rage and my reſentment, for it is even ſince his 
letter was rejected, that he ſpoke of this ſcandalous 
deſign; and, as far as I can fee, his paſhon makes 
him ftill imagine that my heart approves. of him, 
that Iavoid marrying; whateverthe world may think 
of it, and that I ſhould with joy find ns out of 
your clutches. 

Sganarel. He is a fool. 

| Ifabella. He knows how to diſguiſe himſelf be- 
fore Jou, and his intention is to amuſe you: But be 
certain the traitor impoſes upon you with his fair 
tpceches. Lam very unhappy, I am ſure, that not- 
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withſtandin gall my endeavours to live with honour, 
and repulſe the addreſſes of a vile ſeducer, I mult 


be expoſed to the vexation of his infamous attempts 


upon me. 
8ganarel. Well, fear nothing. 

Ifabella. For my part, I aſſure you, that naked 
you ſhew yourſelf exceeding angry at ſo impudent 
an attempt, and quickly find out ſome way to free 
me from the. perſecutions of ſuch a. raſh creature, 
F will give up every 80 and not endure the afe 
fronts I receive from him | | | 

Sganarel. Come, be not ſo much nöd my | 
love; I will go find him out and tell him what 
you ſay. | \ : 

Ifabella. However, tell ** that it is in vain 
for him to deny it, for I was credibly informed of 
his deſign; and that after this notice, I dare def, 
him to ſurpriſe me, whatever he may atrempt. Ind 
2 word, that without farther loſs of time and trou- 
ble, he may be ſenſible what my ſentiments are to- 
wards you, and that, if he would avoid making 
miſchief, he muſt not want being told the ſame 
thing twice. | 

Sganarel. I will give him a right anſwer. 

Iſabella. But do it in ſuch a manner that he 2 27 
be ſenſible it comes from my very ſoul. 510 

Sganarel. Fear nn I will tell him 58 8 
3 | 11 
Iſabella. I am impatient for your return, pray 
make all poſſible haſte. I languiſh if you are from 
my ſight one moment. | 

Sganarel. Go, my heart's. delight, I will return 


immediately. 


of 


THE SCHOOL. FOR HUSBANDS. 33 


SGANARE I. alone. 

155 is impoſſible to ſind a diſcreeter or better young 

woman. — — Ahl how I am rejoiced in find- 
ing a wife according to my own wiſh! Ay, thus 
wives ought to be, and not like ſome I know, down- 
right coquettes, that ſuffer themſelves to be court- 
ed, and make their honeſt huſbands be pointed at 
thro' all the town. [Knocking at Valere's door. J 
Soke, there, where is Valere, that enterprizin g youth? 


SCENE XIII. 
vA LER E, SG AN AR EE, E RNGA S T R. 


„ A BRE« 
HAT brings you here now, Sir! 2 
Sganarel. Your follies. 
Valere. What do you mean? 
Sganarel, You know well enough what I want 
to ſpeak to you about. I tell you plainly, I took 
vou to be a more ſenſfble young man than youare. 
You came to amuſe me with your ſine ſpeeches, 
and ſecretly retain your own fooliſh hopes, I was 
inclinable to uſe you gently, but at laſt you will 
force me into a paſſion. Are yon not aſhamed, 
conſidering who you are, to invent ſuch projects 
as you do, to intend running away with a woman 
of honour, and interrupting a marriage on which 
depends her whole happineſs? we 4 
Valere. Who told i this wonderſul enn, 
Sir? | 
Sganatel. You need ro: diſemble. I 15 it 


* 
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from Iſabella; who, for the laſt time, ſends you 
word by. me, that ſhe has plainly enough diſcover- 
ed to you whom ſhe chuſes; that her heart, which 
is wholly mine, is enraged at ſuch an invention; 
that ſhe had rather die than be ſo groſsly inſulted; 
and that you will occaſion terrible doings, unleſs 
you put an end to all this uneaſineſs. 

Valere. If ſhe really ſaid what you inform me, 
I confeſs my paſſion can pretend to nothing farther.. 
Theſe expreſſions are clear enough to let me ſee 
all is over, and I muſt revere the ſentence the has: 
paſſed. 
Sganarcl. You need not in the leaſt doubt it. 
Do you imagine all the complaints I have brought 
from her to you are mere pretences? Would you. 
have her come herſelf and tell you? If you will 
not believe it, follow me, you {hall ſee it I have 
added any thing, and. if her enen heart is in 
ſuſpenſe between us. | 
m to knock at his own door. 


5CENE XIV. 


5s AB E IL LA, SCA N 4 R E L, VAL E R E, 
| E R G A BR . | 


| rs 8E LUA 
HAT do you mean? Do you take his 
Fart, and bring him to me? Do his no- 
ble 9 charm you ſo much, that you will force 
me to love him, and endure his viſits? 
Sganarel. No, dearee, I ſet too great a value on 
your heart for that; but he imagines what I told 
him to be an errant fiction, he believes it is all my 
own invention, and that I cunningly repreſent you 
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full of hate towards him, and tenderneſs for me; 
wherefore, from your own mouth I would cure him 
infallibly of an error which encourages his paſſion. 

Iſabella. What, does not my ſoul fully declare 
its meaning to you, and can you {till be * 
whom I love? | 

Valere. Indeed, madam, I might well be a 
prized at whatever the gentleman ſaid to me from 
you. I was in doubt, I own, and that final ſen-- 
tence which determines the fate of my unbounded 
paſſion, muſt be fo ſenſibly felt by me, that you 
cannot be in the leaſt offended if I deſire _ re». 
petition: of it. | 

Iſabella. No, no; you muſt not be ſurprized at 
fuch a ſentence; he told you my real thoughts, 
and I conceive them founded on reafon ſufficient 
to prove how ſincere they are. Yes indeed, I would 
have it known, and I ought to be credited, that fate 
here preſents two objects to my view, which in- 
ſpiring me with different ſentiments, agitate all 
the paſſions of my ſoul. One, by a reaſonable choice, 
whereto honour engages me, poſſeſſes all my e- 
ſteem and love; and the other, in return for his 
_ affection, has all my rage and abhorrence. I am 
delighted with the preſence of the one, but the fight 
of the other inſpires my heart with ſecret emoti- 
ons of hatred and horror. I defire nothing better 
than to be the wife of the one, but I had rather loſe - 
my life than be married to the other. But it is 
ſufficient that I declare my real ſentiments, and 
languiſh too long under thefe cruel torments; the 
perſon I love muſt now exert his diligence to de- 
ſtroy intirely the expectations of him I hate, and 
deliver me by a happy marriage froma enn 
I dread much more than death. 
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Sganarel. Ay, n dearee, I incend. to. ſatisfy: 
thy with. 
Iſabella. I cannot ho eaſy unleſs you do it. 
Sganarel. You ſhall be fo ſhortly. 
Iſabella. T know it is indecent for young wo- 
men to declare their love ſo _ | | 
Sganarel. No, no 
Iſabella. But 425. liberties may be allowed in 
the condition I am at preſent; and I can, without 
a bluſh, make this tender pn rr Rea 
whom I already look upon as my huſband. , 
Sganarel. Ay, my lovely child, myſoul's delight. 
Iſabella. Then pray let him think of m_— 
his paſſion for me. 11 
Sganarel. Ay, there, kiſs my 1 
Iſabella. Without further courtſhip, * him con 
clude. a marriage, which I earneſtly deſire; and: 
accept the aſſurance I now give himthat I will ne- 
ver hearken to the vows of any other perſon. 
| {She pretends to embrace Sganarel, and 81 
ber hand to Valere to kiſs. | U 
Sganarel. Ha, ha, my pretty. face, my ern 
dearee: you ſhall not pine very long, I promiſe you- 
Go, ſay no more. [To Valere.] Tou ſee * e 
freely, and loves none but me. 
Valere. Well, madam, very th: your mean- 
ing is plain enough: I learn by this diſcourſe what 
it is you urge me to; and ere long, I ſhall be able 
to remove from your preſenee him who is the oc- 
caſion of ſo much uneaſineſs to you. 
Iſabella. You) cannot oblige me more agrecably; 
for, in ſhort, the ſight of bim is grievous to en- 


dure; I hate him, and am 


Sganarel. 80 ſo. 


2 
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 Ifabella. Are: you diſpleaſed with what 1. e 
Dol 

Sganarel. Alas! by no means, I do not ay that; 
but, without lying, I pity his condition, and your 
averſion ſhews itſelf too violently. 

_Habella, I cannot ſhew it too much on. Luck an 
occaſion. 


Valere. Well: you ſhall hide ſatisfied z wad af: 


ter three days never more ſhall your eyes behold the 


hated object. 
Iſabella. 'T wiſh it may be ſo. Farewet. 
Sganarel. I am very ſorry for you: but—— 
Valere. Nay, you ſhall hear no complaint at all 


from me; the lady certainly does juſtice to us both, 
and E will endeavour to ſatisfy her wiſhes: kare- 


wel. 

Sganarel. Uniappy youth! how much a is 
grieved, Come embrace me, The I am Res ſecond 
ſelf. | 2 2 * » "oF 


ISABELLA, SGCGANARE L. 
SCANAREL,. 
THINK he is greatly to be ritied. 

- Iſabella. Pho! not at all. | „ 
ne I am greatly charmed with your love, 
my dearee, and I wiſh it was rewarded: Eight 
days are too long to ſtay, conſidering your impati- 
ence; I will —_—y you to- endes and will not 
invite — FLOP LIU. 
Iſabella. Wees J Re nne al 2 
Sganarel. Lou — reluctance out of mo- 


38 THE SCHOOL FOR HUSBANDS. 
deſty, but I know what joy my ſaying ſo gives you, 
and you wilh it was ee concluded. | 
Iſabella. But— 
Sganarel. Let us go prepare every woe for ws | 
wedding. 
- Jfabella aſide.) How ſhall I now, ye goa! pre- 
vent 5 ſatal match? 


AAA — i A A IR 
Cf m. SCN E “ 
184 E L LA. 


EA'TH, when compared to this fatal marri- 
D age, to which I am forced, is nothing; and 
whatever I do to avoid the terrors of it, ought to 
find forme favour with thoſe who cenſure me. Time 
preſſes: it is night: let me therefore go boldly, 
and commit my 1 to the OY of a lover. 


SGANAREE, IS ABE IL. L A. 


SGANAREL fpeaking to the people in the houſe. 
AM returned, and to-morrow I will fend _ 
lIſabella. O heaven! 

Sganarel. Is it you, my love? Whither hs ye 
go fo late? When 1 went out you ſaid you was. 
much fatigued, and would ſhut yourſelf up in yout 
chamber: nay, you begged that I would let you be 
quiet at my return, and not trouble Ag till to- 


morrow morning. wn 
Habella. It is true but— 
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Sganarel. But what? 

Iſabella. I am perplexed, you tee, nor do I know 
what excuſe to make to you for it. 

Sganarel. How fo? What can this mean? 

Iſabella. A wonderful ſecret: The reaſon of my 
going abroad at this preſent is, becauſe my ſiſter 
has, with a deſign for which I very much blame her, 
deſired my chamber of * where I have ſhut her 


3 For what purpoſe? 
Habella. Why, this very youth whom we e have 
diſcarded is beloved by her. 
Sganarel. Who? Valere? 
Iſabella. She is deſperately in love with him. 

Her coming to me at this hour of the night to diſ- 
cloſe her paſſion plainly ſhews how violent it is: 
ſhe fays that ſhe ſhall certainly die if ſhe does not 
obtain what the ſo much deſires; that their amour 
has been carried on above a year; and that they: 
made each other mutual promiſes of marriage at the 

very beginning of their fondneſs. 
__  Sganarel. A villain! 

Iſabella. That being informed to what deſpair 
I have driven the man ſhe loves, ſhe came to beg 
I would ſuffer her paſſion, to prevent a feparation 
which would much grieve her, and allow her to 
entertain her galant this evening in my name at my 
chamber window which looks into the little ſtreet, 
where, counterfeiting my voice, | ſhe may talk a 
little kindly to him, and thereby tempt bis ſtay; in 

ſhort, that ſhe may dexterouſly manage to her own 
advantage the regard he is known to have for me. 

Sganarel. And can you imagine that -- 
Iſabella. For my part, Iam provoked at it. What, 
filter, ſaid I, are you out of your wits} Are you. 
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not aſhamed to be thus in love with a man who is 
inconſtant, and changes every day? To forget your 
ſex, and deceive the hopes of a man whom heaven 
has appointed for you? 

Sganarel. He well deſerves wy and I am very 
glad of it. | , 

Iſabella. In fhort, I uſed erery method to Ciſ- 
ſuade her from making ſuch a requeſt; but ſhe 
begged fo earneltly, wept and ſighed to ſuch a de- 
gree, and told me that 1 ane drive ber to de- 

ſpair if I denied to gratify her paflion, that T was 
obliged to yield; and to juſtify chis night's in- 
trigue, which a tenderneſs for my own blood: made 
me give way to, I was going to get Lucretia to 
come and lie with me, who is fo much praiſed by 
you for her virtue; but your ſpeedy return has. 
-ynrly ſurprized mc, 

| Sganarel. No, no, I will not have this juggling 
at my houſe; 1 could agree to it ſo far as it con- 
cerns my brother, but they may be feen by ſome- 
body in the ſtreet, and ſhe whom F honour with 
my perſon ſhould not only be modeit and well- 
bred, but ſhe muſt not even be ſuſpected. Let 
us us go turn out the bee CEGENERS, and, for 
hey: paſſi on 

Hfabella- For God's ſike * not do „chat 3 you 
| will greatly confound her, and'the may juſtly com- 
plain how badly I can keep: a ſecret. - As you will 
not allow me to countenance: her debgn, ſtay here 
at leaſt till I let her out. | 

Sganarel. Well then, do. foi, N 

Habella. But above all things conceal yourſell, 
I befeech you, and let her go without ſ peaking one 
word to her. 

— Well, for thy fake I will reſtrain my 
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wrath; but as ſoon as ſhe is gone, I will go and 
tell the whole affair to my brother. 
Iſabella. Pray do not mention my name. Good 
night to you, ſor I am going to ſhut myſelf up this 
moment. 

Sganarel. Until to. -morrow, dearee. Alone. ] 
How impatient am I to fee my brother, and in- 
form him of this accident? The good man 1s bub- 
bled, with all his wiſdom, and I would not be with- 
out this diſcovery for an hundred crooẽ-ns. 

Iſabella in the houſe.] Yes, ſiſter, I am oy 
to incur your diſpleaſure, but it is impoſhble for 
me to gratity you; my honour, which is dear to 
me, runs too great a riſque by it; farewell; be- 
gone immediately. | 

Sganarel. There -ſhe goes; ſhe's a ſweet bag 
gage, I warrant ye: let us lock the door, for fear 
ſhe ſhould come back again. 

Iſabella entering. Deſert me not, good heavens! 
in my enterprize. 

Sganarel aſide. ) Whither can ſhe be cata I 
will follow her a little. 

Iſabella aſide.] The night, however, favours me 
in my diſtreſs. 

Sganarel aſide.] To Valere's lodgings! What a 
— is this! 


18 C EN E HII. 
VAL E RE, ISABELLA), SCANAREL. 
VALERE coming out haſtily. 
ES, yes, I will try ſome way this very night 


to ſpzak—Who is there? 
Labella. Softly, Valeze, it is Iſabella who now 


— —— — 


— — nl — — 
4 
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ſpeaks to you, therefore trouble Jourſelf no far- 


ther. 

Sganarel. Yow he, huffy, it is not ſhe. She 
follows cloſely thoſe laws of honour which you 
ſorſake, any you * falſely both her name and 


VOICE. 


Ifabella. But if I thought that you would * 


by the moſt ſacred ties — 
Valere. Indeed, that is the only ne of my 
deſliny: and I here ſolemnly declare to you, that 


to- Morrow, will go where- ever you oe to "iv 


m the ceremony. 


Senate alide. Poor felf-cozened fool 


Valere. Go in, and fear nothing: I now defy 


your fantaſtical guardian's power; and ſooner fhall 
this arm pierce: his heart, than he. ſhall again be 
in Poſſeſſion of thee. | 


S CEN E IV. 
SGAN ARE L alone. 


Have not the leaſt inclination, I aſſure you, to 
take from you ſuch a ſeandalous gypſey, en- 
ſlaved to her paſſion; your promiſe to her does not 
make me jealous, and you have my freœe conſent to 
take her. Ay, let us catch him with this impu- 
dent creature: the memory of her father, well wor- 
thy of reſpect, together with the great intereſt I 
have in her ſiſter, requires my endeavours. at leaſt 
to e her honour.— Soho! 


n g at a commiſſary' 8 door. a 


4 


— — Ty 


THE SCHOOL FOR HUSBANDS. 43 


SCENE V. 


SGANAREL, the CoMmiIs8aRY, the NoTaRry, 
Attendant with a Flambeau. 


\ © COMMISSARY. 

HO is there? 3 
Sganarel. Your ſervant, Mr. Commiſ- 
ſary; we want a caſt of your office; pleaſe to fol- 
low me with your light. 

Commiſſary. We are going to — 

Sganarel. Phe affair is in great haſte. 

Commiſſary. What is it? 

Sganarel. To go in there, and ſurprize two peo- 
ple together, who muſt be honeſtly married: it is 
a girl of ours whom a youth called Valere has de- 
ceived, and got into his houſe by promiſing her 


marriage; ſhe 1s deſcended from a noble and vir- 


tuous family, but— | 

Commiſſary. If it is for that, our meeting is ve- 
ry lucky, for here is a Notary with us. 
 Spganarel. Sir. | 

Notary. Yes, Sir, a public Woke: 

Commiſſary. And alſo a man of honour, 

Sganarel. That is to be ſuppoſed. Go in at the 
door, make no noiſe, but mind that no body gets 
out: you ſhall be fully ſatisfied for your pains: but 
do not fuffer ae to be greaſed in the fiſt 
however. 

Com miſſary. How? Do you imagine that offis 
cers of juſtice. 

Sganarel. I do not fay it as a reflection upon 
your office. I will fetch my brother hither this 


| 
| 
| 
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moment. Let the fambeau light me. [Aſide.“ 


I will go congratulate this Solomon. Soho. 
nn. at Ariſto's door. 


SCENE VI. 


A R 1 8 TO, + 510. . 24 . 
| Ane ts 
HO knocks ?—Oh! brother, what #4 
you here at this time of the night? _ 
Sganarcl. Come along, poor ſuperannuated fop, 
I will ſhew you fomething that is pretty. 
Ariſto. What do you mean? 0 
Sganarel. I bring you good news. 
Arxiſto. What i is it? | 
Sganarel. Where is your Leonora, ns; 
- Arifto. What is the reaſon of your aiking ? She 
is at a friend's houſe, I believe, at a ball. 
Sganarel. Hey! ay, ay, follow me: you ſhall 
ſee what kind of ball-ſhe is alt. 
 Ariſto. 1 do not underſtand vou. EF 
Sganarel. She now plainly makethvit appear how 
well you have brought her up. It is cruel to be 
conſtantly finding fault; the mind is eaſily won by 
gentleneſs; and neither maids nor wives are ren- 
dered ' virtuous by bolts, grates, and diſtruſtful 
cares. The ſex requires a, little liberty, and - by 
ſeverity we occaſion them to do amiſs. She has 
really taken her fill of it, a cunning baggage, and 
virtue with her is grown exceeding gentle. 
Ariſto. I cannot in the leaſt apprenang what you 
mean by this diſcourſe. 2 wh 
Sganarcl, Come, Mr. Elder- brother of mine, i 
is what ycu well ceterve;z and I would not for 


Co 
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twenty piſtoles, bat that you ſhould have this fruit 


of your ſilly maxims. It is plain what effect our 
inſtructions have produced on two ſiſters: one 
ſhuns galants, and the other runs after them. 

Ariſto. If you do not ſpeak plainer I cannot 

Sganarel. Why then you muſt know, that her 
ball is at Valere's, that I myſelf ſaw her go thither, 
not an hour ago, and that he juſt now has her 
in his arme. 

Ariſto. Who? 

Sganarel. Leonora. 

Ariſto. Leave off your bantering, I kefodelvyoa! 

Sganarel. Bantering! it is very good to hear 
him talk of bantering: poor ſJoul!.I tell you again 
and again, that your Leonora is juſt now with Va- 


lere, and that, they were engaged by a mutual pro- 


miſe before he thought of following Iſabella. 
Ariſto. $0 improbable is this ſtory, that---- 
He will not believe it, though he ſees 
It makes me mad. When nn are defec- 
tive here, _ avail nothing. en m a9 1 
Pointing to his forehesd 
1 Do you think; brother, that -- 
Sganarel. No, no, only follow me, ybur mind 
fhall preſently be made eaſy. Tou ſhall ſee if T 
impoſe upon you, and if they have not been: con- 
tracted for more than a year paſt. 
Ariſto. Is it likely ſhe ſhould conſent to a0 
engagement without apprizing me of itt me, who 
always from her infancy upon every occaſion have 
praCtiſed towards her a compliance, and have times 
innumerable. told her that I would never force her 
inclinations, but let her chuſe whom ſhe pleaſed ! 
Sganarel. In ſhort, your own eyes ſhall judge 
of the matter: 1 have already fetched a Commiſ- 


E 
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fary and a Notary, it is our intereſt that the ho- 
nour ſhe has loſt ſhould be repaired upon the ſpot 
by marriage; for I do not imagine you will be ſo 
mean: ſpirited as to make her your wife with this 
itain upon her, unleſs you have ſome new un- 
ments toplace you above ridicule. 

Ariſto. I ſhall never, I hope, be fo weak, as to 
deſire to poſſeſs a heart which inclines more to a- 
ny other perſon than to me. nnn! Ic can- 
not believe | 

Sganarel. What a ing you make! come a- 
long, this be would laſt for erer. 


4 


SCENE VII. 


COMMISSARY, NOTARY, 0 4 N A- 
| | and, km FE; | e 
ix £0 mes sen Hir. Ronan 

7 you deſire that they fhoult be cried} gen- 
tlemen, you need make uſe of no compulſion, 
for they are both equally inclined to it. And, as 
to what concerns you, Valere has given it under 

his hand already, that he gs for his 1 Her 
who now is with him. | 

Ariſto. The gin 

Commiſſary. She is locked up, and unlefs IU 
promiſe to gratiſy their deſires, will not ſtir a foot, 
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8 CEN E VII. 


VAL E RE, COMMISSARY, NOTARY, 


s G ANARE L, ARIS TO. 


| VALERE at the window. : 
O a ſoul ſhall enter here, gentlemen, till 
you let me know what you want. You know 
very well who I am, and I have done my part in 
ſigning the inſtrument, which they may ſhew you: 
if you.intend to conſent to the match, you muſt 
likewiſe ſet your hand to a mmer of it; but, 
if not, depend upon it, you ſhall kill me ſooner 
than take from me the object of my love. 
Sganarel. Nay, we do not deſign to ſeparate you 
from her. | Aſide ] He is ſtill ignorant who it is 
that he has got, he thinks } it is Iſabella; let us take 
advantage of his-etror,” 
Arifto to Valere.] But is that kent 
Sganarel to Ariſto. J . A n tongue. 
Ariſto. But:  » | 
Sganatel. Be quiet. 
Ariſto. I would know— 
Sganarel. What, ny hold your tongue, I tell 


you. 
Vale-e. In ſhort, whatever be the conſequence, 


Ifabella has my ſolemn promife, as I have her's, 


and I am not a match, conſidering. every thing, 


which you ſhall be admitted to diſapprove. 
Ariſto to Sganarel.] What he ſays is not 
Sganarel. Hold your tongue: I have a reaſon 
for it: and you ſhall know the ſecret, Well, wich- 
out any more ado we both agree that you are to 
marry her who is now 3 you. 
2 
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| Commiſſary. The thing is drawn in thoſe terms, 
| and a blank is left forthe name, as we did not ſee 
14 her — Come, ſign, the oy will make you all agree 
138 after wards. 
! 


\ 


Valere, I conſent to it in * May. 2 
Sganarel. I am very fond of it, for my part: 
{ Alide. ] We ſhall have ſine diverſion preſently. h 

| ere, brother, ** have tlie Honour: to ſet your 45 
1 name firſt. r 
if ' Ariſto, But why all this — Hr N 
| Sganarel. Pox take your — e 
| len your name, you fool. 1 bt 

 Ariſto. -Fle talks f ace and you 5 Leo- 
Noll. I 

Sganarel. Do not you . brother, if-i it is 
her, to allow them to make their nuptial promiſes 
11 good!! 7 
1 Ariſto. Cemdinty. | _ 
Sganarel. Sign then, and IT will do ſo too. 

Arifto, So let it be, 1 do not underſtand it. 

„ 'Sganarel. You thall he informed of the affair. 
1 Commiſſary. We will be back again ſoon, / 
1 Sganarel to Ariſto.] Well, now 1: will tell you 
'I the ſubtlety of this intrigue. 
ny [They retice to the farther part of the. ſage. 


it 1 5 CENIK. IX. 
H L ENO R A, SCANARET, AR I Ss T o, 


a i benennen 
OW 1 wind: been plagued, with abel 4 im 
rertinence of + thoſe, young coxcombs 


l 
1 


We 
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Fhey er e me to flip away from * ball pri- 


vatety. 

Liſetta. They all. endcavoured to make them- 
fn agreeable to you. Þ ©: 

Leonora. In fhort, I never met with any thing 
more troubleſome, and would be much happier in 


the meaneſt converſation, than in all their flatter- 


ing diſcourſes : they imagine all mult be given up 
to their powdered periwigs; they think themſelves 
mie wiſeſb people in the world, when, with a ſtupid 
bantering tone, they rally one in a filly manner a- 
bout the love of an obl man: but Lier more value 
upon the affections of ſuch an old man, than all 


the giddy raptures of a young ſellowe But I ſee- 


Sganarel to Ariſto.] Well, the affair ſtands iti 
this manner. I [ſeeing Leonor. ny mn. ſhe 
comes, atrended by her maid. 5 

Ariſto. I am not angry, — a, * have rea» 
n to tcomplain: you are ſenſible I never laid any 
reſtraint upon you, and have ahundred times told 
you, that you ſhould gratify your own: withes z and 
notwithſtanding this, your heart has engaged itſelf, 
both by promiſe and affectien, without my know- 
ledge. I do not repent the indulgence I have gi- 
ven you, but: your behaviour affects me ſenſibly; 
my fondneſs for you did not deſerve this return. 

Leonora. Edo not underſtand the reaſon cf your 
talking in this manner; but you may be certain I 


am the ſame I ever was; nothing can lefſen my e- 


ſteem for you: I ſhould think it a crime to have a 
regard for any ather perſon, and if you are willing 
to compleat my wiſhes, the ſacred knot {hall make 
us one to-morrow. | 
Ariſto. Upon what foundation then, brother, 
came you 
C 3 
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Sganarel. What! have not you come from Vu- 
lere's lodgings? Have you not been in love with 
him for a year paſt, and declared yur paces for 
him this very day? 
Leonora. Who has taken 5 pains to invent dich 
lies, and given you this aceount of me? 


SCENE THE LAST. 


ISABELLA, VALERE, LEO NORA, ARIS To, 
SGANAREL, COMMISSARY, NOT A- 
RY, L786 T T4, BROAS TE: 

f SITES! 
ISABELL &. 
HOPE, ſiſter, you will forgive me freely, if by 
the liberty I have taken I may have hurt your 


character. I was forced into that ſcandalous con- 


trivance by the confufian the great ſurprize put me 
into. Fate deals very differently with you and me. 
Your example condemns my paſſion. | toSganarel. } 
I will make no apology to you, Sir, as I am 2 
you a piece of ſervice, rather than uſing you ill. I 
found myſelt unworthy. of your love, and choſe ra- 


ther to give myfelf to another, than prove unwor ; 


thy of ſuch an heart as your; n. never —_— 
ed us for each other. OX -y 

Valere to Sganarel. J To receive her from your 
hands, Sir, is happineſs and glory. _ | 

Ariſto. Indeed, brother, nobody will bus! forry 
for you, though they know you are cheated; your 
own behaviour is the occaſion of wud: . n 
ſubmit to it peaceably. 

Liſetta. This reward of his miſtruſt is an ex- 


emplary ſtroke, and I am very glad of it. 
Leonora. For my part, I cannot blame this ſtra- 
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tagem; I do not know whether it ſhould be com- 
mended or not. 
Ergaſte. He is a lucky ſellow to eſcape being a 
cuckold, when lis ſtars expoſed him to the danger 
of it. 


Sganarel. Really cannot recover myſelf from 


my aſtoniſhment; this deviliſh trick confuſes my 


underſtanding : after this, he that truſts in women 
is wretched. I belicve the devil himſelf could not 
be ſo wicked as this jilt; I thought that I could 
have engaged my life that ſhe would never have 
behaved fo. Women are continually batching miſ- 
chief; they were made for a curſe to the world. 
I give up the treacherous ſex, for ever, and wiſh 
them all at the devil heartily. 

Ergaſte. Well faid. 

Ariſto. Let us all go to my houſe. Come, Mr, 
Valere, to-morrow we will endeavour to appeaſe. 
his rage. | 
Liſetta to the audience. | 
You who churliſh huſbands know that want mend- 

ing, 


Qurs is the ſchool to which you may ſend them. 
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Tae Scho- for Wives, a Comedy. of Frye delt, 


aFed at Paris, at the Theatre of. the Palace- 
Raa, December 26th, 1662. . 


＋ the firſt eo as the ee for 
WiVvrxs, all Paris flocked to Moliere's 
Theatre; however, the immenſe number of fpec- 
| tators could not ſecure him againſt ſeveral eriti · 
ciſms being publiſhed againſt his piece, though it 


_ afforded him comfort in it. $0 inveterate were 
they againſt it, that they took notice of the ſmall- 8 


eſt neglects, and exclaimed: againſt the flighteſt 
faults; but the moſt eſſential of all was overlook» 
ed, I mean; fome dangerous images in it, which 
ſhould always be baniſhed from the ſtage. But if 
we conſider only how artfully the piece is contri» 


ved, we cannot. but confeſs, that this comedy is- 


one of the moſt excellent productions of human 
genius. The repeated confidence which Horace 


places in the jealous Arnolph, who, notwithſtand- 


ing all his precautions, was always duped by a ſil- 


ly innocent young girl; the excellent character of 


Agnes, the humour of the under characters which 


were choſen to attend her, together with the na- 


tural and quick tranſition from one ſurprize to an · 
other, are excellent comic productions. What di- 
ſtinguiſhes the School. for Wives ſtill more 
particularly is, that the whole appears to be re/at- 


ed, and yet at the ſame time is all in action; a. 


ſpecies of comedy of which-neither the ancient yor 
modern ſtages have given us the leaſt model. E- 


very relation, by its proximity to the incident 


which gave occaſion to it, traces it over again in 
ſo lively a manner, that the ſpectator thinks him- 
A 2 
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ſelf preſent at it, and by a peculiar advantage which 
the relation of this piece has over the action, we 
enjoy the eifect which the fact produces, at the 
1ame time that we learn it; for the perſon who is 
concerned to be inſtruQted learns everything which 
there is the greateſt reaſon ſhould be ' concealed 
from him. The great reſemblance which appears 
in the School for HyusBanDs and the Scnoor. 
for Wives, with regard to Sganarel and Arnolph 
being both deceived by the very meaſures they 
took to prevent it, muſt turn to Molierc's reputa- 
tion, who diſcovered the ſecret cf varying what 
appeared to be ſo much alike. The ſubtil ſtrokes 
of Iſabella, which ſprang from no other principle 
but the conſtraint her guardian kept her under, 
are very different from thoſe natural ones of the 
witty Agnes, who offended againſt decorums only be- 
cauſe Arnolph had kept her in ignorance of them. 


CNS. + 


ARNOLPH, otherwiſe Mr. de la Souche. 

AeNEs, daughter to Henriques. 

Horace, lover to Agnes. 

CnRISsAL Dos, Arnolph's confident. 

HENRIQUES, brother-in-law to Chriſaldus. 

OronTEs, Horace's father, m a friend to > At- 
nolph. 

A NorART. 

ALLEN, a country fellow, Arnolph's man. 

GEORGET TH, a country girl, Arnolpl's maid. 


+ 
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SC ENE PA RIS, a ſquare in the ſuburbs. 
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CHRISALDUS. 
* *# M OU are come to marry her, you ſay? 
= y ; Arnolph. Yes, to-morrow I will fi- 


ab. niſh the affair. 5 
| Chriſaldus. We are alone here, and 


I dare ſay, may ſpeak freely, without being heard 
by any body. Would you have me to ſpeak fin- 
cerely as a friend? Your intentions make me anxious 
for you, for J think it a piece of madneſs in you 
to marry, in whatever light you may eonſider it. 
Arnolph. I believe it is true, my friend. Pro- 
bably your ownexperience makes you apprehenſive 
for me; perhaps your brows make you imagine, 
that matrimony and horns are inſeparable. 
Chriſaldus. Accidents of that fort nobody can 
avoid, and it appears'to me very fooliſh for people 
A 3 
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to be ſo careful about it. My uneaſinefs for you 
is on account of the raillery which a thouſand huſ- 
bands indure the ſting of. You know very well 
that every body ſuffers by your reflexions, and to 
_ exclaim againſt ſecretintrigues, has been your great» 
eſt delight in every place you go. 

Arnolph. Very well. Are huſbands ſo tame 
any where as in this city? We ſee them of every 
degree treated at home withdiſreſpect. One heaps 
up riches, which his wife can diſpoſe of to a per- 
ſon wha is endeavouring to make a cyckald of him;. 
another, not leſs-infamous, but more eaſy, ſees his 
wife accept of preſents every day, and is not in the 
teaft uneaſy, as ſhe tells him it is out of reſpect for 
her virtue. One makes a great buſtle, which ſerves 
but to little purpoſe: another, quite eaſy, ſees the 
ſpark viſit at his houſe, walks out, and lets affairs 
take their courſe, Qne wife, with female cunning, 
pretends to make a confident of her faithful huſ- 
band, who fleeps quietly under the deluſion, pity- 
ing the poor galant for giving himſelf-the trouble 
—which anſwers his intentions. Another, to a- 
void the appearance of extravagance, pretends the 
money ſhe expends is won at play, and the poor 
weak huſband returns God thanks for it, without = 
ſuſpecting at what game the wins it. In ſhort, you 
will find theſe ſubjeQs of ridicule every where, and 

may not 1 as a looker on laugh at them? May not 
I amongft our fool 

Chriſaldus. Very true; but be who makes a jeſt 
af another, may be afraid of being laughed at him- 
ſelf. I hear what the people ſay, how they amuſe 
themſelves with tatthng things that happen; but 
whatever is diſcovered in places where I am, no 
body ever heard me rejoice at them. I am cloſe 
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enough in that reſpect; and if I happened on theſe 
occaſions to think certain degrees. of forbearanee 
wrong: and my intention were not to ſuffer what ſawe 
huſbands hear quietly, y yet I never attempted to ſay 
this; for after all, it is to be dreaded tbat ſatire 
Will ceme home, and 2 perſon ſhould never ſay 
pobtively that he would do ſo and fo, in ſuch a 
caſe, By which means, if fate ſhould deſtine my 
brows toa diſgrace of that ſort, my behaviour would 
inquce people ta pity me, or; at leaſt, privately to 
laugh at me. But, my dear friend, your cafe 
would differ widely, and I really think you run a 
very great riſk, as you have always been ready to 
ridicule tame huſbands. In ſhort, you have been 
2 devil let looſe upon them, and to avoid being a 
ſubject of jeſt, you muſt walk upright indeed: if 
they get the ſmalleſt hold of you, they will make 
your ſhamepublic, even at the market-croſs, And 
 Arnolph. Alas! friend, de not give yourſelf a- 
ny trouble about that point. He muſt be very 
cunning indeed who catches me. The perfon I 
am to marry is {6 innocent, that my forehead ean- 
not be in any danger. I know all the artful eon- 
trivapces, and the kratagems they fall upon to plant 
horns upon us. 
Cpbriſaldus. Hey, what de you pretend? that a 
a fool, in one or 
Arnolph. A perſon is no fool, to matry an ig- 
norant wile, I believe, 3s 2 good chriſtian, your 
ether half te be very wiſe, but an artful wife is a 
very bad preſage, and lam ſenſible what certain peo- 
ple have loſt by marrying women with great abili- 
ties. Shall I plague myſelf with tbe care of a 
vitty wife, who loves to talk of nothing hut the 
ring and the drawing room ? —_ can write ten 


—— — 
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der things both in verſe and proſe ? who is viſited: 


by the marquiſes and the wits, while I, under the 
name of the lady's huſband, am like a ſaint, whom 


nobody calls upon? No, 25 none of your high 
flown genius's for me; a woman who writes, 
underſtands more than me ſhould do. I intend 


mine with ſo little of the ſublime in her, that ſhe 


-, 


ſhall be ignorant what rhime is. If one happen 
to play at thebaſker with her, andin one's turn aſk 
her, what is put into it? Let her. anſwer be, a 

cream-tart. In ſhort, I would chuſe to have her 


very ignorant: to ſay the truth, it is enough if ſhe. 


can love me, know how to ſew,” ſpin, and fay her 


| Prayers. | 


Chriſaldus. 'Then your choice would be a to- 


pid wife? 


Arnolph. 1 would prefer an ugly fool toa a hand»: 


; ſome wit. 


Chriſaldus. And wit 
Arnolph. Virtue is . 
Chriſaldus. After all, a fool may not know what: 


it is to be virtuous; and I ſhould think it very in- 


"courſe of her's. 


Epid to live all one's life with a fool. To be ſe 
rious, even that will not ſecure one from horns: 
a ſenſible woman may deviate from her duty, but 


ſhe muſt do it knowingly whereas a fool, with- 


out ever thinking of it, may fail f in the common 
Arnolph. I will anſwer as en did to 
Panurgus, to this fine argument. Endeavour to 
prevail upon me to marry a wealthy woman, and talk 
from January to June, when you are done you will 
be amazed, that all your advice is to no purpoſe. 
Chriſaldus. 1 wall fay no more to vou on that 


ſubject. 


,E 
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 Arnolph. Every one to his own way, Ina wife, 
as in other things, I will follow my own humour. 
I have money enough, and can afford to marry a 
woman that has nothing, whoſe dependence upon 
me will prevent her from reproaching me either 
with her birth or fortune. When I firſt ſaw her 
amongſt the children, her grave and mild look in- 
ſpired me with a love for her, though ſhe was then 
but four years old. Her mother was in a very low 
ation, and I thought I would beg her from her; 
and the good woman very readily gave up her charge. 
I had her brought up at a little convent, according 
to my own, directions, diſtant from all company. 
I defired them to uſe all their endeavours: to make 
her as great an idiot as they could. Thank hea- 
ven they ſucceeded to my wiſh, and as ſhe grew 
up, 1 found her filly, and was thankful for it. I 
brought her home, but as my houſe is always open 
to a hundred ſorts of people, (precaution being al- 
ways neceſſary) I have her placed out of the way 
in this other houſe, that her agreeable diſpoſition 
may not be ſpoiled by people who come to viſit me: 
have no body near her but people as ignorant as 
merſelf. You will be ſurprized at my troubling 
you with ſo long a ſtory, but it is to acquaint you 
with the care I have taken And I invite you 
this evening, as a faithful friend, to ſup with her: 
obſerve her well, and you will certainly approve my 
choice. | 
Chriſaldus. Iwill. | 
Arnolph. And by this cometfaricbl ou will 
judge of both her innocence and perſon. 0 
Chriſaldus. As to that article, what you have 
told me cannot | 
 Arnolph. The deſcription I give you, is eren 


— 
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ſhort of the truth. Her fimplicity on all occaſi- 
ons is admirable; I amoſtenliketo die with laugh- 
mg at ſome queſtions ſhe alks. The other day, 
(could you ſuppoſe it?) ſhe was uncaſy, and with 
an ignorance which nothing can equa}, came to 
aſk me if children come into the world by the 
ent. 
Chriſaldus. Hale Es Mr. Arnolph— 

Arnolph. How! Will you always give me that 
name? 

Chriſaldus. I really cannot avoid it, it comes al- 
ways into my mouth, and I never think of Mr. de 
la Souche. What the deuce has put it into your 


bead to change your name, at forty-two years of 


age; to take a title from an old rotten flump be- 
longing to your farm? 
Arxnolph. Befides the houſe being kth by 


chat name, la Souche is a more agreeable name to 


me. | 5 

Chriſaldus. It is ſhameful to give up the name 
of one's anceſtors, to take another founded on fan- 
ey; and yet it is the whim of a great many peo- 
ple, without mentioning you. I know 2 country 
fellow, named fat Peter, who had only a quarter 
of an acre of land, he made a muddy ditch round 


it, and aſſumed the name of Mr. de Lilite. 


Arnolph. Repeat none of thoſe inſtances: if you 
call me by any other name than la Souche, you 
will diſoblige me; I have W in n and will 
be called ſo. 

Chriſaldus. Few people will aba to it, and 
I ſtill ſee the directions of your letters 


Arnolph. From thoſe who are not acquainted 
with it I bear it eaſily, but for you 


Chrifaldus. Be it ſo. We ſhall not differ about 
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that; I will accuſtom n to fay Mr. de la 
3. 

Arnolph. et. I knock here only to ſay 
obod- morrow, and r them that F am re- 
turned. 

Chriſaldus aſide, going away. n I think 
him an accomplithed fool. 

Arnolph alone.] He is a little touched as toſome 
particular things. It is ſurprizing to ſee how much 
every man is wedded to his own opinion! 


CRY at his door.] Soho. 


SCENE II. 


i 


41 01 f N. ALLEN 100 GEORGETTA 
mn 


ALLEN. 
HO is there? 

Arnolph. Open thedoor. [afide. 1 They 
will be very well pleaſed ta fee- me, I fuppoſe, af- 
ter ten days abſence. 
Allen. W en a 

Arnolph. I. | 
Allen. — 
Georgetta. Well. 
Allen. Open the door below there. 
Georgetta. Do it yourſelf. £ 
Allen. You go do it. 
Georgetta. I will not go, indeed. 
Allen. Nor will I go. 
Arnolph. A pretty ſort of ceremony, while I 
am ſtanding without! Soho, ſoho there; pray 
Georgetta. Who knocks at the door? 
Atrnolph. Your maſter, 


— — 


— 
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8 What do ye — ey i cl 
. Georgetta, It is my ing ew” Open the: door 


immediately. no momma boaog 
Allen. Do you open it. =o ben 
Seorgetta. I am blowing the ſire. 


Allen. I cannot ſtir, leſt 1 OO: Hrould get 
en. and the cat eat it. | 

| Arnolph.. Which ever of you two wth not open 
— door, ſhall not ene a bit: 5 aun for vo 
theſe: four. days: nine 

Georgetta. What occaſion hare you to come,. 


when I am going? 4 „ 


Allen, Why you more than I? A. . contri-- 


zance ruy} o 42 boot ma dul awgrr 7 10 


Georgetta. Stand'out! of the: way. 
Allen. I will not, ſtand you out of the N 
Georgetta. I will open the door. | 
Allen. And I will openiat... ', .; OH 7 & 
Secorgetta. You {ball not Os 14 - 4 
Allen. No more fhall you. * 
Georgetta. Nor n 
Arnolok, had need have * * . 
Allen entering ] However, it is my buſineſs, Sir. 
Georgetta entering. J I uns ſeryant for ** 
it is mine. F 02 
Allen. Was it not: d reſpeft to my = Wl 
here, I'd 4 
Arnolph receiving a blew om, e APlague 
Allen. I beg your pardon.i';,, 3, neg) 
Arnelph. Sec that loggerhead, ele. C * : 
Allen. She is ſo too, Sir | 
Arnolph, Hold your tongues, and = wht 


am going to ſay to you. How are all here? 


Allen. Why Sir, we reich — 8 off 
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Allen's hatthree times. Sir, we we are——thank 


God we we 1 1 


 Arnolph. Fooliſn blackbead who! taught yu 
to talk to me with your hat upon your head? 

Allen. You do well, Sir, I was in the wrong. 

Arnolph to Allen. 2 4 dn m to come down 


110 me. 


2 
1 
* . ” 


* 


SCENE 118, 
ARXOLPH, GEORGETT4 


ARNOL PH. 


THE N I was away did ſhe appear melan- 
choly? 


Georgetta. Melancholy? No. 

Arnolph. No ! 

Georgetta Tes, yes. | 
Arnolph. Why then r 
© Georgerta. Yes ſhe was; the expected you every 


nden e and never a horſe, mule, or aſs paſſed by 
which ſhe did not take for you. 


» - 


SCENE IV. 


11 1 A GN ES, ALLEN; GEOR- 
| -G E A 


A RN OLP. H. 5 
ER work in her hand is a good lg 2— 


Well, nn are e wor to fee me come 
back again? 


Agnes, Yes, Sir, thank erte | 
Arnolph. And I toe am glad to ſee you again. 


— 


—ʒæb—— — 


— — rr — 
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body to catch them for you, 


* ſome affairs of conſequence. IAN 


it 15 he himſelf. Hor 
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Your face plainly ſhews you have been well n. 
I went from home. 


Agnes. Fleas have diflutbed me very anuch in 


Shes night. 7 | 
Arnolph. 0, in a lite. time : you men havefome 

Agnes. You will do mea \ Daduels. 

Arnolph. So I can cafily age. 


you about there? | 
Agnes. I am making myſelf ſome head-clothes. 


What are 


_ Your night-fhirts and caps are done. 7 


Arnolph. Very well, go up ſtairs again, I will 
be with you preſently, and will diſcourſe wie 8 | 


8 c E N E 1 


A RN OL YA hs. 635282402340 
HIS modeſt and virtuous iguorance far ſur- 
paſſes all your knowledge, your romances, your 


verſes, and your love-letters, ye learned ladies, and 


keroines of the age. One ought not to be tempt- 
ed by riches; and P a girl be virtyous — 


SCENE . 


HORACH, A R NO Lr R. 


A RN OIL E. 
HO is this I ſee? Is It he?—Ay: 72 am 
miſtaken. No, no. But it is. Nay, 


Horace. Mr. ar 7 
Arnolph. Horace. | 1 
Horace. Arnolph. 
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 Arnolph. O, j Joy extreme! How long have vou 
been here? 

Horace. Nine * 

 Arnolph. Realiy=——— 

Horace. As ſoon as I came I went to vod 
houſe, but you was not to be found. 

Arnolph. I was in the country. 

Horace. Ay, you had been gone two days. ; 

l Arnolph. What an alteration a few years make 

in children! I am ſurprized to find him grown fo, 

Ken having known him when he was ann 
Horace. You ſee how it is 

Arnolph. But, pray, how Joes: my dear: friend 
Orontes your father; whom I reſpect and revere? 
Is he hearty ſtill? He knows I bear a part in every 
thing which concerns him; it is four years ſince we 
ſaw each 120 and a letter has not Paſſed between 
us all that time. 

Horace. He is even bake than we are, Mr. 
Arnolph :—1I have got a letter for you from him: 
but by another ſince he ſends me word of his own 
coming, though I am yet ignorantof the reaſon of 
it. Do you know. who of your townſmen it ſhould 


be, that is upon his return hither with immenſe. 


riches, which he has been fourteen years acquiring 
in the Weſt-Indies? 
Arnolph. No. Did you hear his name? 
Horace. Henriques. . 
1 No. 


Horace. My father ſpeaks to me of him and his 
return, as if I was perfectly acquainted with him; 
and writes me word they are ſetting out together 
upon an important affair, which has: letter does not 
mention. 


{Giving Orontes' s letter to 4 ; 


— — — — — . . 
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Arnolph. I ſhall certainly be extremely glad to 
fee him, and will do every thing i in my power to 
entertain him. [After having read the letter.” 
Letters amongſt friends ſhould be leſs ceremonious; 
all theſe compliments are ſuperfluous; you might 
freely have uſed my fortune, without his REP the 
pains to write to me on that ſcores 
Horace. Iam one who take people at their word: 
and I have juſt now occaſion for an hundred 5. — 
tales, n 
Arnolph. Why . you oblige me in Making 
uſe of me in this manner, and I am glad 1 1 _ 
them ready for wanne N and all. 
Horace. It muſt— 
Arnolph. Let us talk au Growing elſe; 4 ind 
drop this diſcourſe. N what do oe * of 
this city? | 
Horace. Its — as its build 
ings very magnificent, and al ein its e 
irh. | Low: Fatt 
Arxnolph. Every man has bis: "IR ſuitable 
to his taſte; but as for thoſe people, who go un- 
der the name of galants, they have all they cande- 
fire in this country; for the women are made for 
coquettry, you will find them of gentle temper, 
both the fair and the brown, and the huſbands are 
withal the moſt complaiſant creatures you ever faw. 
It is an entertainment foraking, it isa meer comedy 
to me to ſee the pranks 1 do. —Youhave perhapsal- 
ready ſmitten ſome-body.—Have you had no luck 
yet? people formed like you are of more value 
than, gold you are of a N to de A cuckold- 


Horace. Why, to te 15 you BY, truth, 1 have had 
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here a certain love adventure, and. I am I 
in friendſhip to acquaint you with it. 

Arnolph aſide.] Very well, here is ſome new 
waggiſh ſtory to minute down in my pocket-book. 
_ Horace. However, I beg you would not tell it 
to any body. 

Arnolph. Oh! 

Horace. You are not ignorant that on theſe oc- 
cafions, if a feeret gets air it fruſtrates all our de- 
ſigns. I will freely tell you then, that my heart 
is captivated by a certain young lady in this city. 
My ſmall endeaveurs have immediately had fo 
much ſucceſs, that I have obtained a free admit- 
tance to her; and without boaſting of myfelf too 
much, or in the leaſt injuring her, my affairs with 
her are in a mighty good polture. 

Arnolph laughing. | Ha, ha, who is it? 

Horace pointing to Agnes's lodging. ] A very 
charming young creature, who lives in that brick 
houſe there. Simple indeed fhe is, through the 
matchleſs folly of a man who ſhuts her up from 
all company; but amidſt that ignorance to which 
he would enflave her, ſhe diſplays charms that 
would throw one into rap tures; an air moſt enga 
ging, and i know not what of tendernefs, which 
no heart js 2 againſt. But, perhaps you have 
often ſezn this young ſtar of love, adorned with 
ſuch numberleſs perfections. Agnes is her name. 

Arnolph aſide.) Oh! I burſt, 

© Horace. As for the man, it is Ithink la Zouſſe, 
or Source, that they call him; no matter which 
He is rich by what they told me, but not over- 
wife, They talked to me of him as a ridicu!ous 
fellow. Are you acquainted with him? 
Arnolph * A bitter pill! 
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Horace. Why do not you anſwer ? 
*Arnolph. O, ay——T know him. 
Horace. He is a fool, is not he? 
Arnolph. Heh: 
Horace. How mow} what do you ſay to it? 
Heh! that means yes. Ridiculouſly jealous: Fool? 
I find he is juſt as 1 was told. In ſhort, the love- 
17 Agnes has made a conqueſt of me; to tell you 
the truth, ſhe is a lovely creature, and it would be 
a-ſin to let a beauty ſo extraordinary remain in the 
power of this fantaſtical old fellow. For my part, 
all my :endeavours, all my moſt paſſionate wiſhes 
are, to make het mine, notwithſtanding this jealous 
wretch; and the money I was ſo free to borrow of 
you, is for no other purpoſe but to bring about this 
laudable enterprife. You know better than I, 
that money does everything in ſuch undertakings ; 
and that it procures the victory in love as well as 
war. But methinks you do not ſeem pleaſed z 
does my ſcheme difpleaſe you? | 
Arnolph. No, I was confidering 
Horace. You are tired with this converſation: 
Farewell. I will come preſently to your houſe, to 
thank you, + Y 
Arxnolph thinking himſelf alone. IWbat! _ 
1t— 
Horace coming back J Once more, I beg you 
would take care, and not let any one know what 


I have been ſaying to you. 
Arnolph thinking himſelf alone] What my 


loa now icel> 
Horace coming back. Eſpecially my father, 


who would perhaps be angry at it. 
Arnolph thinking he will come back again. | 


0 — alone.] Ob! what have 1 ſuffered during 
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this diſcourſe ! never was any body ſo vexed as I 
have been! With what imprudence and what ex- 
tremehaſte he came to give an account of this bu- 
ſineſs to me myſelf! Though my othername keeps 
him in an error, yet did ever any hair-brains run 
on ſo furiouſly? but having ſuifered ſo much, I 
ſhould have been more peaceable, till I had diſco- 
vered what I have reaſon to apprehend; I ſhould 
have encouraged his. fooliſh babbling, by which I 
might thoroughly have informed myſelf of what is 
carrying on. privately between them. I will en- 
deavour to join him again, he is not got far, I be- 
lieve, and get out of him the whole ſecret of this 
matter. I tremble for fear of the misfortune that 
may befal me by ſo dging; we often ſeek after 
wa we would not find. 


duenne N e 
ACT u. SCENE I. 


-ARNOLPH, 

TY miſſing the way he went is really very 

lucky, for I do not think I could have 
concealed my perturbation of mind, which I am 
not willing he ſhould know at preſent. But I am 
not a man that can put up this matter, and leave 
the ſpark at liberty to purſue his deſign. I am 
reſolved to fruſtrate it, and be informed how mat- 
ters have been carried on between them, I take 
it, that my honour is deeply concerned therein: 
as the caſe ſtands, I conſider her as a wife already. 
I ſhall be blamed, and no one elſe, for whatever 
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ſhe does amiſs, O wretched: Journey arp 
abf ence! | 
[Knoeking at the door, 


80 * * * II. 


ein 
ae , rr 


j 


TITTY 
Mt Sir, this tim — 
. Arxnolph. Be quiet. Gas hither both of 
ye: That way, that: moe Wy tA m_—_— 
I ſay. FLIES 3 
; Georgetta! Abt you frighten x me ! my blood 
runs chill in my veins! |. 

Arnolph. Is this the wing: you 1 eee me 
in my abſence? and have eme both ee me 
by agreement?! 

Georgetta falling at Amme 8 p +5 & | 0 pray, 
Sir, do not eat me. 

Allen afide.] I am certain 1 8 dog has 

bit him. 
Arnelph aſide.) Ugh! I - cannot ſpeak — 
fo faſt, I am ſtifled; would I could throw off all 
my elothes. [To Allen and Georg getta. ] Ye. baſe 
vipers, you have ſuffered a man to come then, 
have ye—What, would you run away bY cumulſt 
this inſtant—if you ſtir— I Will have you tell me. 
Ugh! Ay, I will have you both—8 death! ſtir 
not a foot, elſe I will kill you How came that 
man into my houſe? Heh!—ſpeak, Cpanting. J. 
make haſte, quick, diſpatch, in a moment, . ithout 
conſidering; will ye tell me? 

Allen and Georgetta. Oh! Oh! 

Georgetta falling at Arnolph's feet.] I ſwoon. 
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Allen falling at Arnolph's feet. ] I die. 
Atnolph aſide. j I am all over in a ſweat: Let 
mebreathe a little. 1'muiſt walk and .cool my- 
ſelf, Could I have imagined when I ſaw; him a 
little one, that he would grow up for this! Hea- 
vens! what my heart endures! It would he bet- 
ter I think to draw from her own mouth by kind 
uſage an account of what concerns me. Let me 
try to moderate my paſſion. Softly, my he art, 
be not in ſucha flutter. | Po Allen and Georget- 
ta. ] Riſe, get ye in, and tell Agnes to come to 
me. Stay. [Aſiste.] They will go tell her the 
aneaſineſs I am under, and ſhe will be the leſs 
ſurpriſed; I will fetch her out myſelf. To Al- 
Jen an d —_— Wait chere ſur me. 


0010 2 CO ENT HL 


LEM. eee Dan Ta 
12 2712 alia 5 

RAT a frightful look he has! I never 

ſaw a man appear ſo terrible. = 

"Bow. That gentleman has en him, I told 
you ſo, 

Georgetta. I cannot ehen e him 
conceal our young lady ſo much, and will not let 
her ſee any company. 

Allen. It is becauſe this affair makes him jea- 
lous. 

Georgetta. But how comes this fancy into his 
head ? | 
*. Allen. It comes —it comes, becauſe he is jea- 
tous. 4 ©Þ 


B x > 
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Georgetta. Ay; but what makes him ſo? and 


Why this paſſion ? | © 11 


Allen. It is becauſe jealouſy 1 des ye under. 


ſand me right, Georgetta?is athing—which makes 


people uneaſy—and drives them all round the 
houſe. I will give you a compariſon, that you 


may conceive it better. Now tell me ſincerely, 


when you have gota meſs of porridge; if ſome gree- 
dy gut ſhould come to eat it from you, would. it 
not vex you, and make you ready to beat him Ft: 

| Georgetta. Ah, I underſtand that. 

Allen. It is juſt in the ſame 8 Wo- 
man really is a man's porridge; and when a man 
ſees other people endeavouring to dip their fin- 
gers in his Forridge, he flies nedindel into a 


| rage . 


e Ay; ; but why does not every body 
do ſo alike? What is the reaſon that ſome huſ- 
bands appear pleaſed, when their wives are in com- 
pany with fine gentlemen ? 

Allen. Becauſe every body bas not this 42 


tenous love, that would keep all ta itſelt. 


Georgetta. If my . are not dazzled, 1 ſee 


him esming ., en ns get 011A 


Allen. Your eyes are e good: it is e r e 
Georgetta. Obſerve how penfive be is. 
Allen. He is very much vexed juſt x] 


S CE N E IV. 
5 


ARNOL P H,; A L. L E htc 188 R GE TI TA. 


: ARNO IL PH aſi de. n 
HE emperor Auguſtus was told by a cer- 
tain Greek, as a maxim equally reaſonable 
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and uſeſul, that when we happened to be put in a 


paſſion by any accident, we ſhould firſt of all repeat 
the alphabet; that in the mean while our anger 
may abate, and we may do nothing which we ought 
not to do. I have purſued this advice with regard 


to Agnes, and I have brought her on purpoſe hi- 


ther, under pretence of taking a walk, in order 
that the ſuſpicions of my diſordered mind may 
artfully bring this diſcourſe about ſo as to dive in- 
to her heart, and clear up the matter gently. 


ARNOLPH, AGNES, ALLEN), GEORGETTA. 


ARNOLPH. 
\OME, Agnes. [To Allen and Georgetta 1 
Get ye in. ä 


SCENE VI. 
ARNOL PH, AGNES. 


ARNOLPH. 
T is fine walking. 
Agnes. Very fine. 
Arnolph. A. delightful day! 
Agnes. Indeed it is. 
Arnolph. What news have ye? 
Agnes. The little cat is dead. 

Arnolph. That is a great pity; but we are all 
mortal, and every one fon himielf. Had you any 
rain when I was in the country? 

Agnes. No. 
Arnolph. Were you not . 
„ 


| 
| 
| 
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Agnes, I never am tired. 

Arnolph. But what have you employ ed yourſel 
with theſe nine or ten days? 

Agnes. Thave made fix ſhirts, I think, and 


likewife fix caps. 


Arnolph having muſed a while. ] This. is a 


Mas world we live in, my dear Agnes. Ob- 
ſerve how ſcandalous people are! I have been told 
by ſome of the neighbours, that when I was from 


home, you ſuffered -a young man to come to my 
houſe, to fee and talk with you. But I gave no 
credit to theſe ſlandering tongues, and would have 
laid a wager it was falſe— 

Agnes. Lack-a-day, do not lay, you wall certain- 


ly loſe. 


Arnolph. What! was there really a man— 
Agnes. It was really fo. He ſcarce, ftrrred out 


of our houſe, I will ſwear. 


 Arnolph aſide. ] That ſhe is not in eſt; this 
fincere declaration plainly ſhews. [Aloud.] But, 
methinks, Agnes, if I remember right, I forbad 
your ſecing any body. 

Agnes. Yes: but although I ſaw him, you are 
ignorant of the reaſon of it. Had you been in my 
place, you would certainly have dome the Tame. 

Arnolph. That may be; but, in ſhort, tell me 
how this matter was. 

Agnes. It is very amazing, and Id are Lay vou 
will hardly believe ft. As I was working in the 
balcony one fine day, TI ſaw a well-made young 


man pafs along under the tree juſt by, who-obferv- 


ing that IT looked at him, immediately bowed to 


me very reſpectfully: I, in civility, not to be ibe- 
hind hand with him, returned him a eourtſy. He 


| ſoon bowed to me again, I took care to make him 
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another curtſy: and he bowing to me a-third.time, 
-Falſo anſwered with a third curtſy. He walked 
to and fro, making me every time the handſomeſt 
bow imaginable, and I, who looked at him ear- 
neſtly all the while, nde him as many curtſies: 
ſo that if night had not come on, 'T ſhould {till 


have continued i in that manner, being unwilling to 
give över, or to lie under the diſſatisfaction of hav- 


ing him Wanne that I was not ſo complaiſant 


as he. 5 
Arnolph. Very well. 


Agnes. The next day, as I was ſtanding at the 


door, there came an old woman up to me, who 


chus ſpoke: May heayen long preſerve thee in all 
thy beauty, my child, and pour forth its bleſſings 
upon thee] Becauſe it has made. thee fo Iovely, thou 
art not therefore to miſemploy its gifts; know 
therefore, that thou haſt wounded an heart, which 
now is obliged to complain of it. 


_ Arnolpl-afide. ] Ahl agent of we deril! damn- 


ed curſed jade! 
Agnes. II have T wounded any body? replied 
I, very much ſurprized. Woundedl Ay, thou 
haſt wounded him indeed, cries ſhe; and it is the- 
gentleman thou ſaweſt from the balcony yeſterday. 
Alas! ſays I, how could I poſibly do it? Did I 
throw any-thing down upon him carelefly? No, 
replies ſhe, thine eyes have given the fatal ſtroke, 
and all his hurt proceeds from their glances, Alas! 
Jays I, you furprize me much; can my eyes hurt. 
any body? Ay, daughter, cries ſhe, thine eyes 
have a deadly poiſon in them which thou doſt not 
know of. In a word, the poor wreteh is languiſh- 
ing away, and if ſo be, continues the charitable old 
woman, thy eruelty refuſes him aſliſtance, he will 
e 
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be a dead man in two days time, Bleſs mel I 


ſhould be. very ſorry for it, favs I; but what afſ- 


ſiſtance does be require of mel. my child, cries ſhe, 
he only requeſts the happineſs of ſeeing thee, and 


talking to thee: thine eyes alone are able to pre- 
vent his ruin, and remedy the miſchief they have 


produced. Good lack! ſays I, with all my heart, 
and ſince it is ſo, he may come and ſee me as en | 
as he chuſes. 


Arnolph aſide. J O curſed forcereſs! may | belt 


reward thy charitable wiles! 


Agnes. He therefore came, faw me, and, was 


—_—_ Do not you yourſelf think now, that I 


acted but reaſonably .in doing ſo? and after all, 


.could I have the conſcience to lethim die for want 


of help? I who am ſo full of pity for thoſe. that 
ſuffer, that I cannot forbear crying when a chick 


en dies? 


Arnolph aſide foftly.] All this is only the of- 


ſect of an innocent mind; and 1 muſt, blame my 


own indiſcreet abſence for it, which left this per- 
fe goodneſs expoſed to the deſigns of artful fedu- 
cers, without any adviſer. I fear the raſcal, by 
his impudent pretences, has carried. the matter 
ſomewhat beyond a jeſt. nk 

Agnes. What is the matter? methinks anne 
a little out of humour, Is it that I did amiis in 
what I told you? 

Arnolph, No. But tell me et followed upon 
this interview, and in what manner the young 


man behaved in his viſits, | 
Agnes. Lack-a-day! did you but know how. he 


was tranſported, how ſoon his ilInefs left him. 


when he ſaw me, the preſent he has made me of a 
fine caſket, and the :.:cney cur AllenandGeorget- 
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ta have had of him, you would certainly be in love 
with him, and ſay as we do. 

Arnolph. Well, but when you was alone with 
him, what did he do? 

Agnes, He ſaid he loved me with an unequal: 
Ted paſſion, and told me in the fineſt language in 
the world, things that nothing ever can come up 
to; the agreeableneſs whereof delighted me every 
time I heard him ſpeak, and raiſed within me a 
certain inexpreſſible nnn _ which I was 
valtly delighted. | 

Arnolph aſide.] O tormenting enquiry into a 
fatal ſecret, where the enquirer only ſuffers all the 
pain! | Aloud. | Beſides all this talk, all theſe 
pretty ways, did not he kiſs you too? 

Agnes. Yes he did, moſt lovingly! he took my 
hands and arms, and was. never weary. of. kiſhng 
them, 

Arnolph. Did he take nothing elfe from you, 
Agnes? [Seeing her at a loſs. ] Hah! 

Agnes. Why, he did 

Arnolph. What? 

Agnes, Take— 
 Arnolph. How! 

Agnes. 'The— 

Arnolph. What do yon mean? | 

Agnes, I dare not tell you; for perhaps you wih 
be angry with me. 

Arnolph. No, I will not. 

Agnes. Yes but you will. 

Arnolph. Indeed I will not. 

Agnes. Swear faith then. 

Arnolph. Well, faith. 

Agnes. He took — Vou will be in a un 

Arnolph. No. 
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Agnes. Yes. | 
Arnolph. No, no, no, no: ian the t do 


you mean? What did he take from "_ 


Agnes. He 
Arnolph afide.] I ſuffer A | 
Agnes. Well then, to tell you the truth, he 


took away the ribbon you ave me, but 1 could 
not help it. 


Arnolph recovering himſelf. 7 Ne matter abr 


the ribbon. But Iwant to know Whether he did 


nothing but kiſs your hands. 
Agnes. Why! do people do other things? 
Arnolph. No, no. But did not che deſtre of you 


ſome other remedy to cure the diſorder he faid 
had ſeized him? 


Agnes, He did bet if he had, I ſhould have 


given anything to-dothim good. 
Arnolph aſide.] Heaven's goodneſs be piss, 


Lam come cheaply off. If I fall into the like miſ- 
take again, I will conſent to be ill uſed. Aloud. 
Peace, it is an effect of your innocenee, Agnes: I 


will ſay no more of it: What is done is done. I 
am ſenfible that by flattering you, the ſpark only 
wants to impoſe upon you, and afrerwards'to- laugh 


at you. 
Agnes. Oh, no, the told. 0 above ener 


times. 


Arnolph. You ought not ro-hatiovertin); It is 
committing a great ſin toaceept of. calcets, and hear- 


ken to thoſe powdered beaux, to ſuffer them, in a 


languiſhing tone, to kits your hands and. be 
heart in this manner. 


_ Do you call ita ſin? For reden, 


pray? 
Arnolph. For what reaſon? Why the reaſon 1 is, 
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becauſe it is declared that hana is offentled at 
| ſuch-doings. - 
Agnes. Qfended! But how ſhould. it be offen- 
ded? Alas! it tis ſo ;{weet, ſo pleaſant ! Jadmire 
at the delight one finds in it, aud was ignorant of 
theſe things before. 
Krnolph. Aq, there is great deal af pleaſure 
in ;all-theſe:tendernefles, theſe complaiſant difcour- 
es, itheſe i fontlembraces; but they ſhould be taſt- 
ed inan honeſt: manner, and the {in ſhould be ta- 
then away by marrying. 
Agnes. After onelis : married is it n! 2 
Arnalph. Na. 

Agnes. Then, pray, marry me immediately. 
Arxnobph. If yau deſire it, I deſire it too, and 
came back ompurpoſe to marry you. 

Agnes. Nid-you really? 

Arnobph. Yes. | 

Agnes. MHlaw glad you will: make me! 

Arnolph. Ay, I do een but matrimo- 
ny will pleaſe. yau. 

Agnes. Will you haverus tw ) 

Arnolph. Nothing: more eertain. 

Agnes. If it be:ſo, I ſhall embrace you. 
Arnolph. And I thalkdo the fame by yon. 
Agnes. For my part, I do not underſtand when 
people are in jeſt. Do you ſpeak ſeriouſſy? 

Arnolph. Ay, you ſhall ſee I do. 

Agnes. We ſhall be married then? 

Arnolph. Yes. 

Agnes. But when ? 

Arnolph. This very evening. 

Agnes, laughing. This very erening? 

Arnolph. This very evening. Are you glad 
at it? 
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Agnes. Yes. 
 Arnolph: It is my deſire to 5 you happys: 
Agnes. I am very much obliged to you: what 
ſatisfaction ſhall I enjoy with him! 
| Arnolph. With whom? 
Agnes. With—him there. 
Arnolph. Him there — I do not talk of him 
there; you are a little forward, methinks, to chooſe 
an huſband. In a word, it is another body I have 
got ready for you; and as for that gentleman there, 
I intend, by your favour, (even though the malady 
he amuſes you with ſhould kill him) that hence- 
forward you ſhall break off all acquaintance with 
him: that when he comes to the. houſe, your com- 
pliment ſhall be civilly to ſhut the door upon 
him, and if he knocks, throw a ſtone at him 
out of the window, and oblige him in good earneſt 
never to come there again. Do you underſtand 
me, Agnes? I will he concealed in a corner, and 
obſerve how you behave. 
Agnes. Alack! he is ſo genteel, it is 
Arnolph. Heh !. what a ſpeech! 
Agnes. I ſhall not have the heart---- | 
Arnolph. No more diſputing. Go a ſtairs. 
Agnes. Will you really---- | 
Arnolph. Hold your, tongue; I am maſter, 


therefore you ſhall _ 
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„ E 
ACT HI. S C E NE L 


AR N OL P E, AGNES, AE L E N, 
G EBEONM GET 


ARNOLPH. | 

J following my directions, you have con- 
founded the handſome ſeducer; in ſhort, eve- 

ry thing has ſucceeded to my wiſhes, and I am vaſt- 
ly pleaſed. This it is to have a diſcreet adviſer : 
your innocence, Agnes, had been inſnared; and 
ſee what a condition you would have been in, be- 
fore you were aware of it. You were running di- 
rectly on in the high road to hell and deſtruction, 
had not I ſet you right. The ways of theſe ſparks 
are but too well known; they have fine ſtockings, 
ribbons and feathers in abundance, large wigs, good 
teeth, and a ſmooth tongue; but I aſſure you, 
there is a cloven foot underneath, and' they are de- 
vils in reality, whoſe voracious appetite endeavours 
to make a prey of female honour. However, this 
time, thanks to the care that has been taken, you 
are eſcaped with your virtue. The air wherewith I 
ſaw you throw that ſtone at him, which has ren- 
dered all his deſigns hopeleſs, makes me ſtill more 
reſolved not to delay the marriage, for which I told 
you to prepare yourſelf. But it is proper, firſt of 
all, to have a little talk with you, that may be to 
your advantage. [to Georgetta and Allen. ] Bring 
cut a chair hither. If you ever 
Georgetta, We will remember all your inſtruc. 
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tions perfectly: The other e ce there net. 
ed upon us: But---- 

Allen. May I die, if ever he get in again. es 
ſides, he is a blockhead, he gave us two erewn pie- 
ces the other day that were not weight. 

Arnolph. Get what I ordered for ſupper, an d 
as for our contract which F ſpoke of, let one of you 
fetch the Notary hither, that lives. at the corner of. 
the market-place. | 


8 C EN E H. 
a R N 0 L T A, AG N E s. 


ARNOLPE a 
Ax aſide your work, Agnes, and pay atren- 
tion to hat I am going to ſay to you: hold 
cy your head, and look at me whilſt I am ſpeak- 
ing, and be ſure zemember every thing I ſay to 
you. I intend. to marry. you, Agnes, and you. ought 
an hundred times a»day to bleſs your happy fate, 
to remind yourſelf of:the pitiful condition you were 


in, and at» the ſame time to arlmire my goodneſs, 


xhich raifes you from the mean ſtation of a poor 
country: wench to the honourable rank of a-citi- 
zen's wife; :to enjoy bath the bed and the embra- 


ces of a man who has ſhunned all ſuch .engage- 


ments, and whoſe heart has refuſed the honour it 
will do you, to twenty people very capable of plea- 
ſing. You qught, I ſay, continually to remind 
yourſelf how inſignificant you would be without 
this. glorious: alliance, to the intent that conſidera- 
tion may the- better teach you to deſerve the ſtati- 
on Iſhall place you in, am make you always knov- 
yourſelf, ſo that I may never r repent of what I do. 


1E SCHOOL, FOR WIVES. 33 


Matrimony, Agnes, is not a trifling thing; ſevere 
duties are required of a wife; and I do not deſign 
to exalt you to that candition, for you te be a Li- 
bertine and to take your pleaſure. Your ſex is 
merely dependant in that ſtate, the whole power is 
on the huſband's ſide; though they are two parts 
of the ſame body, yet thoſe two parts are far from 
being equal; one is the ſuperior part, and the o- 
ther the ſubordinate; the one is in all caſes ſub- 
jeck to the other e and that abedience 
which the well - diſciplched ſoldier ſhews to his ge- 
neral, the ſervant to his maſter, a child to his fa- 
ther, or the loweſt monk to his fuperior, eames e- 
ven very dhort of the tractableneſs, the ſubmiſſian, 
the humility, and the profound veneration which 
a wife ſhould have ſor her huſband, her chief, her 
lord and maſter. When he looks ſeriouſly upon 
her ſhe ſhould turn her eyes ves mcctatelj upon the 
ground, and never preſume to look him in the face, 
till he favours her with a gracious glance, Our 
wives, in this age, are ignorant of this, hut be not 
you corrupted by the enample of other people. Be- 
ware of-imitating thaſe fooliſh jilts, whoſe ,pravks 
aue 'talked of all the city over; and do not let the 
devil tempt you, that. is to ſay, hearken to no young 
coxcomb. Conſider, Agnes, that by making you 
part of myſelf, I give you up my hanour, which 
honour is tender, and eafily offended; that there 
is no trifling on ſuch an occaſion as this, and that 
in hell there are boiling :cauldrons. wherein wives 
that live wickedly are plunged for ever and ever. 
Thefe are not fooliſhiſtories vchichl am telling you, 
and theſe leſſons / ſhould be imprinted in your heart. 
If you practiſe them ſincerely, and avoid being a 
coquette, your ſoul will be always as white and 
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ſpotleſs as the lily, but if you forfeit your honour, 


it will become as black as a coal; you will appear 


as a terrible monfter to every Way and in time 
you will be the devil's property, and boil in hell 
to all eternity, from which I heartily pray you may 
be preſerved. Make a curtſy. As a probatio- 
ner 1n a convent muſt know her duty by heart, ſo 
ſhe that marries ſhould do the very ſame: and I 
have a writing of great importance in my pocket, 
which will teach you the duty of a wife. Some 
good body has wrote it, who is now unknown, and 
F would have you ſtudy it conſtantly. [He gets 
up. J Hold: June? s ſee if Jou can read and under- 
Rand G [Agoes reads. 


Max1Ms of Wrprock, or the duties of a mar- 
| ried r together \ with her daily rette; 


I. M A X en 


— 


c THE woman who intends to be married 


« | ought to remember, that the man who. 
cc takes her, takes her only for himſelf,” notwith-_ 


2 ſtanding the vaſt numbers of admirers which o- 


cc ther women have in theſe our days. 
Acrnolph. I ſhall explain to you what that means; 


las ur m on. 


tin l e i l. 


c She ought to conſult her huſband about her 
e dreſs; it being for him alone ſhe ſhould take care 
« of her beauty, and be regardleſs whether other 
ce people think her handſome or not. 
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III. MAXI M. 


She mult lay aſide the practice of ogling, and 


© muſt uſe no paints, pomatums, beauty -waſhes, 
« nor the numberleſs ingredients that are made 


ce uſe of to ſet off the complexion. Theſe are 
„ always mortal poiſons to honour, and the pains 
c beſtowed to appear beautiſul are ſeldom for 
the huſband's ſake. 


IV. M 41 1 Me 


60 When the goes abroad, ſhe ought, as honour 


*f requires, to prevent the wounds her eyes might 
« give, by concealing them under her hood: for 
e the ſhould wer to nen her hn. and no 
<« one elſe. 5 

v. MA X 1 M. 


+58 


00 indy: prohibits her from receiving any 


40 friends whatever, except ſuch as come to ſeeh er 
«© huſband: thoſe people of gallantry that have no 
« buſineſs but with the wife, are very difagreea- 
N ble to the 1 67D 
a VI. M A X I M. 
e She muſt not accept any vroficig from men, 
e for they: always expect me ſavour in return. 


VII. MAXIM. 


3 Amongſt her moveables ſhe muſt have neither 
« {crutoir, ink, paper, nor pens. The huſband, ac- 
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"6 Zi to good cuſtom, ſhould write all that is 
written in his family. 


/ 


VIII. * 1 _ 


Fs <Sbe-hould not go W diſorderly. ſocieties 


8 called aflemablies, which tend to corrupt wo- 


men's mind; for at theſe places they invent the 
** deepeſt plats againſt their huſbands, 


IX MAXIM. 


If a woman intends to preſerve her honour, 


<< the muſt ſhun gaming as a terrible ching; for 


« play is very bewitching, and mn drives 2 _ 


en eee Rake. 2 onifegare) 575 


TOC MR OY RS 


( She muſt never go to public walks, nor ac- 5 
4 .cept -of treats in the oountry, for it is thought 
* the huſband ns 8s at the e — fuch 


** Feen 8 


\ * 
* 


» none Bagh ha ny; hd bis cart of bos a- 
lone, and by-and-by I will explain theſe matters 


to you, as they ſhauld e, line by line. I have a 
little affair come into my head, it is only to ſpeak 


a word, and T thall not tarry long. Go in, and 
take a fpecial care of that book. If the Notary 


comes, tell him to wait till I come. 


* r 2 — 
* n * oy e 
F 
Dx 2 * 
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8 CE N E ur. 


4a R NOL n alone. 


| 1 viel is fo A in my hands, that I can 


turn her any way, therefore I eannot do 
better than make her my wife. I very narrowly 
eſcaped being chouſed in my abſence through her 
over innocence; but to ſay the truth, one's wife's 
failings had much better be from that caufe; for 
ſuch fort of miſtakes are eafily amended. Simple 
people pay great attention to their adviſers, and if 
they chance to be deceived, a word or two will put 


them right again. But it is quite otherwiſe with 


a witty wife; our fate depends on her judgment 
only; nothing can divert her from purſuing what 
ſhe is once ſet upon, and all our precepts, in this 
caſe, prove abortive. Her wit enables her to ri- 
dicule our maxims, to make virtues of her faults, 


and find out ways of deceiving the moſt dexterous, 


in order to bring about her wicked deſigns, We 


labour in vain to turn afide the blow; a witty wo- 
man is a plague in intrigue, and after her caprice 


has filently paſſed ſentence on our honour, it 


muſt be ſubmitted to. A great many honeſt 


people are able to declare as much. But my blun- 
derbuſs ſhall find no cauſe to laugh; he has met 
with what he deſerves for tattling. This is the 
common fault of our countrymen, in the poſſeſſi- 


on of good fortune they are never eaſy, while it is 


a ſecret, and this ſenſeleſs vanity is fo. valuable to 
them, that they would rather loſe their happineſs 
than not talk of it. Sure the devil muſt be very 
ſtrong in women when they chooſe ſuch rattle- 


* 


3 
% ³˙ W {ors is 


— 1— 0 
„ er RORLRS Wt aan 
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pates! and——But here he comes: let me be up- 
on my guard, and diſcover how greatly he is 


mortified. | N 


SCENE IV. 
HORACE, ARNOLP R. 


HORACE. 

lee: juſt been at your houſe, where fate ſeems 
reſolved I ſhould never meet with you; but 

I will go ſo often, that ſome moment at laſt ſhall--- 
Arnolph. Pray uſe not theſe filly compliments, 
than which nothing is more tireſome to me, and 
could I prevail, all manner of ceremony ſhould be 
wholly laid aſide. It is a wretched cuſtom, where- 
in moſt people waſte two parts in three of their 


time, Let us leave it off then without any more 


ado.' [Puts on his hat.] Well, as to your love in- 
trigue, Mr. Horace, may I be informed how you 
goon in it? I was taken off before by ſome buſineſs 


that came into my head, but I have been conſider- 
ing of it ſinee: I admire. the quick progreſs you 


have made at the ee, and am een. for 


the event. 


Horace. My paſſion * 1 unfortunate, Sir, 


ince ! diſcovered it to you. 


Arnolph. Ay! how ſo? 

Horace. 'The maſter of my fair one 1s unhappi- 
ly returned from the country. , 

Arnolph. What a nusfortune! 

Horace. And beſides, to my very great e 
he knows what has _ in * between us 
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Arnolph. How the deuce could he learn this 
affair ſo ſoon? 

Horace. I really cannot tell, but ſo it really-i is. 
Pe: my uſual hour, I went to the houſe to ſee her, 
when both the man and maid, with a voice 2nd 
countenance quite altered from what they uſed to 
be, oppoſed my entrance, and ſhut the door to my 
face with a Get you gone, you are troubleſome. 

Arnolph. The door to your face! 

Horace. To my face. 

Arnolph. That is a little hard. | 

Horace. I would have talked 'to them. through 
the door, but to all that I could ſay their anſwer 
was, You ſhall not come in, my maſter has for- 
bid it. 

Arnolph. Did they not let you 1n then? 

Horace. No. And Agnes confirmed. her ma- 
ſter's return to me from the window, by bidding 
me be gone in a very angry tone, and throwing a 
ſtone at me. | 

Arnolph. How! a tone ? | 

Horace. A ſtone that was none of the leaſt nei- 
ther, by which with her own hand ſhe received my 
viſit. 

Arnolph. The devil! Theſe are no > dn your 
affair is in no very flouriſhing way. 

Horace. Very true, this return of his has great - 
ly hurt me. 

Arnolph. Really I am ſorry for you, I t 1 
am. 

Horace. This man breaks all my meaſures. 

Arnolph. Ay, but that is nothing; you will 
find a way of ſetting yourſelf to rights again. 

Horace. I muſt endeavour by ſome intelligence 
to baffle the ſtrict vigilance of her jealous maſter. 


— — — — — — — 


—— — 
2 LO x 2 1 — * 
« « —— * 4 * 
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Arnolph. You wilt eafily do that, for when all 


is done the girl loves you. 
| Horace. I really believe ſhe does. 
2M twolyts You will bring matters to bear. 
Horace. I hope to. 
Arnolph. That ſtone has perplexed you, but 


you ſhould not be aſtonxſhed at it. 


Horace. That's certain, for F preſently ifco- 
vered that my rival was there, and managed the 
whole affair without being ſeen in it. But what 
ſurprized me, and what you will wonder at, was 
another accident I am going to tell you of, a bold 
ſtroke of the lovely girl, which one would not 
have expected from her ſimplicity. Love, it muſt 
be owned, is a ſkilful maſter; he teaches us to be 
what we'never were before, and frequently an in- 
tire alteration in our manners becomes by his leſ- 
ſons only a moment's work. He breaks through 
the obſtacles of nature in us, and his ſudden ef- 


fects have the appearance of miracles. - A coward 


is by him in an inſtant rendered courageous, a mi- 
fer liberal, and a churl obliging; he inſpires the 
greateſt blockhead with wiſdom, and makes him 


| capable of doing every thing. Agnes is a ſurpriz- 


ing inſtance of this, for ſnapping me up in theſe 
very words, Get you gone, I am reſolved never to 
ſee you more. I know all you have to ſay, and 
there is my anſwer, This ſtone, or this pebble, 
at which you would wonder, fell down with a let- 
ter at my feet; and what I admire is to find this 
letter adapted exactly to the meaning of her words, 
and the ſtone ſhe threw. Are not you ſurprized 
at ſuch an action as this? Does not love know 
the art of quickening'the underſtanding ? And can 
it be denied that his powerful flames have won- 


| 


I 


ce oY 
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derful eſfects upon the mind? What do ye ſay to 


all this? What think ye of the letter? Heh! do 


not you admire this craſty contrivance? Is not it 
comical to obſerve what a part my jealous rival 
has been acting with all this foolery? Are not 


Arnolph. Ay, very comical. 
Horace. Why, J think, it does not make you 


laugh. [Arnolph forces a laugh. J This military 
man, who fortifies himſelf in his own houſe againſt 
my paſſion, and ſeems provided with ſtones, as tho 


I meant to enter by ſtorm, who in a whimſical 


| fright encourages all his ſervants to drive me away, 
is impoſed upon before his face, even by his own 
inſtrument, by her whom he would keep in the 
utmoſt ignorance. I confeſs, for my part, though 
his return has thrown my affair under a very great 
difficulty, I think it is fo very droll that I cannot 
ſorbear laughing whenever it comes into my head, 
and methinks you do not laugh at it enough. 


Arnolph with a forced laugh. I beg your par- 


Fo Jon, I laugh at it as much as I am able. 


Horace. But I muft ſhew you her letter as a 
ſriend, in which the has writ down all that her 
heart felt, in terms ſo affecting, ſo perfectly full of 


goodneſs, of innocent tenderneſs and fincerity! 


in a word, in the verymanner that pure nature 
| expreſſes. the firſt wound love gives. 


Arnolph aſide. ] This is the conſequence of 


your writing, you gypſey: it was contrary to my 


intention that you was taught it. 
Horace reads. 1 Nase a mind to vrite to you, 


| « but I know not where I ſhall begin. I have 
© ſome, thoughts which I am deſirous you ſhould 


© be acquainted with; but I am at a loſs how tell 


them vou, and diſtr uſt my want of words. As 


C 


* 
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« T begin to underſtand that I have always been 
cc kept 1 in ignorance, Iam afraid of- writing ſome- 
cc thing that would be wrong, or ſaying 1 more than 


1 ſhould do. I do not know what vou have 


done to me; but 1 fad that I am ready to die 


55 with vexation for what Jam forced. to do againſt 


you, that it would give me all the uneaſineſs in 


1 « the world to loſe y you, and thatT ſhould be great- 


7955 delighted to be yours. There is harm, per- 


% haps, in ſaying ſo, but really I cannot forbear, 


cc thoughT wiſhit could have been brought about, 


«c and no harm bad been i in it, I am informed, 
E that all y young men are falſe, that what they ſay 


« muſt not be minded, and that every thing you 
< tell me is only to deceive me: But I aſſure you, 
« cannot yet imagine that of you, and J am ſo 
* affected by your words, that I do not know how 


tc to believe they are lies. Tel me generouſly 


if they be; for as I am devoid of any ill de- 


« ſign, you would do the greateſt injury in the 


c world ſhould you deceive me, and I believe che 
ec yexation of it would kill me. 

Arnolph aſide.] Um, Bitch! 

Horace. What do ye ſay? 

Arnolph. I? Nothing. I only coughed. 

Horace. Did you ever ſee more tenderneſs ef 
expreſſion? notwithitanding all the curſed endca- 
vours of unreaſanable power, is it poihble to find a 


better natural capacity? and is not it certainly A 


mortal ſin villainoufly to ſpoil fuch an admirable ge- 
nius? to be deſirous of obſcuring the brightneſs 
of ſuch a mind in ignorance and ſtupidity? But 
love has begun to pull off the maſk; and if by the 
favour of ſome lucky ſtar I can be able to deal with 
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this mere animal, this blockhead, this ſcoundrel, 
this brute---- 

Arnolph. Good bye to ye. 

Horace. Why in ſuch a hurry ? 

Arnolph. I have juſt thought of an important 
affair, which---- 

Horace.Can you not tell me of any body(as you livg 

in the neighbourhood) that could get admittanceinto 
this houſe? I make free with you, and it is not un- 
uſual for friends to ſerve one another on ſuch occa- 
Hons. At preſent I have no body in it but people 
to watch me; the man and maid both, as I found 
juſt now, in ſpight of all that I could do, would not 
be ſo civil as to hear me. I had a certain old wo- 
man in my intereſt for ſome time, of a genius, to 
ſay tke truth, more than human. She was very 
ſerviceable to me at the beginning; but four days 
ago the poor woman died. nn put me in 
ſome way? 

Arnolph. No, . {un will find out ſome 
without me. 

Horace.  Farewel then. You ſee what confidence 
I put in you. 


8 EN: E-: Vc. 
.ARNOL y E alone. 


JHA a reſtraint I am obliged to put upon 
myſelf before him! What! a fimpleton have 
ſo much ready wit! ſuch the huſſy has pretend» 
ed to be in my ſight. How the deuce has her 
ſoul ſucked in this ſubtility? After all, that fatal 
letter is the death of me. I find the villain has 
Corrupted her mind, and has fixed himſelf there 
C 2 
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ain my place: This gives me deſpair and mortal 
pain. I ſuffer doubly by being robbed of her heart, 
for thereby love is injured as well as honour. . It 
diftrats me to ſee my prudent meaſures defeated, 
and my place uſurped. I am ſenſiblethat to:puniſh 
her guiity paſhon, I need only leave her to her e- 
al deſtiny, and that ſhe herſelf would revenge me 
upon herſelf; but to be deprived of the thing one 
Foves is terrible. Heavens! after making uſe of 
ſo much philoſophy in my choice, why muſt I be 
fo mightily-bewitched by her .charms? She is de- 
ſtitute of parents, friends, and money; ſhe abuſes 
my care, my favours, my tenderneſs; and yet I 
love her, even after this baſe affair, ſo much that 
Jam unable to throw off this fondneſs. Fool! 
| haſt thou no ſhame? Oh 1 burſt! J am mad, and 
I could tear myſelf in pieces. ' I will ſtep in a lit- 
tle, but only to ſee how ſhe looks after ſo enorm- 
ous a crime. Heaven grant that my brows may 
be free from diſhonour! but if it is decreed that I 
muſt ſuffer it, beſtow upon me at leaſt that fortz- 
tude which ſome people are endowed with to bear 
ſuch accidents ! 1 


EO eee 
A CTY W. 8 K N K J. 


| AR N OI. P AH. | | 
XX Herever I go my mind diſtracts me, it is 
\ greatly perplexed how .to manage things 
both within doors and without, ſo as:to fruſtrate 
the deſigns of this young fop. With what efron- 
tery did the traitreſs bear the ſight cf me! what 
The has done does nat in the lcaft concern her; and 


— eee * 
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though ſhe has brought me within an inch of the 
grave, one would ſwear, to look at her, that ſhe had 
not the leaſt hand in it. The more ſhe appeared 
compoſed when I ſaw her, the more was I vexed, 
and. thoſe boiling tranſports which inflamed my 
heart, ſeemed only to redouble my ardent: paſſion. 
I was incenſed againſt her, and yet I never ſaw her 
appear ſo beautiful; her eyes, metheught, never 
were before ſo piercing, never did they before in- 
ſpire me with ſuch violent deſires: and I perceive 
it would kill me ſhould my evil deſtiny bring this 
diſgrace upon me: What? Have I brought her 
up ſo tenderly, and with fo much care? Have I 
taken her to me from her infaney? Have I indulg- 
ed the fondeſt hopes? Muſt'I build npon her grow- 
ing charms? And during thirteen years have T 
fondled her to be my own, as I'imagined, for an 


hair-brained youth whem ſhe is in love with to 
come and run away with her before- my face, and 


that even when ſhe is half married to me? No, by 
heavens, my fooliſh young' friend; by heavens, 
no: you muſt be a cunning fellow to overturn my 
project; or elſe by my faith, I ſhall render all your 
hopes abortive, and you will find no cauſe to laugh 


at me. l 


: & 15 E N E .. 
4 NOT ART, ARNO L E: 


| NOTARY. 
0 There he is! Good-morrow to ye: I am rca- 
dy to draw up the contract as you deſire, 
Arnolph not perceiving cr hearing him. In 
what manner muſt it be done? | 
C 3 
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Notary. It muſt be done in the uſual form. 


Arnolph not perceiving him. ] I will uſe all poſ- 
ble precaution. 


Notary. I will do nothing contrary to your in- 


tereſt. 


Arnolph not perceiving him. ] I muſt n a- 
gainſt any ſurprize. 


Notary. It is enough that your affairs are put 


into my hands. You muſt by no means ſign the 


contract before you receive the portion, for fear of 
being cheated. 


Arnolph not perceiving him.] I am afraid, 
ſhould I make the leaſt diſcovery, it would become 
2 public town-talk. _ 

Notary. But it is very eaſy to prevent a diſco- 
very; your contract may be tranſacted privately. 

Arnolph not perceiving him.] But how ſhall 
E ſettle the point with her ? 

Notary. 'The jointure ſhould be i in proportion to 
the fortune ſhe brings you. 

Arnolph not perceiving him.] I love her, and 
that love is the greateſt difliculty I labour under. 

Notary. In that caſe the wife may have ſo much 
the more.. 

Arnolph not perceiving him.] How to behave 
to her on ſuch an occaſion ? 

Notary. The law ſays, the huſband that is to be 
ſhall ſettle upon the wife that is to be the third part 
of her portion ; but the law ſignifies nething at all, 
you may do a great deal more than that if you have 
a mind to it. IT 

 Arnolph not perceiving TIRE If — 

[Seeing 8 

Notary. As for the preſents to be made, let 
them agree together. I ſay the huſband that is to 
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Be may give the wife that is to he what jointure he 
chuſes. 5 

Arnolph. Heh! 

Notary. He may give her ſo much and more, if 
he loves her greatly, and is deſirous to oblige her, 
and that by way of jointure or fcttlement as they 
call it, to be loſt and go away intirely to the right 
heirs of the ſaid wife that is to be, upon her de- 
ceaſe; or elſe according to the ſtatute, as people 
have a mind; or as a gift, by a deed in form, 
which may ko made either fingle or mutual. 
Wherefore do you ſhrug? Do not Ttalk very Iearn- 
edly? Do you think that I do not underſtand the 
manner of a contract? Who is it can teach me? 
No body, I preſume. Do not 1 know that when 
they are married they bave in law an equal right 
to all moveables, monies, immoveables and acqui- 
fitions, unleſs they give it up by an act of renun- 
ciation? Do not I know that a third part of the 
portion of the wife r! is to be, becomes in com- 
mon, for 

Arnolph. I do not in the leaſt doubt but that 
you know all this; but no body i is en to you 

about it. 
Notary. Why, do you ſeem to take me for a 
fool, by ſhrugging up your ſhoulders, and making 
faces at me? 

Arnolph. Pox take the fellow with his puppy 's 
face. Adieu, Un is _e way to make you hold 
your peace. 


Notary. Was not I fetched hither to draw up a 
contract? 

Arnolph. Yes, I ſent for you; but the affair 

is put off, and I will fend for you again when the 

C4 
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time is . What a noiſe the fellow makes 4 
Notary alone. J I dare _ che man is mad. 


SCENE III. 
NOTARY, ALLEN, GEORG E TTA. 


NOTARY. _ 
| ID you come to fetch me to Naur waer, f 
Allen. Yes. 5 5 
Notary. I do not know what you may take. bim 
for, but go and tell him from me, that he is a mad 
fool. ä x 
Georgetta. We mall not fail to > do 8 


SCENE IV. 


. 
7 


ARNOLPH, ALLEN, o 


5 bw R111 
1 211 os © Rnd . 5 


i 
I — — 


1 Heck bither, you are 'mytruſty, 


my good, my real * and I have 9 news 


ſor ou. ov ob rd ol 
Allen. The Feen, e 1 — Bi wal 
Arnolph. No matter, ſome other time 1 or on 


A wicked defign is contrived: againft my honour; 


and, what a diſgrace. would it be for you, children, 


to have your maſter robbed of his honour? After 
that you would not dare to appear in any place, for 
whoever ſees you would point at you. Thereſore, 
fince the affair concerns you as much as me, you 
muſt take ſuch care, for your part, that this gallant 
may not——— | 

- Georgetta, You have kl us Our lefſon al- 


read y. 


» 19 NN a 
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Arnolph. But beware of paying the leaſt atten - 


tion to his ly ſpeeches. 
Allen. O! to be fure. : 
Georgetta. We know how to 0 Geh him. 
Arnolph. Suppoſe he 'ſhould come now in a 
coaxing manner; Allen, my dear heart, cheer up 
my drooping ſpirits by a little of your aſſiſtance. 
Allen. You are a blockhead. | | 
Arnolph. Right. To Georgetta.] Gcorgetta, 
my pretty- face, you ſeem fo ſweet · tempered, and 
ſo good a body. 
Georgetta. Yow are an oaf, 
Arnolph. Right. [To Allen. ] Do youthinkthere 
is the leaſt harm in an honeſt and virtuous deſign? 
Allen. You are a-villain. 

Arnolph. Very. well. [To Georgetta.] I thatt 
eertainly die, if you take no pity on the pains I ſuf- 
M a 
SGeorgetta. Lou are a fool, an impudent raſcal. 

Arnolph. Mighty good. [LTO Allen.] I am not 
a*perſon that defires ſomething for nothing; I know 
how to remember ſerviees that are done me: How- 
ever, Allen, there is ſomewhat to make you drink 
before-hand; and there is to buy you ſome ribbons, 
 Georpetta. Both. hold out their bands and take 
the money.] This is only an earneſt of my kinds 
neſs; and all the favour I requeſt of you is only to 
let me ſee your handſome miſtreſs. 

Georgetta puſhing him. J. None of your tri-ks 
upon us. 

Arnolph. That is good. 

Allen puſhing him. J . e 

Arnolph. Right. | 

Georgetta puſhing him.] Immedictels, 

wg Very well. Hold, enough. 
O 5 
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Georgetta. Do not I do right? 


Allen. Is this the way you would have us be- 
have to him ? 


Arnolph. Yes, you do extremely well, except 


as to the money, which you muſt not take. 


Georgetta. We did not think of that. 


Allen. Would you have us begin again juſt now? 


Arnolph. No; it is enough, go in both of you. 
Allen. You need only ſpeak. 


Arnolph. No, I tell you, go in when I deſire 


you. You may keep the money; go, I will come 


to you again; look circumſpectly to every thing,. 
and ſecond my endeavours. 


SCENE v. 


AR N OI f R a. 


HIS ſpark ſhall be mighty cunning indeed, 


if he can now get either letter or meflage 


_—— to her. I will get the cobler who 
lives at the corner of our ſtreet to be a ſpy 


for me. I intend never to let ker out of doors, 
and wiil baniſh all milliners, tire-women, and 
glove-makers, who make it their conſtant cuſtom 
to help on love-intrigues. I who underſtand mat- 


ters, and have ſeen the world, know all the tricks. 


.of its 
8 CE N E VI. 


HORACE, ARNO L y R, 


- HORACE. 


and am very glad to find you here, Juſt aſter 
I faw you laſt, 1 aerger Agnes all alone 


HAVE juſt now made a very narrow v eſcape, | 


n 
n * 4 . 


Do 


t 
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in the balcony, enjoying the freſh air. After hav- 
ing made me a ſign, ſhe came down and let me 
in by the garden door. But I was hardly in her 
chamber, before the heard her watchful Argus u- 
pon the ſtairs; upon which ſhe ſhut me up in a 
cloſet which luckily happined to be in the room. 
He came into the room immediately: I did not 
ſee him, but I heard him walk to and fro at a 
great rate, without uttering one ſyllable, | but ſigh⸗ 
ing grievouſly now and then, and ſometimes giv- 
ing great thumps upon the table, beating a little 
dog that fawned upon him, and overturning every 
thing that came in his way; he broke in his paſſion 
the very flower- -pots with which the fair one had 


fet out her chimney; and without doubt the trick 
' ſhe has played muſt have come to his ear. At laſt, 
after having by twenty ſuch tricks diſcharged his 


fury on things that could not help it, he without 
ſaying what made him uneaſy, left the chamber, 
and I my priſon... Me durſt not venture to ſtay to- 

gether any longer ſor fear of ſomebody, it would 
have been running too great a riſque: But ſhe is 
to admit xae into her chamber to- -night, when it is 
late; the ſign for her to know me is to be three 
hems, and then the window will be opened, out of 
which Agnes is to put a ladder, whereby I will 
enter. This I tell to you as my only friend: Joy 
increaſes- by being revealed; and ſhould one taſte 
the moſt:conſummate joys an hundred times over, 


it would not be ſatisfactory unleſs it were known 


by ſome body. You will take part, I believe, in 
the ſucceſs of my affairs. Farewell, I am going 
about ſome. other inet juſt now. 


C 6 
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SCENE Vit” 


ARNOLPH alone. 

MI never to be at reſt, but be conſtantly per- 
ſecuted by my evil deſtiny? Is my vigilance 

and wiſdom to be for ever defeated? ' And am J 
always to be the ſport of this fimple wench and 
raw-brained fop? I have been contemplating the 
wretched fate of married men for theſe twenty years 
and upwards, and have carefully informed myſelf 
ofall the accidents whereby the moſt wary are diſtreſs- 
ed: J have profited by the difgraces of others, and 
have endeavoured to fecure my brows from all af- 
fronts, and prevent their being likeother foreheads, 
it being my intent to marry : For this noble pur- 
poſe I thought I had made uſe of every project 
that could be thought of, but cruel fate ſeems 
to have decreed that no mortal ſhould be exempt- 
ed from it; after all the light and experience that 
I could poſſibly gain in theſe matters, after more 
than twenty years ſtudying how to conduct myſelf 
cautiouſly through the whole affair, have I acted con- 
trary to the practice of ſo many huſbands, to find 
myſelf in the very fame condition as they are? Ah! 
cruel deſtiny, thou haſt proved falſe! J am ſtill in 


poſſeſſion of the defired object; and if her heart is 


ſtolen from me by this unlucky ſpark, I will pre- 
vent him however ſrom ſeizing any thing elfe, and 
they ſhall not ſpend this night ſo agreeably as they 
imagine. This blunderer, by entruſtinghisſecret 
with me, puts it in my power to defeat all his pro- 
jects, which is however ſome ſmall comſort. 


2 
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SCE No EV HE 
c HRIS 4A L D US, ARN-OL PH. 


CHRISAL DUS. 
E. LL, ſhall we ſup before we walk? 
Arnolph. No, I do not intend to take 
any ſupper to-night. 
Chriſaldus. Pray what is the reaſon of this? 
2 Arnolph. I have a reaſon for it. 
Chriſaldus. Is not the n you reſolv ed up- 


on to be performed? 


Arnolph. You interfere too much in other peo- 


Ple's affairs. 


Chriſaldus. How ſharp you are! 1 ſvppoſe you 


have been croſſed in your love-affair. 


' Arnolph. Let what will befal me, I ſhall at 
feaſt have the advantage of being unlike certain 
people, who Met? "REP err to make their 


viſits. 


Chriſaldus. It is very odd, that you ſhould al- 


ways take fright upon this affair, that you ſhould 


place your ſovereign happineſs in this, and imagine 
no other kind of honour in the world: To be a 
miſer, a villain, a bully, and coward, is nothing in 
your opinion, compared with this blot; and in 
whatſoever manner a man may have lived, he is a 


man of honour if he is not a cuckold. To ſpeak 


ſeriouſly, what makes you think that all our glory 
is dependent on fuch an accident? And that a vir- 
tuous mind has any thing to reproach itſelf for 
the injuſtice of a vicious one which it could not 
help? Why will you, I ſay, imagjne that in mar- 
rying one deſerves either praife or blame for the 
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choice one makes, and form a moſt horrible monſter 
of the affront that is done one by a wife's falſhood ? 
Be perſuaded that a man of honour need not be ſo 
frighted at cuckoldom; that none being ſecure from 
the ſtrokes of fortune, this accident ſhould be thought | 
in itſelf indifferent; and in a word, that all the 
harm of it, let the world pretend what it will, lies 
only in the manner of our bearing i it. To behave 
well under theſe difficulties, one muſt, as well as 
in all others, avoid extremes: not be like thoſe 
over-good natured people, who, proud of ſuch af- 
fairs, are continually bringing galants to viſit their 
wives,. and telling their good qualifications to e- 
very one; who appear exactly of their humour, come 
to all their treats and meetings, make every one won- 
derat their having the aſſuranee to ſhew their faces 
there. This way oſacting porn highly blame: 
able, but the other extreme is not leſs ſo. As I 
do notapprove of ſuch as are friends to their wives 
alants, J am no more for thoſe violent people 
whoſe indiſcreet reſentment, full of rage and fury, 
draws the eyes of every ane upon them by its noiſe, 
and who, by. the buſtle they make, appear unwil- 
ling. that any body ſhould be ignorant what they 
are. There is a medium between theſe two ex- 
zemes, where a wiſe man {tops upon ſuch an oe 
caſion e. when a body knows how to take it, there 
is no cauſe to be aſhamed for the worſt a wife can 
do. In a word, people may. ſay of it what they 
pleaſe, but it may be eaſily made to appear not ſo 
frightful, and, as I told you before, all .the dextc- 
rity lies in knowing how to turn the fair ſide out- 
. wards. 
Arnolph. 'The whole: fraternity 3 to return 
you thanks for this excellent ſpeech, and any bo- 


— 
IT” " — — 
= —— L 5 — 2 i. 3 
— 9. » GA — — 77 _ _ — = N Q 4 
7 HEE 4h — OI ES. — D i” 204: Hine — — — 


SEES 


7s 
. * i — Pres 12 
- ————— — b — 5 - 1 _— 
— © — — —— DB,” N — — — » — 
* — ty; —ä— — 
—ä—— — — ð⅛ —— —ññ—ñ—ñ — ——— Worm ne — 2 


THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES-. 55 


dy that hears you ſpeak mult rejoice to find him- 
| felf enrolled amongſt the number. 
Chriſaldus. L do not ſay that, for it is what I 
blame: but as a wife is the gift of fortune, one 
ſhould do, I ſay, as at dice, where if what you ex- 
pect do not come up, you muſt make uſe of dex- 
terity and temper to amend your luck by good con- 
duct. | 

Arnolph. That is to ſay, always eat and fleep- 
' quietly, and ts yourſelf it ſignifies juſt no- 
thing. 

Chrifaldus. You: think to make a jeſt of it: but 
in my opinion there are a hundred things worſe 
than this accident which you dread ſo much. It 
I were forced to make my choice, I would rather 
chuſe to be one of that fraternity you ſo much de- 
fpiſe, thantobe married tooneof theſe modeſt women 
whoſe perverſeneſs makes a quarrel out of nothing: 
thoſe dragons of virtue, thoſe honeſt ſne- devils, pique 
themſelves. continually upon their wiſe conduct, 
who, becauſe they do not do us a ſlight injury, take 
upon them to-behave haughtily, and expect from 
their being true to us, that we ſhould bear every 
thing from them. —Let me tell you, friend Ar- 
nolph, once again, that cuckoldom is really nothing 
but what one makes it, that it is even deſirable on 
ſome accounts, and that it, as well as other things, 

has its pleaſures. 

Arnolph. If you are of a temper to;be content- 
ed under it, I have not the leaſt inclination to ex- 
perience it for my part, and rather than ſubmit to 
fuch a thing | 

Chriſaldus. Swear not, 1 beſeech you, 1 fear 
of being perjured. If fate ordains it ſo, your pre- 


PY 
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cautions are all to no purpoſe; you will not be 
_ conſulted about the matter. 

Arnolph. Shall I be a cuckold? 

Chriſaldus. Lou are grievouſſy hurt: A thou- 
ſand people are ſo, without diſparagement to you, 
who for perſon, courage, wealth, and family, would 
be affronted to be compared with you. | 

Arnolph. For my part, I ſhall make no com- 
pariſons with them; But, in one word, this rail- 
lery is fooliſh, let us have done with it, if you 
pleaſe.. 

Chriſaldus. Vou are at pteſtnt enraged, there- 
fore I bid you adieu for the preſent: but remem- 
ber, whatever your honour may make you imagine 
as to this affair, that it is being half what we were 
talking of, to ſwear you will not be ſo. 

Arnolph. I ſwear it again, and will go immedi- 
ately and endeavour to prevent this misfortune. 
[ Goes to knock at his door. 


r 
ARNOLPH, ALLEN, GEORGET TAN 


ARNO LP H. 
OW is the time, my friends, that I _ you 
would aſſiſt me. I really believe you have 
a regard for me, but now you muſt make it appear; 
if you are honeſt and faithful you may be certain 
of a reward. The young ſpark intends to trick 
me this very night, and get by a ladder into Ag- 
nes's chamber, but pray keep it very ſecret; 
we three muit lay a trap for him. Each of you 
muſt be ready with a good heavy club, and when 
he is almoſt at the top of the ladder, (for I will o- 
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pen the window at the nick of time) both of you 


muſt fall upon him in ſuch a manner, that his back 
may be ſure to make him remember it, and teach 
him never to come there again. However, do not 
mention me at all, nor make any appearance of my 
being behind. Will you have the courage to ex- 
ecute my reſentment? 

Allen. If he is only to be thraſhed, Sir, depend 
unn us, you ſhall ſce whether I ſtri ke with a dead 


man's arm or not. | 
Georgetta, 'Tho* mine ſeems not ſo Doug: in 


thraſhing him it ſhall not be lazy. 

Arnolph. Go you in then, and above all things, 
be careful of ſpeaking about it. [alone.] This is 
a uſeful leſſon for my neighbour, and there would 
not be ſo many cuckolds, if every huſband was to 
give way wife's galant the ſame ee Fa 


er crear 
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ARNO L y H, ALL LE E Ny &'E o RGET TA. 


| ARNOLPH. 
Ho commanded you to beat him. in that 
manner, r 0h you have men 
him. 6 
Allen. We followed your dit eckiom; Sir. 
Arnolph I ordered you to beat his back, but not 
to murder him, therefore it is in vain for you to make 
that excuſe, Heavens! into what a condition has 
fortune now reduced me! what can I think of do- 
ing, to ſee the man dead? Get into the houſe, and 
be fure you ſay not a word of the innocent order 
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I gave you. alone. ] It will ſoon be light, and F 


Will go aſk advice how I ſhall. manage this affair. 


Alas! what will become of me? And what will the 
father ſay, when he comes to know. of this fatal mis- 


fortune? 
S CE NN 
ARNO LP H, HORACE, 


| HORACE aſide. 

" MUST go aſk who it is. 

 Arnolph thinking himſelf alone. ] It was im- 

polſible to foreſec——fbeing run Wan by Ho- 
race. ] Who is there pray? 

Horace. Is it you, Mr. Arnolph? 

Arnolph. Yes, but who are you ?— 

Horace. I was going to your houſe to beg a fa- 
vour of you. Youare very ſoon abroad this morn- 


ing. 


Arnolph low 0 J Surpriſing! Is it an enchant- 
ment? Is it a viſion? 

Horace. To ſay the truth, I have been yery much 
troubled, and I thank heaven's: great goodneſs for 
meeting you: here thus lugkily. I am. going to 
tell you how every thing has ſucceeded even much 
better than I could have expected, and that too by 


an accident which might have ruined all. I do 
not know: how the aflignatian we had made could 


poſſibly come to be fuſpeRed;; but. juſt as I was 


got to the window L ſaw. ſome people appear, who 
ſtriking furiouſly. at me, made my feet flip, and 1 
tumbled to the ground: which fall, at the expence 


of a bruiſe, ſaved me from ahearty drubbing. Theſe 


People, (amongſt whom my eee, Iſuꝑpoſe, 
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was one)-imagined my fall to be occaſioned by the 
force of their blows; and as my pain made me lie 
2 conſiderable time motionleſs on the ſpot, they 
really thought I was dead; which immediately a- 
larmed them all. I heard their noiſe with a pro- 
found ſilence; they accuſed one another of the vi- 
olence, and complaining of their hard fate, came 
ſoftly, without any light, to feel if I was dead. It 
being very dark, I eaſily aſſumed the appearance 


of a dead man. They went away very much ter- 


rified: and as T was confidering how to get off, 
young Agnes, whom my pre tended death had fright- 
ed, came to me in great concern: (For ſne had 
heard what the people ſaid to one another, and 
being leſs obſerved during all this fray, ſhe eaſily 
flipped out of the houſe.) But finding I was not 


hurt, ſhe was greatly delighted. What ſhall I fay. 


> << a. 


lowed the dictates of her love, and being unwill- 
ing to go home any more, has committed herſelf 
intirely to my truſt. You may find a little by 
this harmleſs proceeding, how much the groſs im- 
pertinence of a fool expoſes her, and what. danger 


the might have been in, had I a leſs ſincere regard 


for her; but my heart burns with too-pure a flame, 


and I would rather die than injure her. 1 ſee charms 


in her which are worthy of a happier fate, and no- 


thing but death ſhall part us. I foreſee my father's. 


anger, but we ſhall find a time to appeaſe his wrath. 
I yield to her tender charms, and in ſhort, we muſt 
pleaſe ourſelves in life: The favour, therefore, I 
would beg of you, (relying on your fecrecy and 
vncerity) is, that I may put her into your hands, 
and that you will ſo far aſſiſt my paſſion, as to con · 
ceal her in your houfe for a day or two- at leaſt. 
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For, befides that, her going off ſhould: be kept an 
intire ſecret, to prevent any certain purſuit after 
her; you are ſenſible tliat a girl of her beauty would 
be ſtrangely ſuſpected in tlie company of a young 
man; and as IJ have-difcloſed the whole ſecret of my 
paſſion to you, being well aſſured of your prudence, 
ſo F can entruſt: this valuable pr ize to no friend ſo 
fincere as you. 

Arnolph. You may be affured that T am wot 
1 devoted to your ſervice: 

Horace: And will you do me this ind office? 

- Arnolph. Very readily, 1 aſſure you; I am o- 


| and at- this opportunity of ſerving you, and 


thank heaven for giving it me. Never did any 
thing afford me more pleaſure. . 

Horace. How greatly am I indebted to you for 
your goodneſs! I was afraid you would make a dif- 
ficulty of doing it; but you know the world, and 
your wiſdom can excuſe the heat of youth. She 
is at the corner of this ſtreet, with-c one of my ſer- 
vants. * 

Arnolph. But it now begins to grow light, how: 
ſhall we manage? Perhaps I ſhall be ſeen if I take 
her here, and the ſervants will tattle if you ſhould 
come to my houfe: Therefore, to be fafe, ſhe muſt 
be brought to me in ſome darker place. I will 
go ſtay for her in my alley, it is very convenient. 
Forace. It is very right to uſe theſe precauti- 
ons; for my part, I ſhall do no more than put her- 
into your hands, and then get me home immediate 


ly without faying any thing. | Fa 


Arnolph alone.] All the miſchief abu haſt 
done me, cruel fortune! is W by this ſingle 


accident, | 
| [Throws his cloke- over his face. 


love? 
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S NR 
A GN ES, HORACE, ARNO LA. 


HO RACE to Agnes. 
AM carrying you to a very ſafe lodging, there- 
fore be not in the leaſt uneaſy; it would ruin 
all for you to be with me. Go in at this door, 


and he will conduct you. 


CArnolph takes her hand wn her knowing | 
him. 

Agnes to o Horace. Wherefore do you leave 
me? a 

Horace. Dear Agnes, it muſt * ſo. 

Agnes. Pray then do not ſtay long, but come 
back as ſoon as poſſible. 

Horace. I will return to you immediately. 

Agnes. I feel no joy but when you are preſent. 

Horace. I too am melancholy when you are out 
of my ſight. 

Agnes. Alack! If that was true, you would not 
leave me now. 
Horace. What! can you doubt of my exceſſive 


Agnes. Nay, you do not love me ſo much as 15 
love you. Is pulls her. 9 Oh! you pull me 
too hard. 

Horace. Dear Agnes, 05 5 1s 1 it is not 


ſafe for us two to be ſeen here; and this faithful 


friend who pulls you ſo, is prudently zealous for 
our ſervice. | 
Agnes. But to follow a ſtranger, who—— _ 
Horace. Fear en you cannot be in better 
hands. 
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Agnes. I ſhould think myſelf much better in 
Horace's; and I ſhould To Amolph „who pulls 
her again.] Stay a little. 
Horace. The day drives me away. Adieu. 
Agnes. When ſhall J ſee you then? 
Horace. Very ſoon, you may be certain: 
Agnes. How uneaſy I ſhall be till that time 
comes! | 
Horace. My beppineld now, thank heaven, is 

ſecure, and I may ſleep ſafely. 


SCENE IV. 
ARNOLP E, 4 1 1 8. 


Anxorrn concealed under his eloke, and ee 
his voice. 
OM E along, I have prepared a ve ging elſe- 
C where for you, and you ſhall not ſtay here; 
I intend to put you in a place where you may be 
ſafe enough. [Diſcovering himſelf.] Do you know 
me? | 
Agnes knowing him.] Hah! 
Arnolph. You are frightened, I think, huſſy, at 
ſeeing me, and are undoubtedly very much dif- 
pleaſed az finding me here: I have very luckily in- 
terrupted the love-contrivances you have in your 
head. Agnes looks if the cannot ſee Horace. ] Think 
not that your eyes can call back your ſpark to your 
affiſtance, he is gone too far for that. Ha! ha! fo 
young, and yet to play theſe pranks! Your extra- 
ordinary ſeeming ignorance enquired -if .children 
were produced at the ear, though: you are not ignorant 
how to make aſſignations by night, and ſteal a- 
way very ſilently to run after a galant. Odſbobs, 
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How flippant your tongue was with him! ſure you 
muſt have been at ſome rare ſchool: Pray who has 
taught you all this ſo ſuddenly? You are no long- 
er it ſeems afraid of ghoſts? This galant has given 
you courage in the night-time. Ah! baggage, 
to arrive at this deceit! to form ſuch a deſign, re- 
gardleſs of all my kindneſs: Thou art a little ſer- 
pent that I have warmed in my boſom, which when 
at comes to its feeling, ungratefully tries to kill 
him who preſerved its life. 

Agnes. Why do ye ſcold at me? | 

Arnolph. I am very much to blame, indeed. 

Agnes. I do not know any harm in all this that 
J have done. 


Arnolph. Is not nue after a galant a ſcan- 


dalous action? 


Agnes. It is a man har b. he will take me 
for his wife. I followed your directions; for you 
told me one muſt marry to take away the guilt. 

 Arnolph. Ay, but I intended to make you my 
own wife, and methinks I let you know my mean- 


ing plain enough, 


Agnes. Yes, but to tell you the truth, I love 
him better than you; matrimony with you is a 


troubleſome uneaſy thing, and you give a frightful 


deſcription of it; but alack-a-day! he repreſents it 
fo deligheful, that it makes one have a mind to be 
married. 


Arnolph. Ah! traitteſed that is becauſe you 
love him. 


Agnes. Really I do love him. 


W AE And have you the impudence to tell 
me ſo ? 


Agnes. Why may not I ſay ſo, if it is true? 
Arnolph. Oughtyouto love him, impertinence ? 
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Agnes. Alas! can I help it? He only 1 is the 


| cauſe of it; I did not think of it till it was over. 


Arnolph. But you ſhould have difcarded that 


amorous deſire, 
Agnes. How can a body: diſcard what i is delight. 


ful? 
Arnolph. And are you ignorant that Tam diſ- 


pleaſed at it? : 
Agnes. Not at all; What 88 it do you? 
Arnolph. Very true, I have reaſon to be glad 
at it. You do not love me then at this rate? 
Agnes. You! 
 Arnolph. Ay, 
Agnes. Indeed I do not 
Arnolph. How! no? 
Agnes. Would you have me tell you a falſ- 


hood ? 

Arnolph. What 1s the reaſon that you do not 
love me, madam impudence ? 

Agnes. Lack-a-day, you ſhould not blame me! 
Why did not you make yourſelf beloved as he did? 


Tf I hindered you, it was without my knowledge. 


Arnolph. I.endeavoured it all I could, but my 
Pains were in vain. 

Agnes. Then he underſtands it better than you 

do, for he made me lore him without the Icaft 
pains. 
Arnolph aſide. ] Obſerve how the Nut anſwers 
and argues! None of your witty ladies. could have 
ſaid more. Ah! I did not well know her, or elſe, 
by my faith, in theſe cafes a ſimple woman under- 
{ſtands more than the wiſeſt man. [ To Agnes.) Since 
you are fo god at reaſoning, Mrs. Chop-Logick, 
is there any reaſon why I ſhould maintain you lo 
long a time at my own charge for him? | 


Ji 
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Agnes. No, he will repay you every thing. 
Arnolph aſide.] She hits upon certain words 
which give me double vexation. [To Agnes. J Is 


he able, gypſey, to me the obligations you 


have to me? 
Agnes; I have no fuch g great ones as you think. 
- Arnolph. Is it nothing to take care of your e- 


ducation from your childhood? 


Agnes. Lou have been at great pains about that 
matter truly, and have cauſed me to be bravely in- 
ſtructed in every thing. Do ye imagine I flatter 
myſelf ſo far as not to know in my own mind that 


| 1 am intirely ignorant? I am aſhamed of it my- 
ſelf, and at this age will not paſs any longer for a 
fool, if I can help it. 


Arnolph. You deſpiſe ignorance, and are re- 


ſolved, eee it coſts, to Icarn ſomething of your 


galant? | | | 
1 To be 6 He has taught me what 
I do know, and I rhink myſelf more obliged to 
him than you. 
Arnolph. I cannot tell hog ſhould prevent me 


from revenging this ſaucy language with my fiſt. 


I am diſtracted at the fight of her provoking cold- 
neſs, and beating her would be a ſatisfaction to me. 

Agnes. If that will pleaſe you, ycu are very 
welcome to do it. 


Arnolph aſide, ] That ſpeech. and that look diſ- 


arm my rage, and produce a return of tenderneſs 
which effaces all her guilt. What ſtrange effects 
does love produce! and how weak do men make 


themſelves appear, for theſe gyphies! Every body 
knows their imperfection; they are nothing but ex- 

travagance and indiſcretion; their mind is wicked 

and their underſtanding. weak; nothing is more 
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frail, nothing more unſteady, nothing more falſe, 
and yet for all that one does the greateſt abſurdi- 
ties for their ſake. [To Agnes. ] Well, let us make 
peace: Go, thou little rogue, I forgive thee every 
thing, and now am fond of thee again : Learn by 
this how much I love thee, and ſeeing I am fo 
good, love thou me in return. | 

Agnes. I would very willinglyoblige you, if it 
was in my power. 

Arnolph. My dear life, thou canſt if thou 
wouldſt. Do but hear that amorous ſigh, behold 


this dying look, view my perſon, and lay all 


thoughts aſide of this young coxcomb, and the 
love he offers thee. He muſt certainly have put 
ſome ſpell upon thee, and thou wilt be a hundred 
times more happy with me. 'Thou delighteſt in 
being fine and gay, and I proteſt thou ſhalt always 
be ſo. I ſhall be fondling thee continually; I ſhall 
hug thee, and kiſs thee. Thou ſhalt do every thing 
thou chuſeſt, which is ſaying all that can be ſaid 
without coming to particulars. [Aſide.] How 
far will my paſſion go? [Aloud.] Nothing really 


can be equal tomylove. What proof of it wouldit 


thou have me give thee, ungrateful wench? 
Wouldſt thou behold me weep? Wouldit thou 
have me beat myſelf? Wouldſt thou have me tear 
off my hair? Wouldſt thou have me murder my- 
felf? Ay; fay if thou wouldſt have me do it; I am 
intirely ready, cruel creature, to convince thee of 
my love. 

Agnes. Hold ; I am not in the leaſt affected 
at all you ſay; "Hikes with two words would have 
wrought upon me more than you. 

Arnolph. Heh! this 1s too great an rfl; pro- 
voking my rage too far: I will purſue my deſign, 
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ou untractable brute, and pack you out of town 
immediately. You vex me, and reject my addret- 
{es, but depend upon it, if you do not behave bet- 
ter, I will fend you to a convent. 


S O ENI 
ARNOL YE, 4G NES, ALLEN. 


A L LEN. 

Know not how it is, Sir, but methought the 
dead corps and Agnes went away together, 
Arnolph. Here ſhe is: Go confine her in my 
chamber. | Akide. ] He will not come there to ſeek 
her. Beſides, it is only for half an hour. I will 
go get a coach, that I may ſecure her in a more 
convenient place. Faſten yourſelves in well, and 
be ſure do not let her be out of fight. | Alone, ] 
It is ſome comfort to me, that I can eaſily turn 
her head from this love-affair, when ſhe is out of 

town. 


ST E.'N'E .. 


HORACE, ARNOLPH, 


HORACE. 
HAT woeful news have I now to tell 
you, dear friend! Fate is determined that 


I never ſhall be happy, and is going again to 

wreſt my beloved Agnes from me. I juſt now 

ſaw my father arrive, who tells me that he has 

made a match for me, without writing mea word a- 

bout it, and is come to this place to celebrate the 

nuptials. Lou are ſenſible what a great urn 
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pointment this is to me. That Henriques of whom 
I ſpoke” to you yeſterday is come with my father, 
and it is to his daughter that they intend to mar- 

ry me. I almoſt fainted when EF firſt heard it, and 
not caring to hear any more of it, (as my father 
talked of coming to ſee vou) TI haſted hither before 
hand, very much perplexed. Do not tell him a 
word, I beg of you, of my engagement, which might 
incenſe him; and endeavour to diſſuade him from 
this freſh engagement, for no one's words have 
greater power over him than yours. 

Arnolph. I thall doall in my power. 

Horace. Adviſe him to put it off a little, and 
as a friend, aſſiſt my paſſion in this particular. 

 Arnoiph. I really ſhall uſe my utmoſt endea- 
vours. 

Horace. My hopes are all in you. 

Arnolph. Very well. 

Horace. I look upon you as my real father. 
Tell him that my age—But here he comes; hear 
the reaſons I can furniſh you with. 


SS ENA VIE 


HEN RIQUES, ORAN TES, CHBR.ISALDUS, 
amen tact) 
Horace and Arnolph retire to a corner of the tage, 
| n „ 


1 EN R au ES to Chrifaldus. 

AD I not been told who you were, I ſhould. 

have known you: I recollected your amia- 

ble ſiſter's ſeatures, whom the ſacred ties of wed- 
lock once united to me; what pleaſure ſho uld I 


. 
”. 
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now have had, in bringing her to ſee all our friends, 
aſter our numberleſs calamities! but cruel heaven 
denies me that delight, and has rabbed me of her 
ſweet company: Let us therefore endeavour to be 
contented with the only fruit that remains of our 
loves. You are very nearly concerned in it, and 
to diſpoſe of this pledge without your conſent 
would be very wrong. The choice of Orontes's 
fon is in itſelf honourable, but you mult be pleaſed 
in the choice as well as me. 

Chrifaldus, It is having a bad opinion of my 
judgment, to doubt my ene of ſo reaſona 
ble a choice. 

Arnolph aſide to Horace. ] Ay, I will ſerve you 
in the beſt manner. | 

Horace aſide to Arnolph.] But beware of one 
thing 

"ono to Horace.] Be under no concern. 

[ Acnolph quits Horace to embrace Orontes. 

Orontes to Arnolph. J O! how full of tenderneſs 
is this embrace! 

Arnolph. What pleaſure it gives me to ſee you! 

Orontes. I am come hither —— 

Arnolph. I already know it. 

Orontes. Have you been informed already? 

Arnolph. Yes. 

Orontes. So much the better. 

Arnolph. Your ſon hates this match, and his 
heart being pre-engaged looks. upon it as a misfor- 
tune: He even deſired me to diſſuade you from i it; 
and for my part, all the advice I can give you is 
to exert the authority of a father, and not let the 


marriage be deferred. Young people ſhould be 


governed with an high hand, they are fr n 


ſpoiled by being indulgent to them. 
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Horace aſide. ] Oh! Traitor! 

Chriſaldus. If it is againſt his inclination, I 
think we ſhould not force him. My brother, I 
believe, will be of the ſame way of thinking. 

Arnolph. What! will he ſuffer his ſon to go- 
vern him? Would you have a father be ſo weak as 
not to know how to make youth obey: him? To 


ſee him receiving laws at this time of life from 


one who ought to receive them from him, would 
be mighty pretty. No, no, he is my intimate 
friend, and his honour is mine, his promiſe is gi- 
ven, and he muſt perform it. Let him now ſhew 
his reſolution, and force his ſon?s affections. 
Orontes, You fay right, and to what regards 
this match, I will be anſwerable for my ſon's obe- 


dience. 
Chriſaldus to Arnolph | You ſurprize me great- 
ly by being ſo eager for this ran, and I cannot 


conceive why 
Arnolph. I know what I 0 and ſpeak what 


I ought to ſpeak. 
Orontes. Ay, ay, Mr. a he is— 
Chriſaldus. He is diſpleaſed at that name, it is 
Mr. de la Souche, as you have been told already. 
Arnolph. It does not ſignify. 3 
Horace aſide.] What is this I hear? 
Arnolph turning towards Horace.] Ay, there 
lies the en, and you may judge what I ought 


to do. 
Horace aſide. ] Into what uneaſineſs- 
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SCENE VIII. 


HENRIQUES, ORON TES, HRTSALDVUsS, 
HO RACE, ARNOLPH, GEORGETTA. 


GEORGE TTA. 
GN Es ſays ſhe will run all hazard to liake 
her eſcape, Sir, and will perhaps throw her- 
eit out at the window, if you do not come and 
help us to keep her. 4 | 

Arnolph. Bring her to me, for [ 1 to take 
her away from hence immediately. ['Fo Horace. 
Do not you be troubled at it, continual good for- 
tune would make a man proud, and every dog has 
bis day, as the proverb ſays. 

Horace. Never was "wy body ſo unfortunate as 
I am! 

Arnolph to Demons I Haſten the day of en ce- 
remony? I beg it may be ſo, and invite yfeif to 
it already. | 

Orontes. That is my real intention. 


8 EN E IX. 


40 NES, ORONTES, HEN RIGU ES, AR- 
NO LPR, HORACE, CHRISALDUS, AL- 
I. EN, GEORGET TA. 


ARNOLPH to Agnes, 
OME here, my pretty girl, come here, you 


who will have your own 'way, and cannot 


be managed; here is your ſpark, you may make 


him a ſubmiſſive courtſy, by way of amends. ['To 
Horace.] Farewe!, the affair has nct turned out 
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according to our wiſhes, but lovers are not all 
lucky. | 

Agnes. Horace, do you allow me to be forced 
away in this manner? h 

Horace. My grief is ſo great, I am inſenſible. 

Arnolph. Come along, with your chit-chat, 
come along. 

Agnes. I will ſlay here. 

Orontes. Explain this myſtery to us; we ſtare 
one at another without being able to underſtand it. 

Arnolph. I will tell you at a more convenient 
time. Your ſervant. 

Orontes. Where do you intend to go to? 
You- do not inform us of what we want to know. 

Arnolph. I have adviſed you to 1 the 
match in ſpite of his repining. 

Orontes. But in order to conclude it (if you 
have been told all). did they not tell you that the 
| perſon who we mean is in your hauſe juſt now, 
and is the daughter of the charming Angelica, 
which ſhe had ſecretly by Mr. Henriques ? What 
could be the ſubject of your converſation Juitnow: 

Chriſaldus. His behaviour ſurprized me too. 

Arnolph. How? | 

Chriſaldus. My ſiſter had one daughter bs a 
private marriage, which was unknown. to the 
whole family. 

Orontes. And for the fake of keeping it ſecret, 
her huſband put it out to nurſe in the , 
under a feigned name. , 

Chriſaldus. And at that time he was ſo unfor- 
tunate as to be obliged to leave his native country. 

Orontes. And in __ countries to undergo a 
great many dangers. 

Chriſaldus. What he was deprived of at home 
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by villainy and envy, he has 1 adroad by his 


own induſtry. 
Orontes. When he returned to France, his firſt 


care was to make enquiry after the perſen who had 


the care of his daughter. 

Chriſaldus. He pas inſormed by the abu 
man, that you got her into your policthon, when 
ſhe was but four years old. 

Orontes. As ſhe was very poor, and you of a 
charitable diſpoſition, ſhe gave up the child. 

Chriſaldus. And he has brought the woman 
here, to his great joy. | 

Orontes. In a little time ſhe will be here to clean 
up the matter. 

Chriſaldus toArnolph.] I have a tolerable good 
gueſs how you muſt be mortified by this, but for- 
tune is kind to you; and, as to avoid being a cuck- 
old is your very great happineſs, you are ſure to 
attain it by avoiding matrimony. 

 Arnolph turning away in a great fury, and un- 
= able to ſpeak. 
Ah! | 


SCENE THE LAST 


HENRIQUES, ORONT Ee, CHRISALDUs, 
AGNES, HORACE. 


ORONTES, 
HAT makes him run away without 
ſpeaking ? | 
Horace. I will acquaint you with the whole 
of this odd affair. Father, the ſame thing which 
your prudence intended for this lovely girl, is come 
to paſs by accident; the tender ties of mutual love 
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engaged me ſtrictly. She is the very perſon you 
came in ſearch of, and I thought you would have 
been diſobliged at my refuſal, on her account. 
Henriques. From the firſt minute I faw her, I 
had not the ſmalleſt doubt of it. From that time 
my heart has yearned after her. Oh, my daugh- 
ter! I yield to ſuch tender tranſports. 
Chriſaldus. With all my heart, I could do fo, 
brother, as well as you; but let us go into the 
houſeto clear up matters, this is not a proper place; 
let us diſcharge the obligations we owe our friend, 
and return thanks to heaven, which orders every 


thing for the beſt, 
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Love is the BEsT DocToR, a Comedy of three Acts, 


' ated at Verſailles, September the 1 5th, 1665, and 


at Paris at. the Theatre of the Palace-Royal the 
22d of the ſame Month. 


"THIS comedy is one of thoſe haſty pieces up- 
on which we ought not to be too ſevere in 

our criticiſms. The reaſon of Moliere's bringing the 
phyſicians ſo often on the ſtage is ſaid: to be on account 
of a quarrel which his wife hadbwitl a phyſician's wife; 
but this ſeems to be too trifling, a. motive.. It is 
more reaſonably accounted for thus: being difguſt- 
ed with the ſolemn countenance, ſtudious appearan- 
ces, and vain pomp of technical terms, which the 
phyſicians of his time affected, in order to impoſe on 
the publick, he thought he could draw from thence: 


a fund of comic humour, more- entertaining, indeed; 


than inſtructive; for which reaſon the phyſicians and 
the marquiſes, whom he has often painted: in dif- 
ferentattitudes, are never the principab figures in the 
piece. Whenever he intended to reprove a more eſ- 
ſential folly, or any vice that was injurious to ſoci- 
ety, he reſerved the firſt place for one of thoſe 
' ſingular characters which deſerved to- have the whole 


attention fixed on themſelves, 
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1 father to Lucinda, 
Lucix DA. 
CLITAN DER, in 10 ah Lucinda. 
AMIN TA, neighbour to Sganarel. 
Lu cRR TIA, niece to Sganarel. 
LysETTA, attendant of Lucinda. 
Mr. WILL TAM, a tapeſtry ſeller. 
Mr. Jossk, a 8 
Mr. THou RES, 
Mr. 3 
Mr. Macro ro, 
Mr. Banars, 5 
Mr. TALLER. ft 
A NoTary. 
CHAMPAGNE, valet to ein 
The Or ERATOR. 
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B ES T DO O OR; 
. nnn 
ACT I. 8e R434 


s G AN ARE L, AM IN TA, LUCRE TIA, 
NMR. WILLIAM, * . 10858. 


SCANAREL. | 
* M IF E is a ſtrange thing! And I may very 
1 : well ſay with an ancient philoſopher, that 
One misfortune comes upon the neck of 
Ather; and He who hath wealth hath 
warfare. I had but one wife, and ſhe, alas! heaven 
has deprived me of. 
Mr. William. But one! why how many would 
you deſire to have ? ry 
Sganarel. I cannot forbear weeping, friend Wil- 
liam, when I think of her death. I was not too well 
pleaſed with her conduct, and we frequently quar- 
reled; but death ends all diſputes, ſhe is dead, I be- 
5 | B | | 


FT 


a6 LOVE ITS THE BEST DOCTOR. 
wail her. Tf the was ſtill living we ſhould not agree 


very well. I have had ſeveral children, but heaven w 
has bereft me of them all but one daughter, and ſhe þ * 
is my only trouble; for in ſhort, ſhe is fallen into the Þ 5 
moſt diſmal melancholy, the cauſe of which I cannot] * 
learn, and all my efforts to recover her prove vain. ff 1 
1 know not what to do in it, and have need of good Fog 
advice on this matter. [To Mr. William and Mr. WW... 
Joſſe.] You are my companions and friends. [To 5 
Lucretia. ] You are my niece. [To Aminta.] And giv 


you are my neighbour; pray give me your advice a- ft 
ie. 

Mr. Joſſe. To ſpeak freely to you, friend Sgana - Hof 
rel, I think that the only remedy to cure your daugh- Th 
ter will be, to buy her ſome pretty ornaments of e- 
meralds, rubies, and diamonds, as moſt girls delight 
in ſuch things. 

Mr. William. In my opinion, you ſhould buy her 
an elegant ſuit ef hangings of landſkip, tapeſtry, or 
-imagery, which J would have put up in her cham- 
ber to delight her ſight and mind with. 

Aminta. For my part, I would not do ſo, I would 

marry her, as ſoon as poſlible, to the perfon that they 
| bo aſked ber of you in marriage ſome time aga. 
Lucretia. Your daughter, I think, is not at all fit I: 
for marriage; ſhe is of too fickly.and delicate a con- 
ſtitution, and it is downright murder to. expoſe her, 
in the condition ſhe now is, to bear children. The 
world is very unfit for her, and I wayld adviſe you 
to put her in a nunnery, where ſhe will meet _ with 
diverſions which will be more to her humour - 

Sgauarel. Admirahle counſellors indeed! But I Poe 
Bad a little too much of ſelf-intereſt in what ye ,. 
ay, and. think that ye adviſe extremely well for 1 
our on intereſts. Lou area goldimith, Mr. Joſſe, Mh. 


LOVE IS THE BEST DOCTOR. 7 
© Band you talk as if you wanted to get ridof your wares. 
nM you are a tapeſtry ſeller, Mr. William, and you ſeem 
„eto have ſome hangings that inccommode you. The 
e gentleman whom you are in love with, Aminta, has 
Xt I ſome inclination they ſay for. my daughter, and you 
. would be glad to ſec her the wife of another. And 
aas for you, Lucretia, it is not my deſign, as ſeveral 
people know, to marry my daughter to anyone at all, 
0 Wind I have my reaſons for that; but the advice you 
q give me to put ber in a nunnery, is the advice of one 
who has a great deſire to be my ſole heireſs. There- 

fore allow me, gentlemen and ladies, to follow none 
of your advices, though they are very good. [Alone.] 
- {Theſe are your faſhionable counſellors. 


It 8: AE NE H. 
Jy LECINDA, SCANARE L, 
r 5 


s G. ANARE L. 
LAS! here comes Lucinda totake theair. She 
perceives me not. She lifts her eyes to the 
ſkies. She ſighs. [To Lucinda.] Heaven pre- 
ſerve thee, my child! How do you do to-day? What 
is the reaſon that you are always ſo melancholy ? Pray 


do every thing in my power to ſatisfy you. Are a- 
ny of thy companions dreſt finer than thyſelf? Or 
is there any new faſhioned ſilk that thou defireſt a 
0 ſuit of? No. Is thy chamber not well enough fur- 
uthed, and doſt thou long ſor any pretty cabinet out 
f St. Laurence's fair? That is not the reaſon either. 
Doſt thou want to learn any thing, and wil thou 
dave me get thee a maſter to teach thee to play on 
Ihe guitar? No. Art thou in love with any body, 
B 2 


do tell me the cauſe of it, and I promiſe you I will 
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and wanteſt to be married? [ Lucinda makes a ſign 
to him that that 1 is the reaſon. 


* 


SCENE III. 
s GANAR EI, LU CIN D4, LYSET T4, 


DSB Tr. 
A VEyou diſcovered the cauſe of your daugh. 
ter's melancholy, 'Sir, in the diſcourſe you 
have juſt now had with her? 
Sganarel. Indeed I have not, and I am very vexed 
at it. 


her a little. | | 
Sganarel. It is to no purpoſe, ſince ſhe will be of 
this humour, I am reſolved to leave her in it. 


th 


in 


| Et 
Lyſetta. Let me 2 Sir, and I will ſound 


Lyſetta. Let me alone, I tell you; perhaps the | 


will open her heart more freely to me than to you. 
Will you not tell us what makes you ſo melancholy: 
And will you grieve all the-world;thus? Never did 
any body act as you do, and if- you have any repug- 


nance to explain yourſelf to your father, you ought Þ 


to have none to diſcover your heart to me. Tell 
me, do you want any thing from him? He 
has frequently told us that he will ſpare nothing to 
content you. Is it becauſe he does not give you ſo 
much liberty as you could wiſh, and is not your fan- 
cy tempted by walks and feaſts? Has any body dif 
pleaſed you? Have you no ſecret inclination for any 
one whom you wiſh you was married to? Ay, thet 
is the thing. What the duce do you conceal'it for: 
The myſtery is diſcovered, Sir, and- 

Sganarel. Go, ungrateful girl! I will talk to the? 
no more, but leave thee in thy obſtinacy. 


al! 
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Lucinda. Since you wil! have me ae to you 
en the reaſon, Sir, — 
Spanarel. Yes, I will throw off all the affection 
had for thee. 
Lyſetta. Her melancholy, Sir, 
Sganarel. The flut would kill me. 
” Lucinda. Father, I will really 
JSganarel. This is not a fit recompence for bring- 
ing thee up as I have 1 
gh. Lyſetta. But, Sir, 


Jou Sganarel. No, I am very vexed at her. 

| Lucinda. But, father, —— 

red Sganarel I have no longer _ tenderneſs for 
| thee. 


Ind Lyſetta. 1 
_.. Sganarel. She is an idle gipſy. 


off Lucinda. But—— 
Sgayarel. An ungrateful flut. 

ne Lyſetta. But—— 

Ou. 


Sganarel. A. baggage, that wil! not tell me what 
ails her. 

Lyſetta. It is an huſband ſhe wants. 

Sganarel, pretending not to hear. J I abandon her. 
ut Lyſetta. A huſband. 

el Sganarel. I hate her. 

eg Lyſetta. A huſband. ; 

tf - Sganarel. And diſown her for my Ane | 

fo  Lyſetta. A huſband. | 

. Zganarel. Speak not to me about her. 

i Lyſetta. A huſband. 

JW »ganarel. Do not ſpeak to me of her. 

ot Eyſetta. A: huſband, a huſband, a huſband. 


ee | i: 
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SCENE: IV. 


LYSRET TH rn 


LYSETTA. | 
ONE are fo deaf as thoſe who will not hear 
is a very wie and true ſaying. 


Lucinda. I was greatly to blame, Lyſetta, to con. : 
ceal my diſquiet from my father, as he promiſed to 
grant me every thing I deſired. & 

Luyſetta. Faith, he is a villainous man, and I con- 


feſs I ſhould be very glad if Icould play him a trick. 
But what was the reaſon, madam, that you did not g. 
diſcover your diſtemper to me? EE: 

Lucinda. Alas! if J had diſcovered it to you, what 
good would it have dene me? And ſhould not I have . 
got as much by concealing it all my liſe· time ? Doſt. x 
thou imagine I did not expect all that has now bap · I 7 
pened? That I did not thoroughly know all my fa- 
ther's notions, and that the refuſal he ſent to him who 
ſolicited for me by a friend, did not extinguiſh all 
hope in my breaſt? 

Lyſetta. What, is it the ſtranger who ng you of 7 
your father, ſor whom you 

Lucinda. For a young girl to 1 herſelf o +; 
freely is perhaps immodeſt; but I muſt tell you, that 
he ſhould be my choice, were I permitted to chuſe. h 
We have never diſcourſed together, nor has he declared t 
the paſſion he has for me: But in every place where he , 
has been able to get a ſight of me, his looks and ac: , 
tions have always ſpoke ſo tenderly, and his demand - : 
ing me from my father appears to me ſo very honou - 
rable, that I could not help being touched with by 11 
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affeclion. And yet you ſee to what the harſhneſs of 
my father reduces all this tenderneſs. 

Lyſetta. Come, let me alone; whatever reaſon I 
have to blame you for not diſcoverinꝑ it to me, yet I 
will do all in my power to aſſiſt your love, and pro- 
vided you have reſolution enough to — 

Lucinda. But what would you have me do againſt 
the authority of a father? If he prove inexora ble to 
my wiſhes 

Eyſetta. Come, come, you muſt not ſuffer your- 
ſelf to be led like a gooſe, and provided honour be 
rot offended by it, one may free one's ſelf a little 
from a father's tyranny. What does he intend you 
{ ſhould do? Does he think you are not old enough 
to be married, and that you are marble ? Come, I 
will aſſiſt your paſſion once more, and take upon me 
the whole care of its concerns, and you ſhall ſee that 
I underſtand ſtratagem. But here comes your father. 
”" Do you withdraw, und Iwill manage itwell enough. 


= SCENE V. 

« SGANARELTL alone. 

wo O pretend ſometimes that we do not hear 
! thingsw hich we hear but too well, is better. 
0 


chan to own we do; and I acted very wiſely inlend- 
ing a deaf ear to the declaration of a deſire which I 
have not the leaſt intention to ſatisfy. Is there any 
thing more tyrannical than this cuſtom that people 
would ſubjeCt parents to? Can there be any thing 
more fooliſh than to bring up a daughter with great 
tenderneſs and care, and to. heap up riches, in order- 
to ſtrip one's ſelf of both, and give them into the 
bande of a man for whom we have not the leaſt re- 


; 4 
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gard? That 1s a cuſtom I ſhall never give into, but 
will keep my daughter and my money to myſelf, 


$SCEMNE VE 


SGANAREL, LYSE TTA. 


ELYSETTA pretending not to ſee Sganarel. 
H! misfortune! O diſgrace! Oh where ſhall 
I find you, poor Mr. Sganarel? _. 
Sganarel aſide. ] What is that ſhe ſays ? 
Lyſetta. Ah, unhappy father, what will you do 


when you know this news? rf 
Sganarel aſide. [What can it be? k 

11 Lyſetta. My poor miſtreſs! i 
Fill Sganarel afide.] I am undone. 
100 Lyſetta. Ah! 
104 Sganarel running after Lyſetta.] Lyſetta. 5 
4 Lyſetta. What a misfortune this is! % 
i F 


Sganarel. Lyſetta. 
Lyſetta. What a fatal miſchance! 
Sganarel. Lyſetta. 
Lyſetta. What an accident! 
Sganarel. Lyſetta. 
Lyſetta. Oh! Sir, I am glad I ke found you. 
Sganarel. What is the matter? 
| Lyſetta. Ah! Sir. 
Sganarel. What is it ? 
Lyſctta. Your daughter 
Sganarel. Oh I oh! oh! 
Lyſetta. Sir, do not cry in that manner, ſor you 
wall make me laugh. | 
Sganarel. Speak then quickly. 
Lyſetta. No ſooner was you gone than your daugh - 
ter, quite ſtruck with what you ſaid to her, and witl: 
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but the terrible paffion ſhe ſaw you was in with her, 
| went up immediately to her chamber, and, full of 
deſpair, 1 2 the window which looks into the ri- 
ver. x 
Sganarel. Well? 
Lyſetta. Then lifting up her eyes to heaven, ſhe 
ſaid, Ob! Lyſetta, how is it poſſible that I can live 
under my father's wrath? Since he diſowns me for 
all his daughter, I muſt die. | 
Sganarel. So threw herſelf down ? | 
Lyſetta.. No, Sir, ſhe gently: ſhut the window a 
gain, and lay down on the bed; there ſhe fell a 
weeping bitterly, and ſuddenly her face grew pale, 
her eyes rolled, her heart ceaſed to beat, and ſhe re- 
mained in my arms. 
Sganarel. Is ſhe quite dead? 
 Lyſetta: No, Sir, I brought her to life again by 
pinching her; but it takes her again every moment, 
and I dare ſay ſhe will be dead before night, 
Sganarel. Champagne! Champagne! Champagne! 


SCENE TE 
: ARIES E, CHEWELER E. TY SET EA 


SGANAREL. 
10 immediately and ſeek phyſicians, and Win 
ſeveral of them here; on ſuch an accident 
as this one cannot have too many of them. Alas 
poor Lucinda! my poor girl! 


— 


ry 


— 


14 LOVE 16 THE BEST DOCTOR. 
„O0 O⁰οο ebe 
Ac H. SCENE 1. 


$GANAREL, LYSETTA. 


L Y&ET!T:A. 

T'T is needleſs, Sir, to have ſo many phyſicians; one 

is enoug h to kill any body. | 

Sganarel. You are a fool, are not four advice 

better than one ? 
Lyſetta. Your daughter can die well enough her- 
ſelf, ſhe does not ſtand in need of the aſſiſtance afa- 
ny of theſe gen:iemen. 

Sganarel. Do the phyſicians kill people? 

Lyſetta. Indeed do they; and I knew a man who 


proved by good reaſons that we ſhould never ſay, 


Such a perſcn is dead of a fever or an aſthma, but 
the is dead of four phyſicians and two apothecaries: 

Sganarel, Hold your tongue, you will offend theſe 
gentlemen. 

Lyſetta. Our cat, Sir, not long fince, fell from 
the top of the houſe into the ftreet, and was three 
days without ever eating or ſtirring; but it was ve- 
ry fortunate for her that there were no cat-doctors, Þ 
for they would certainly have purged and bled wr to 


death. 


Sganaxel. Huſh ! You arevery impertinent. Here 
they come. 

Lyſetta. Take care. You will be greatly edified; 
they will let you know in Latin that your daughter 

is ill. 


one 


ces 


Cre 
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8 CEN E II. 


MESS IE URS T HOME Ss; FONANDRES, MA- 
CROTON, AND BAH VS, SGANARE L, 


SGANAREL. 


E gentlemen, what thnik you of the 


patient? 


impurities in her. 

Sganarel. What, is my daughter ade 

Mr. Thomes. I mean that her body is impure, and 
fall of corrupt humours. 

Sganarel. Oh! I underſtand you. 


Mr. Thomes. But—we are going to conſult to- 


gether. | | 
Sganarel. Come, bring chairs, 
Lyſetia to Mr. 'Thomes.] JOU Sir, are you 
there? 
Sganarel to Lyſetta.] How came you acquainted 
with the gentleman ? 
Lyferta. I faw him a few days ago at a friend of 
your niece's. 
Mr. Thomes. How! is her coachman ? 
| Lyſetta. Very well. He is dead. 
Mr. Thomes. Dead! | 
Lyſetta. Yes. 
Mr. Thomes. That is impoſhble. 
Lyſetta. It is very true, I tell you. 
Mr. Thomes. Tam certain he cannot be dead. 
Lyxſetta. And I will ſwear that he is both dead 
and buried. | 
Mr Thomes. You are deceived. 
Lyfetta. J ſaw it. 


1 


B 6 


Mr. homes, She has certainly a vaſt number of 
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Mr. Thomes. It cannot be, We are told by Hip- 
pocrates, that theſe ſort of diſtempers do not termi. 
nate till the fourteenth or twenty- -firſt, and it is not 
© above fix days fince he fell ſick. | 

Iyſetta. The coachman is dead I tell you, not- 
withſtandin g what Hippocrates fays: 

Sganarel. Hold your peace, Mrs. Impudence, and 
let us leave them. I beg, gentlemen, that you would 
conſult in the beſt manner, Though it is not cuſto- 


mary to pay befrore-hand, yet for fear I ſhould forget 


it, and that the wins may be over, here 


[He gives them money, and each makes a dif- 4 


ferent geſture when he receives it. 


>CENE BI. 


MESSIEURS FONANDRES, THOMES, Ma- 
CROTON, AND BAHYS. 


[ They fit down and cough. ] 


MR. FONAN DRES. 
ARTS is very large, and one muſt make long 
jaunts when practice comes on a little. 


Mr. Thomes. I muſt own, that my mule is the | 


beſt in the world for that, and you would think it 


impeſſible that he could go over ſo much * in 


a day. 

Mr. Fonandres. I Raye a ſurprizing horſe, which 
never tires. | 
Mr. Thomes. My mule has gone a grest way to⸗ 
day, I was firſt oppoſite to the Arſenal, from the 
Arſenal I went to the end of the fubucbe of St. Ger- 
main, from the ſuburbs of St. Germain to the very 
end of the marſhes, from the end of the marſhes to 
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the gate St. Honorius, from the gate St. Honorius 
to the ſuburb of St. James's, from the ſuburb St: 

James's to Richlieu's gate, from Richlieu's gate hi- 
ther, and from hence I muſt go to the Palace-Roy- 
al. 

Mr. 8 My horſe has done the fame, and 
J have been viſiting a patient at Rucl beſides, 

Mr. Thomes. But well thought on, what ſide do 
you take in the diſpute betwixt the two phyſicians, 
Artemius and 'Theophraſtus ? "The whole faculty are 
concerned in this diſpute. 

Mr. Fonandres. I am for Artemius. 

Mr. Thomes. So am I; not but that his advice 
killed the patient, and that of Theophraſtus was 
certainly much the better; but he was wrong in the 
circumſtances, and he ought not to have been of a dif- 
ferent opinion to his ſenior. - Do not you think ſo? 
Mr. Fonandres. The formality ſhould, without 
doubt, be always preſerved, be the confequence what 
it will. 

Mr. Thomes. I am very passt in that reſpect, 
unleſs it be amongſt friends. Three of us were cal- 
led in laſt week to a conſultation with a ſtrange phy- 
fician, where I ſtopped the whole affair, and would 
not allow them to go on unleſs things went in order! 
The patient's relations did what they could, and the 
diſtemper encreaſed; but I would not yield, and he 
died while we were diſputing. 

Mr. Fonandres. You did right in 1 ſhewing them 
their miſtake, and teaching them how to behave. 

Mr. Thomes. A dead man is but a dead man, and 
of no conſequence: but the whole faculty are preju- 
diced when one formality is neglected. 


LOVE Is THE BEST. DOCTOR. 


S'CENE VI. 


$SCANAREL, MESSIEURS. THOME'S, ro- 


NANDRES, MACRO T'ON, AND BAHYS. 


8GAN ARE L. 


8 my daughter's illneſs increaſes, gentlemen; | 
Iam come to aſk you what you have reſolved | - 


upon. 
Mr. Thomes to Mr. Baa, ] Come, Sar. 


Mr. Thomes. You jeſt, ſure. 
Mr. Fonandres. Really, Sir, 1 will not. 
Mr. Thomes. Sir. 

Mr. Fonandres. Sir. 


Mr. Fonandres. I will ſpeak after you, Sir, it you ö 
pleaſe. N 


Sganarel. Pray, gentlemen, . conſider that my ö 


daughter is very ill, therefore lay aſide this ceremo- 
ny. | | 
"Mr Thomes. Your daughter” s illneſs — 

Mr. Fonandres. The nn of all theſe gentle- 
men together 

Mr. Macroton, drawlin 80 out his words.] Af. ter 
ha · ving well con- ſult- ed 

Mr. h. In order to reaſon 

[ They all four ſpeak together. 

Sganarel. Pray, gentlemen, do not be in ſuch a 
hurry, but ſpeak one after another. 

Mr. 'Thomes. Sir, we have reaſoned pon your 


daughter's illneſs, and my opinion of it is, that it 


proceeds from a great heat of blood: therefore I 
would have you. bleed her as ſoon as poſſible. 

Mr. Fonandres. And I maintain that her diſtem- 
per is a putrefaction of humours, occaſioned by too 
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great a repletion; ſo I would adviſe you to give her 
an emetick. 

Mr. Thomes. In my opinion, an emetick will 
ſend her into the other world. 

Mr. Fonandres. I ſay that bleeding will kill her. 

Mr. Thomes. It belongs to you indeed to ſet up 
for a {ſkilful man! 


Mr. Fonandres. Yes, it does belong to me; and 


I will cope with you in all kinds of learning. 
Mr. Thomes. Have you forgot the man you diſ- 
patched laſt week? | 
Mr. Fonandres. Have you forgot the lady you 
killed a few days ago? 
Mr. 'Thomes to e FT You have Heareh my 
opinion. 
Mr. Fonandres to S 38010 You have heard 
mine too. 
Mr. Thomes. Your daughter will be dead in a 


few hours, if you do not bleed her. [ii. 
Mr. Fonandres. If you bleed her, ſhe will not 
be long an inhabitant of this world. [Exit. 


SCENE V. 


EZ SGANAREL, MESSIEURS MACROTON AND 


BAHYS., 


s G ANARE LI 

C 0 very different are theſe two men's opinions, 
k} that I know not which to follow; pray, gentle- 
men, determine me, and tell me what is moſt pro- 
per to relieve my daughter, 

Mr. Macroton, drawling out his words. - We 
muſtpro- ceed eir· cum - ſpect - ly, Sir, in theſe mat-ters, 
and do no-thing with- out deep con- ſi- de · ra- ti · n; 


— 
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for · as- much as the faults which may be com- mit- ted 
in this caſe, are, ac-· cord- ing to our ma- ſter Hip- po. 
cra · tes, of a dan-· ge- rous con- ſe· quence. 

Mr. Bahys, ſputtering out his words haſtily.] | 
It is very true. We mult be very careful in every] 
thing we do; for this is not child's play; and when 
we have once faultered it is not eaſy. to repair the 
flip, and to re-eſtabliſh what we have ſpoilt. Ex- 
perimentum periculgſum. Therefore before we pre- 
fcribe a remedy, we ought to conſider the conſtitu- 
tions of people, weigh things — and examine 
the cauſes of the diſtemper, 

Sganarel aſide, ] What a' contraſt is bete! One 
creeps like a ſnale, and the other rides poſt. 

Mr. Macroton. For, Sir, to tell you the truth, 
I find your daughter has a cro- ni cal diſ-eafe, and Þ 
that ſhe may be in jeo- par- dy ifſhe is not ſpee - di- y 
aſ- ſiſt · d; for- as- muchas the ſymp-toms which ſhe Þ 
has are in- di- ca tive, of a fu · li · gi- nous and mor di- 
cant va- pour, which pricks the mem- branes of the 
brain; for this va-pour, which is call-ed At. mos in 
the Greek lan- guage, is cauſ- ed by pu- trid, con-glu- 
bi- nous, and te- na· ci-· ous hu-mours, which are con- 
tain-ed in the Ab- do- men. F 

Mr. Bahys. And as theſe tumours were engen 
dered there by a long ſucceſſion of time, they are 
over-barked there, and have acquired this malignity, 
which fumes towards the region of the brain. 

Mr. Macroton. So that there. muſt be a ſtrong 

pur- ga-ti-on ap-pli-ed, to looſ- en, draw a- way, e- va- 
cu-ate, and ex- -pel the faid hu-mours. But in the 
firſt place, I think it pro per, and it would not be in- 
eon-ve-ni-ent, to make uſe of ſome little a · no- dyne 
me · di cines; that is to ſay, lit-tle de- ter · ſive and e- 
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I molli- ent gliſ- ters, and re- freſh- ing ſy-rups and ju- 
po. lips, which may be mix-ed in her bar-Jey-wa-ter. 
MI. Bahys. Then we will come to purgation and 
y.) I bleeding, whieh we will reiterate, if neceflary. 
er; 1 Mr. Macroton. Yet not -with-ſtand- ing all this, 
nen per haps your daugh-ter may die; but at leaſt you 
the will have done ſome-thing, and you will have the 
7x- eon - ſo- la- ti n that ſhe di-ed ac-cord-ing to form. 
Mr. Bahys. It is better to die according to form, 


re 
u- than to recover contrary to it. 
ne Mr. Macroton. Theſe are our re-al thoughts: - 


Mr. Bahys., We have ſpoken to you's freely as 
if you were our brother. 

Sganarel to Mr. Macroton, drawling out his 
words. ] I re turn you ma- ny thanks. [To Mr. Bahys, 
ſputtering out his words.] And am very much ob- 
liged to you for the trouble you have taken. 


S C E N E VI. 
SGANAREL alone. 
OW when they are all gone, I am at a 
1 greater loſs what to do than I was at firſt. 
S'death, there is a fancy come into my head, I will 
go buy ſome Orvietan, and make her take ſome af it. 
N umbere of people have been recovered by it. Soho. 
[ He knoc ks at che b gt s dor. 
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4CEN II. 
$GANAREL, THE OPER. A T OR. 


SGANARE L. 
Want a box af your Orvietan, Sir, 
The Operator fings- ] The gold in all lands] 1 * 
which the ſea doth ſurround, | 
Can ne'er pay the worth of my ſecret profound; | 
My remedy cures, by its excellence rate, 
More maladics than you can count in a year. 
The ſcab,. 
The itch, 
The ſcurf, 
The plague, 
The fever, 
'The gout, 
The pox, 
The flux, 
The meazles, 
va Otviews ſuch is the excellence rare. 
Sganarel. I dare ſay, Sir, that all the riches of the | 
Indies is not ſufficient to pay for your medicine; but 
however, here is a half crown piece, which ou n 
may take if you chuſe. 
The Operator ſings. ] Admire then my bounty, 
who for poor thirty pence, 
Such a marvellous treaſure do ſo freely diſpenſe, 
With this you may brave, quite devoid of all fear, 
All the ills which poor mortals are ſubject to here. 
The ſcab, 
The itch, 
The ſcurf, 
The plague, 
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The fever, 
The gout, 
The pox, 
The flux, 
The meazles, 
Of Orvietan ſuch is the excellence rare. 


-L. DC-. 
&CT m. $0046 


MESSIEURS FILLERIN, THOMESz 
AND FONANDRES. 


MR. FILLERIN> 

O not you bluſh, gentlemen, for ſhewing ſo 

much imprudence at your. time of life, and 
to quarrel like young hair-brained' ſimpletons; Are 
you not ſenſible how much theſe diſputes hurt our 
reputation in the world? And is it not enough that 
the learned ſee the contrarieties and diſſenſions which 
are between our authors and antient maſters, with- 
out our diſcovering the. knavery of our art to the peo- 
ple too, by our diſputes and quarrels? For my part, 
I cannot in the leaſt comprehend this miſchievous 
policy of ſome of our brethren, and it mult be con- 
feſſed, that theſe conteſts have diſparaged us lately 
in a ſtrange manner; and that if we do not take 
care we thall ruin ourſelves. I do not ſpeak of this 
for my own intereſt, for, thank God, I have already 
eſtabliſhed my ſmall affairs. Let it blow, rain, or 
hail, I care not; thoſe that are dead are dead, and I 
have  wherewith to paſs among the living; but yet 
phyſic is nothing the better by all theſe diſputes. 
Since heaven has been ſo favourable to us for ſo ma- 
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have is the love they have for life; ; and we make a 
profit of that by our pompous jargon, and know how 


the diſtemper, and to throw every blunder we are 


ani moſity, ane let us bring you to a reconcilement 
here. 
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ny ages, by letting the people continue infatuated 
with us, let us not undeceive them by our extrava- 


| gant cabals, but take advantage of their folly as peace. o 


ably as we can. We are not the only people, you 4 
know, who endeavour to take advantage of mortal fi. 
frailty; the ſtudy of the greateſt part of the world 
lies that way, and every one ſtrives to take men on 
their blind fide to get ſome profit from it. Flatter- 
ers, for example, ſeem to profit from the love men 
have ſor praiſe, by giving them all the vain incenſe 
they can deſire; and it is an art by which we ſee 
people grow very rich. The alchymiſts endeavour 
to profit from the paſſion men have for riches, by 
promiſing mountains of gold to thoſe that will heark- 
en to them; and the conjurers by their deceitful 
predictions take a proſit of the vanity and ambition 
of credulous minds; but the greateſt weakneſs men 


to take advantage of the veneration which the fear of 
death gives, them for our trade. Let us preſerve 
ourſelves then in the degree of eſteem wherein their 
weakneſs has placed us, and let us agree before our 
patients to attribute to ourſelves the happy event of 


guilty of upon nature: Let us not, I ſay, fooliſhly 
deſtroy the happy prepoſſeſſions of an error which 
gives bread to ſuch numbers of people, and by their 
money whom we have killed has raed us UP, on ld 
ſides, ſuch fine eſtates. | 
Mr. Thomes. What you ſay is very true, but theſe 
are heats of blood, which we are not maſters of. 
Mr. Fillerin, Come then, gentlemen, lay aſide all 
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Mr. Fonandies. I agree to it. Let him but admit 


va | 
ce. {of my emitick for the patient which is now in hand, 
vou and I will admit of any thing he ſhall pleaſe for the 


ta) firſt patient he ſhall be concerned with. 
114 Mr. Fillerin. Nothing could be ſaid better ; and g 
on this is being reaſonable. 

Mr. Fonandres. It is done. 

Mr. FiHerin. Shake hands then. Farewell. Be 
more prudent another time. 


SCENE I. 


MESS1EURS THOMES AND FONAN- 
: D RES, LYSST WA: | 


; ,YSET TAs! 
RE you there, gentlemen : And do not you 
A think of repairing the injury which they have 
done to phyſic? 
Mr. Thomes. How? What do you mean? T 
Lyſetta. There is an inſolent fellow, who has been 
ſo impudent as to incroach upon your trade, and kill 
a man, without your leave. | _ | 
Mr. 'Fhomes. Be not ſo merry, Lyſetta, nor make 
a jeſt of it, for fear you ſhould ſome day come under 
our care. 
Lyſetta. When I am fo unfortunats: as to have 
recourſe to you, I will give you leave to kill 1 me. 
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SCENE HL 


CLITANDER ina phyſician's dreſs, LYSE I. 
| T A. 


c LITAN DER. . 
O not you think, Lyſetta, that this dreſs ſuitz Þ 
me very well? Do you think I ſhall be able 

to deceive the good man with this habit ? 

Lyſetta. There is not the leaſt fear but you will 
do very well, and I was very impatient for your co- 
ming. Heaven has made me of a nature the moſt 
humane in the world, and I cannot ſee two lovers 
ſigh for one another, without havinga charitable ten- 
derneſs, and an ardent defire to relieve the ills they 
ſuffer. I am refolved, coſt what it will, to deliver 
Lueinda from the tyranny the is under, and put her 
in your power. You pleaſed me at firft. I am ſkil- 
ful in men, and it was impoſſible for her to make a 
better choice, Love ventures upon extraordinary 
things, and we have concerted a kind ofſtratagem to- 
gether, which may perhaps ſucceed for us. All our 
meafures are already taken. He is not one of the 
craſtieſt of men we have to deal with; and if this 
adventure fails us, we ſhall find a thonſand other 
ways to come at our end. Stop here a little, and I 
will come to you preſently. _ 

[Clitander retires to the further part of the ſtage. 
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S CE NE IV. 
8. G AN ARE L, LYSE TT A. 


LTSETT A. 

TOY! Sir, joy! 
J Spanarel. What is the matter? 

Lyſetta. Rejoice! 

Sganarel. For what? 

Lyſetta. Rejoice, I tell you. 

Sganarel. Let me know for what, and then perhaps 

11 may rejoice. 
Luſetta. No, I will have you rejoice before- hand, 


dance and ſing. 


Sganarel. On what account? 
Lyſetta. Upon my word. 
Sganarel Come then. [Sings and dances. 1 


| al 2 derol lol. What the duce! 


Luſetta. Sir, your daughter i is cured. 
Sganarel. My daughter is cured! 
Lyſetta. Yes, I bring you a phyſician, and a cele- 


| brated one too, who has-performed wonderful Cures, 


and who defpiſes other phyſicians. 


Sganarel. Where is he? 

Luſetta. I will bring him in. 

Sganarel alone.] I muſt ſee if this will do more 
than the oth ers. 
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SCENE V,. 


CLITANDER in a phylician's dreſs, SGANAREL, 
| LYSETTA. 


LYSETTA. 
ERE he is. | 
Sganarel. This phyſician is very young,! 
think, his beard not being very long. 
Lyſetta. Knowledge is not meaſured by the beard; 
his ſkill does not lie in his chin. 
Sganarel. Sir, I am told you have wonderful rect 
pes to make people go to ſtool. 


Clitander. Sir, my remedies are different from 
thoſe of others; they have emetics, bleedings, pur 


ges, clyſters; but I cure by words, ſounds, letters, 


taliſmans, and conſtellated rings. 


Lyſetta. Did not I tell you? 

Sganarel. A great man this! 

Lyſetta. Sir, as your * is ready dreſſed, [ 
will bring her to you. 

Sganarel. Do ſo. 

Clitander feeling Sganarel's pulſe.] Your daugh- 
ter is very bad. 

Sganarel. Can you tell that here ? 

Clitander. Yes, by the ſympathy there is between 
father and davghter. 


EL, 
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CNET” 


S C AN ARE L, LUCINDA,CLITANDER, 
| LYSET TA. 


LysETTA to Clitander. 
AIR, here is a chair near her, [To Sganarel.] 
Come, let us withdraw, and leave them by 
themſelves. CE 

Sganarel. Why ſo? I will ſtay here. 

Lyfetta. You jeft ſure! we muſt leave them; a 
phyſician has ſeveral queſtions to aſk, which it is not 
decent for a man to hear. 

[ Sganarel ak Ty retire. 

Clitander aſide to Lucinda.) Ah! madam, how 
great is my pleaſure! and how little do I know in 
what manner to begin my diſcourſe to you! Whilſt 
I tpoke to you only by my eyes, I thought I had a 
hundred things to ſay; and now I have the liberty 
to ſpeak to you as I deſired, I am filent, and my ex- 
ceſs of joy ſtifles my words. 

Lucinda. I may ſay the fame, and, like you, Ifeel 
movements of joy which prevent me from ſpeaking 
to you. 

Clitander. Ah! madam, how happy ſhould I be if 
you really felt all I feel, and if I were permitted to 
judge of your heart by my own! But, madam, may 
believe that it is to you I owe the thought of this 
happy ſtratagem, which gives me the pleaſure of 


talking to you? 


Lucinda. I you do nc; owe the hott of it to 
me, you are at leaſt obliged to me for having gladly 
approved the propoſition, 

Se to Lyſetta.] He talks very cloſe to her. 

C 
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Lyſetta to Sganarel.] He is obſerving her phyſi- 
ognomy, and the traces of her features. 

Clitander to Lucinda.] Will you be conſtant, ma: 
dam, in theſe favours you ſhew me ? 

Lucinda. Will you be firm in the reſolutions you 
have ſhewn me? 

Clitander. Until death, madam. It is the height 


of my ambition to be bleſſed with you, and un 1 


am going to do ſhall fully teſtify it. 


Sganarel to Clitander.] Well, how does my daugb. 


ter? She locks a little briſker. | 

Clitander. It is becauſe I have already tried upon 
her one of the remedies my art teaches me. As 
the body is very much influenced. by the mind, and 
that being frequently the cauſe of diſeaſes, my cuſ- 
tom is firſt to cure the mind, before I come to the 
body. Therefore IT obſerved her looks, her features, 
and the lines of her hands; and, by my knowledge, 


I find that her mind is the part ſhe is ſick in; and 


that all her diſeaſe proceeds only from an irregular 
imagination, from a depraved deſi re of being mar- 
ried. For my part, I think nothing more extrava- 
gant and foclith than that deſire people have for ma- 
trimony. | | 

Sganarel aſide. ] A frilful man this! 

beer And I have, and always ſhall have a 
great averſion for it. 

Sganarel aſide. J A great 1 | 

Clitander. But as it is neceſſary to flatter the ima- 
zinations of our patients, and ſeeing an alienation of 
mind in her, and even that it would prove dange- 
rous without ſpeedy aſſiſtance, I took her on her 


blind fide, and told her that I was come to demand 


her of you in marriage; ſuddenly her countenance 
altered, her complexion cleared up, her eyes ſpark- 
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led, and if you would but hold herein this error for 
ſome days you will ſee ſhe will be entirely recovered. 

Sganarel. Ay, I will do it with all my heart. 

Clitander. Afterwards we wilF uſe other remedies 
to cure her wholly of this fancy. 

Sganarel. Ay, that will do very well. Well, 
daughter, this gentleman has a mind to marry you, 
and J have told him that I give my conſent, 

Lucinda. Alas! is it Poſſible? 

Sganareh, Ves 

Lucinda. But really? 

Sganarel. Ves, yes. 

Lucinda to made.! What, hay vou a defire 
to-be my huſband ? | 

Clitander, Yes, madam. 

Lucinda. And does my father agree to it? 

Sganarel. Yes, daughter. 

Lucinda. O how happy ſhall J be if this be true! 

Clitander. Do not doubt it, madam; it is not to- 
day that I began to love you, and burn to be your 
huſband; I came hither for that alone; and if you 
would have me tell you the thing juſt as it is, this 
habit is but a mere pretence, and I acted the phyſi 
cian only to get to you with the greater facility. 

Lucinda. That is giving me marks of a very ten- 
der love; P am as ſenſible of it as I ought to be. 

Sganarel. O poor filly girl! filly girl! filly girl! 

Lucinda. Then, Sir, do you grant that this gen- 
tleman ſhall be my huſband ? | 

Sganarel. Yes; come, give me you hand; give 
me yours too a little. 

Clitander. But, Sir, [Holding back. 

Sganarel. No, no, it is only to—[ſtifling his 
"A 
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laugh.] to makeher eaſy. Come, take hands. There, 
it is done. 

Clitander. As a warrant of my fidelity, accept of 
this ring. [Low to Sganarel.] It is a conſtellated 
ring, and is an excellent remedy for diſtractions of 
the mind. 

Lucinda. Let the contract be made then, that no- 
thing may be wanting. | 1 

Clitander. Lack-a-day! with all my heart, madam, 
[Low to Sganarel.] I will call up the man that 
writes down my preſcriptions, and make her believe 
it is a notary. | 


Sganarel. Very well. | 

Clitander. Soho! Call up the notary that came 
with me. . 

Lucinda. What! did you bring a notary ? 

Clitander. Yes, madam.. 

Lucinda. I am glad on it. 

Sganarel. O poor _ girl! 85 girl! 


8 C EN Z VIE 


THE NOTARY, CLITAN DER, SGANAREL 
| LUCIN DA, LYSETTA. 


[CL1TANDER whiſpers the Notary. I 


SGANAREL to the Nota 

"ES, Sir, you are to draw a bun for thoſ 
| two perſons. Write. [To Lucinda.] He 
making the contract, girl. ¶ To the Notary | 1 ge 
her twenty thouſand crowns as a portion. Write. 

Lucinda. Father, I return you many thanks. 
Notary, It is done, you have working to do but 

to ſign, 
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re, Sganarel. Here is a contract ſoon drawn. 
5 Clitander to Sganarel | But, however, Sir, 
- of Sganarel. Hey, no, no. Do not I know? ['To 


ted the Notary. ] Come, give him the pen to f ign. [To 
of Lucinda. Come, ſign, ſign, fign. Well, 1 will fign 
myſelf by-and-by. 

10- Lucinda. No, no; I will have the contract in my 
own poſſeſſion. 

Sganarel. Well, take it. Laker ſigning it.] Are 
you now content ? 

Lucinda. Better than you think. 

Sganarel. That is well, that is well. | 

Clitander. I have not only had the precaution to 
bring a notary, but I have brought ſeveral fingers, 
| muſicians and dancers, to celebrate the feaſt, and 
make merry. Order them to come in. I daily make. 
uſe of theſe people, who by their dancing and har- 
mony pacify the diſturbances of the mind. 


S Q EN E. VIII. 


 SCGANAREL, LUCIN DA, LIT AN DE R, LY- 


COMEDY, MUSIC, DANCING, the sro rs, the 
SMI L Es, and the PLEASURES. 


| COMEDY, DANCING, and Mus re — 


1 II. humankind, without us three, 
ve Would ſoon become diſeaſed; 
Fheir chief phyſician ſure are we 

By whom their ills are eas d. 
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COMEDY. 
If you by pleaſant means would aim 
To cure the vapour'd head, 
Leave your Hippocrates, for. Game, 
And come to us for aid. | 
| ALL THREE. 
Al humankind, without us three, 
Would ſoon become diſeas'd; 
Their chief pbyficians ſure are we 
By whom their ills are eas'd. 


[Clitander carries off Lubinda, whilſt the Sports, the 
Smiles, and the Pleaſures are dancing. 


SCENE THE LAST. 
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COMEDY, MUSIC, DANCING, the SPORTS; the 
SMILES, and.th& PLEASURES. 


858A N AREL. 
ERE cannot be @ more agreeable. manner 
than this for curing people. * is become 


of the phyſician and my daughter? 
Lyſetta. 'Phey are gone to 3 the wedding: 


Sganarel. What wedding? 
Lyſetta. You: are cleverly. bit, Sir; what you i- 


magined to ve jeſt is turned to earneſt. 
Sganarel endeavours to go after Clitander and Lu- 


cinda, but the dancers hold him.] What the duce | 
Let me go, let me go, I ſay. Again? [Endeavour- 
ing to force him to dance. ] Puce take you all for a 


parcel of rogues! Sts N 
. 
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The HYPOCHONDRIAC, a Comedy of Three Acts, per- 
formed at Paris, at the Theatre of the Palace- Royal, 
the 10th of. February, 1673. 


HIS comedy was the laſt of our author” 8 produc- 
tions. In Belina we find a character which 18 
but too frequently met with in the world; and it is 
with the higheſt pleaſure that we ſee the amiable An- 
gelica laying aſide the concerns of her lore, and giv- 
ing up herſelf to grief and ſorrow upon her imaginin 

her father was no more. Moliere is very ſevere upon 
the phyſicians in this piece; for not content with 
laughing at them, he in the part of Beraldo attacks the 
very foundation of their profeſſion, whilſt-in the part. 
of the Hypochondriac, he ridicules the moſt univerſal 
foible of mankind, the Oy ove of wo We he” too 
aſſiduous care to preſerve it. £ | 


Mr. D1azo1R vs, a phyſician. 


CT © EK 8. 


AnGan, the Hypochondriac. 
BrLIxa, ſecond wife to Argan. 
ANGELIEA, daughter to Argan. 
Lov1son, younger daughter, ſiſter to Angelict. . 
BERAL Do, Argan' s brother. 
CLEAN THESs, in love witk Angelica. 


THOMAS DiarorrUs, ſon of Mr. Diafoirus: | 
Mr. Po RGon, a phyſician, 

Mr. FLEURANT, an apothecary. 

Mr. Bonnzror, a notary. 

TolxE r, ſervant. to Argan. 
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HYPOCHONDRIAC,. 


—— eh oe repro ther peo ne pe i{pee ee LÞ bee hp Hd 24s {pe 1 4Þ 6411 1a {16166 C18 
Scene ARGAN's chamber. 


| Ac Ax ſitting with a table before him, caſlin g up his 
apothecary's bills with counters. 


| XZ ZXKWO and three make five, and five makes 
INA T ten, and ten makes twenty. Three and 
? two make five. Item, the twenty-fourth, 

NTA « a little inſinuative, preparative ma emol- 
6« lient clyſter to mollify, moiſten, and refreſh his 
% worſhip's bowels.” What I am pleaſed with in Mr. 
| Fleurant my apothecary, is, that his bills are very ci- 
vil, © His worſhip's bowels, thirty ſous.” Ay, but, 
Mr, Fleurant, being civil is not all, you ſhould be rea- 
ſonable alſo, and not flea your patients. Thirty ſous 
for a clyſter! Your ſervant,” T have told you of this be- 
fore. You have charged me in other bills but twenty 
ſous, and twenty ſous in the language of an apotheca- 
ry means ten ſous; there they are, ten ſous. © Item, 
the faid day, a good deterſive clyſter compoſed of 
“ double catholicum, rhubarb, mel roſatum, &c. ac- 
B 
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** cording to preſcription, to ſcour, waſh and clean: 
* his honour's abdomen, thirty ſous;” ten ſous, if you 
pleaſe. © Item, the ſame day at night, an hepatic, 
* ſoporific, and ſomniferous julep, compoſed to make 
* his honour ſleep, thirty-five ſous;“ I do not ſcruple 
that, for it made me fleep well. Ten, fifteen, ſixteen, 
ſeventeen ſous, fix deniers. “ Item, the twenty-fifth, 
a good purgative and corroborative medicine, com- 
6 poled of caſſia recens, with ſen levantina, '&c. c- 
e cording to the preſcription of Mr. Purgon, to expel 
© and evacuate his honour's choler, four livres.“ How! 
Mr. Fleurant, you certainly jeſt, you ſhould treat your 
patients with ſome humanity. Mr. .Purgon did not 
preſcribe you to put down four livres; put down, 
pray put down three livres fifty ſous. ——< Item, the 
«© ſaid day, an anodyne and aſtringent potion to make 
„his honour ſleep, thirty ſous.” Very well fit- 
teen ſous. Item, the twenty-lixth, a carminative 
« clyſter to expel his honour's wind, thirty ſous.” Ten 
ſous, Mr. Fleurant. Item, his honour's clyſter re- 
„ peated at night as-before, thirty.ſous.” Ten ſous, 
Mr. Fleurant. - “ Item, the -twenty-ſeventh, a good 
„medicine compoſed to di ſſipate and drive out his ho- 
< nour's ill humours, three livres.“ Good, fifty ſous; 
4 J am glad you are reaſonale, Item, the twenty 
eighth, a doſe of clarified dulcified milk, to ſweeten, 
© lenity, temper and refreſh his henour's blood, twen- 
ty ſous.” Ten ſous, if you pleaſe. Item, a cor- 
dial preſervative. potion, compoſed of twelve grains 
of: bezoar, ſyrup of lemons, pomegranates, &c. ac- 
* cording to preſcription, five livres.“ Oh! ſoftly, 
Mr. Eleurant, if you pleaſe, if you uſe people thus, 
one would be ſick no longer, content yourſelf with 
four livres; fixty ſous, Three and two make tive, and 
five makes ten, and ten makes twenty. Sixty-three 
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livres, four ſous and fix deniers. So then in this month 
F have taken one, two, three, four, five, ſix, ſeven, 
eight purges; and one, two, three, four, five, fix, ſe- 
ven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve clyſters; and 
there were twelve purges, and twenty clyſters the laſt 
month. I do not wonder if I am not ſo well this 


month as the laſt. I ſhall tell Mr. Purgon of git, that 
he may ſet this matter to rights. Here take away alk 
theſe things; there is no body there, it is to no pur- 


| poſe to ſpeak, I am always left alone; I cannot fall up- 
on a method: to keep them here. [He rings a bell. 


They do not hear, my bell is not loud enough. [Rings.] 


No. [Rings again.] Fhey are deaf; Toinet! [Mak- 


ing as much, noiſe with his bell as poſſible.] Juſt as if 
I did not ring at all. Huſſey! Baggage! [Finding h> 
ſtill rings in vain.] I am mad. TO drelin, dre- 
lin, the duce take the carrion. Is it poſſible they 
ſhould leave a poor ſick creature in this manner! Dre- 


lin, drelin, drelin, oh! lamentable! Drelin, drelin, 


drelin- Oh! Heavens, they. will. let me die here. 
Drelin, drelin, drelin. 


J:CENE II- 


TOINET, AR GAN: 
Toi NE x entring. . 
HY, what do you want?. ; 
Argan. O, ye jade! O-carrion! 
Toinet pretending: to have hurt her head.] T be 
duce take your impatience, you hurry one ſo much, 
chat J have knocked my head againſt the w indow-ſhut- 
ter. 
Argan angrily.] Ab! baggage 
Toinet interrupting him.] Ooh! 
| B 2 
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8 THE HYPOCHONDRTA&AC 
Argan. It is a— 
Toinet. Oh! 

Argan. It is an hour— 
Toinet. Oh! 
Argan. Thou haſt left me 
Toinet. Oh! | 
Argan. Hold __ proces you ſlut, that J may ſcold 


thee. m 

Toinet. Very well; i' faith, I like that, after T have ®! 
hurt myſelf in this manner. | 
Argan. Gipſy, thou haſt made me bail my throat : 
ſore. 


Toinet. And you have made me break my head, 
one is as good as the other, ſo, with your leave, we 
are quit. 

Argan. How, huſſy ; 

Toinet. If you ſcold, I will cry. 

Argan. To leave me, you flut—— 

Toinet ftill interrupting him. J Oh! 

Argan. Impertinence! thou wouldſt 

Toinet. Oh! 

Argan. What, muſt I not have wy: pleaſure of ſcold- 
ing at her neither? 

Toinet. You are welcome to have 8 5 . 
worth of ſcolding. 

Argan. Huſſy, you prevent me from it, by inter- 
rupting me at every turn. | 

Toinet. If you have the pleaſure of ſcolding, I muſt, 
on my part, have the pleaſure of crying: Every one to 
their fancy is but reaſonable. Oh! 

Argan. Come, I muſt paſs over this. Take away 
this thing, minx, take away this thing. [Riſing out of 
his chair. Has my clyſter operated well to-day? 

Toinet. Your clyſter! | 

Argan. Yes, have I voided much bilious matter? 
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Toinet. Indeed, I do not trouble myſelf about thoſe 
affairs. It is Mr. Fleurant's buſineſs to have his noſe 
in them, ſince he has the profit of them. 
Argan. Remember to have me ſome broth ready, 
for the other I am to take preſently. 
Toinet. This Mr. Fleurant and Mr. Purgon amuſe 
ola themſelves finely with your carcaſe; they have a rare 
milch-cow of you. I would fain aſk them what diſ- 
ave order you have, that ye muſt take ſo much phyſic. 
Argan. Hold your peace, ignorance, it is not for 
you to controul the decrees of the faculty. Bring my 
daughter Angelica to me, I want to ſpeak with her. 
Toinet. Here ſhe comes of herſelf; ſhe has ſuſpect- 


ed your intention. . 
S CEN E III. 
ANGELICA, TOIN E T, AR GAN. 


A R 2 AN. 
OME here, Angelica, you are come very ſeaſon- 
C ably, I want to ſpeak with you. 
Angelica. Sir, I am all attention. 
Argan. Stay. [To Toinet. ] Give me my cane, I 
will come again in a little. | | 
. | Toinet. Go quickly, Sir, go. Mr. Fleurant finds 
us in buſineſs. 


ö 5 Ne. 
Annees, oni 


| ANGELICA... 

.OINET.. | 
Toinet. Madam. 

B 3 


30 1 HE HYPOCHONDRIAC. 
Angelica. Look at me a little. ; | 


Toinet. Well. I do look at you. 

Angelica. Toinet. 

Toinet. Well, what would you have with Toinet? 

Angelica. Do not you ſuſpect who I would talk of! 

Toinet. I muſt ſuſpect of our young lover; for it 
is on him that our converſation has entirely turned for 
theſe bx days paſt, and you are not ſatisfied except you 
are talking of him every minute. | 

Angelica. Since you know that, why are not you the 
firſt then to ſpeak of him to me, and * me the trouble 
of foreing this diſcourſe? | 

Toinet. It is a difficult matter to be before-hand 
with you; you will not give me leave, you are . 
care about that matter yourſelf. 

Angelica. I confeſs to thee that Fam never tired of 


ſpeaking of him to thee, and that my heart eagerly takes f 

advantage of every minute to diſcloſe itſelf to thee. 

But tell me, 'Toinet, doſt thou condemn the ſentiments 

I have for him? | I 
Toinet. Not I indeed. a 
Angelica. Am I wrong to give myſelf up to theſe I - 


ſoft impreſſions? 
Toinet. F do not ſay ſo. 
Angelica. And wouldſt thou have me id to 


| the tender proteſtations of that ardent paſſion he ex- 


preſſes for me? 
 Toinet. God forbid! 

Angelica. But tell me, doſt not thou ſee as well as 
| ſomething of providence, ſome act of deſtiny in the 
unexpected adventure of our acquaintance? 

Toinet.' I do. 

Angelica. Doſt not thou think that action of engage- 
ing in my defence, without knowing me, was very 


gallant? 
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Toinet. Yes. 


Angelica. That a more generous uſe could not be 


made of it? 
et? Toinet. I agree to what you ſay. 


of? Angelica. And that he did all this with the beſt 
r iti grace imaginable ? 
for Toinet. He did indeed. 
you Angelica. Toinet, doſt not thou think, that he 18 
vell made in his perſon? 
the Toinet. To be ſure. 
Angelica. That he has the beſt air imaginable. 
Toinet. Certainly. 
Angelica. That there is woke noble i in his dif- 
courſe, as well as his actions. 
. That is certain. 
Angelica. That nothing can be more affectionate 
than all he ſays to me? 
Toinet. Very true. 
| Angelica. And that there 1s nothing more provelt 
ing than the reſtraint I am kept under, which prevents 
all communication of the ſoft tranſports of that mutual 
ardor which heaven inſpires us with ? 
Toinet. You are certainly right. 
Angelica. But, dear Toinet, doſt thou believe he 
loves me ſo much as he tells me? 

'Toinet. Um—— thoſe ſort of things are ſometimes 
not abſolutely to be truſted to. The appearance of love 
is very much like the reality; and J have ſeen notable 

nmccors of that part. 
Angelica. Ah! Toinet, Is you think it poſſible he 
ſhould flatter in the manner he ſpeaks? 

Foinet. However it be, you will be: made clear in 


that point; and the reſolution which he writ you yeſ- 


terday he had taken to aſk you in marriage, is a ready 
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12 THE HYPOCHONDRIAC. 

way to difcover to you if he was fincere or not. That 

will be a certain proof of it. | 
Angelica. Ah! Toinet, if this man 88 me, ] 

will never believe a man again while I live. 
Toinet. Here is your father returned. 


SCENE V. 
AR G AN ANGELICA, TOITIN E Tr. 


ARGAN ctring down. 


AUGUHTER, I am going to tell you a piece of 
neus, which you probably little expect. You ſ# 
are aſked of me in marriage. What is the matter! 
You laugh. That is pleaſant enough, ah! that word 


marriage. There is nothing ſo agreeable to young 
girls, Ah nature! nature! for what I can ſee then; 
child, I have no occaſion to aſk you if you chuſe to be 
married. | 

Angelica. Sir, it is my duty to do whatever. you 
ſhall pleaſe to enjoin me. 

Argan. I am glad to have ach a dutiful daughter; 
the thing is ſettled then, and I have promiſed you. 

Angelica. It is my e ms blindly to follow. a 
your reſolutions. 

Argan. My wife, your . defired 1 
ſhould make a nun of you, and your little ſiſter Louiſon 
alſo; and has always perſiſted i in it. 

Toinet aſide. 1 The n devil had her reaſons 
for i It. | | * 

3 She e not agree to this matek, hue: I 
have carried it, and my promiſe is given. 


Angelica. Ah! Sir, how n am 1 —_—_ to you 


for all peat goodneſs! 


the 
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hat Toinet. Really, I take this kind of you now, this is 

the wiſeſt action you ever did in your life. 
„Argan. I have not ſeen the perſon yet, but they tell 
me I ſhall be pleaſed with him, and thou * 5. 

Angelica. Certainly, Sir. | 

Argan. How! 

Angelica. Since your conſent authoriſes me to o- 
pen my heart to you, I muſt inform you, that chance 
brought us acquainted about ſix days ſinee, and that the 
requeſt which has been made to you, is the effect of an 
inclination which we conceived for each other at firſt 
ght. 


very glad of it, and it is ſo much the better that things 
go in that manner. They ſay that he 1 is a nnn 
well-made young man. 
Angelica. Indeed he is, Sir. 
Argan. Well ſhaped. 
Angelica. Undoubtedly. 
Argan. Very perſonable. 
Angelica. Very. 


Arxgan. Has a good countenance. 
Angelica. Extremely good. 
Argan. Prudent, and well born. 


Angelica. Perfectly. 
Argan. Very genteel. 
Angelica. As genteel as poſſible. 
Argan. Speaks Greek and Latin well. 
Angelica. I know nothing of that. 
Argan. And will be admitted doctor in three days 
time. 
Angelica. Who, he, Sir! 
Argan. Yes. Did he nat tell thee ſo? 
Angelica. No indeed. Who told you? 


Argan. I was not acquainted with that, but I am 


i 
P xx 


14 THE HYPOCHONDRIAC. 
Argan. Mr. Purgon. 


Angelica. Is Mr. Purgon acquainted with kia] + 
Argan. A fine queſtion! He muſt certainly knoy 


his nephew. 


Angelica. Cleanthes Mr. Purgon” s nephew! 

Argan. What Cleanthes? We are Ong of the 
perſon you are aſked for in marriage. 

Angelica. Well, yes. 

Argan, Very well, and that is Mr. Purgon's ne» 
phew, who is the ſon of his brother-in-law, the phy. 
ſician Mr. Diafoirus; and his ſon's name is Thomas 
Diafoirus, not Cleanthes; and Mr. Purgon, Mr. Fleu- 
rant, and I, concluded the match this morning, and to- 
morrow this intended ſon-in-law is to be brought to me 
by his father. What is the matter? ner! look quite 


_ ſurpriſed. 


Angelica. Sir, it is becauſe the perſon 1 you ſpoke 
of is not the ſame I underſtood. 
Toinet. What, Sir, would you entertain fo: bur: 


leſque a deſign? And with ſo much riches as you have, 


would you marry your daughter to a phyſician ? 


Argan. Yes, impertinent huſſey, what buſineſs have 


you with it? 

Toinet. Good now, ſoftly, Sir, you fly directly to 
invectives. Cannot we reaſon together without falling 
into a paſſion? Come, let us talk in cool blood. Pray, 
what is your reaſon for ſuch. a marriage? | 

Argan. My reaſon is, that finding myſelf infirm, 
and fick as I am, I would procure me a ſon-in-law, 
and relations phyſicians in arder to depend on good aſ· 
ſiſtance againſt my diſtemper, and to have in my fami- 


ly ſources of remedies which are neceſſary for me, and 

to be preſent myſelf at conſultations and preſcriptions. 
Toinet. Very well, that is giving a reaſon, and 

there is a pleaſure in anſwering each other calmly. 


. as ie. - 
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ut, Sir, lay your hand on your heart. Are you real 
y ſick? 

Argan. How, impudence, am I ſick? am I ſick? 
Toinet. Well, yes, Sir, you are ſick, do not let us 
differ about that. Yes, you are very fick, I agree to 
that, and more ſick than you think; that is over. But 
your daughter is to marry a huſband for herſelf, and 
not being ſick, it is not neceſſary to give her a phy- 
ſician. 

Argan. It is for my fake that I give her this phy- 
ſician, and a girl of a good temper ſhould be rejoiced 
to marry for the benefit of her father's health. 

'Foinet. Look you, Sir, will you let me as a friend 
give you ſome advice? 

Argan. What is that advice? 

Toinet. Not to think of this match. 

Argan. For what reaſon, pray? 

Toinet. The reaſon is this, that your daughter will 
not agree to it. 

Argan. She will not agree to it? 

Toinet. No. 

Argan. My daughter? | 

Toinet. Your daughter. She will tell you that ſhe 
bas nothing to do with Mr. Diafoirus, nor with his ſon 
Thomas Diafoirus, nor all the Diafoirus's you can 
mention. 

Argan. But I have ab to do with n Be- 
„ades, the march is more advanta than 
5 , antageous than you ima 
» = gine. Mr. Diafoirus has only his fon to inherit all he 
has, and moreover, Mr. Purgon, who has neither wife 
nor children, gives him all his eſtate in favour of this 
marriage, and Mr. Purgon is a man that hath good 
eight thouſand livres a-year. 

Toinet. He muſt have killed a world of people to 
have got ſo much riches. 


lO 


r 


r 
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return to the ſame ſtory. I adviſe you ſincerely be 


me is not made to be madam Diafoirus. 
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Argan. Eight thouſand livres a-year is ſomething 


without reckoning the father's eſtate. 
Toinet. All this, Sir, is fair and fine; but I ſtil 


tween ourſelves to chooſe another huſband for her, fo: 


Argan. But it ſhall be ſo. 
.- Toinet. Oh fy, do not ſay ſo. 

Argan. How! not ſay ſo? 

Toinet. No. 

Argan. And why ſhall I not RX i 

Toinet. They ſhall lay you do not know what you 
are ſpeaking of. 

Argan. They may ſay what 10 ez but I tell 
you, 1 will have * _ w__ 2 ee? I have 
made, 

Toinet. But 1 am certain the will t.. 

Argan. I will oblige her to it then. a 

'Toinet. I tell ye, the will not. 9 1h EB 
Argan. I will put her into a convent, if ſhe will 
not. . 

Toinet. You? 

| Argan. "ET 
-- Toinet. Good! 
Argan. How, good? Co 
Toinet. You ſhall not put her into a convent. 

Argan. I ſhall not put her into a  conygnt ? 

Toinet. No. | e 

Argan. No! 

Toinet. No. 

Argan. Hey- day, this is merry enough; I ſhatl not 
on my daughter into a-convent, if 1 chuſe it? 

Toinet. No, I tell you. ? 

Argan. Who ſhall prevent me from: doing it? 


Toinet, Yourſelf, 


you 


tell 


ave 


vill 


Argan. 
Toinet. 
Argan. 


Toinet. 


Argan. 
Toinet. 
Argan. 
Toinet. 


bout your neck, a dear papa pronounced tenderly, will 
be enough to move you. 


Argan. 
Toinet. 
Argan. 
Toinet. 
Argan. 
Toinet. 
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Myſelf? 

Yes, you would not have the heart. 

I hall. 

You jeſt. 

I do not jeſt. 

Fatherly tenderneſs will prevent you. 

It would not prevent me. 

A little tear or two, her arms thrown a- 


All that will have no S. 

Yes, yes. 

I tell ye that I will not bate an inch on it. 
You trifle. 


Lou ſhall not ſay that I trifle. 


Alas, I know you, you are good tempered. I 


Argan angrily.] I am not good-tempered, I am | 
ill tempered, when I chuſe it. % 


Toinet. Softly, An you do not remember chat you 1 
are ſick. 
Argan. I command her abſolutely to prepare to o take I 


the huſband 1 ſpeak of. 9 


Toinet. 


And I abſolutely forbid her to do it. 1 


Argan. Where-abouts are we then? and what im- — 
pudence is this for a ſlut of a ſervant to talk at this 1 


rate before her maſter! 
Toinet. When a maſter does not confider what be 
does, a ſenſible ſervant is in the right to inform him 


better. 


Argan running after Toinet.] Ah! impudence, I 1 


will knock thee down. 
Toinet running from him and putting the chair he- 1 


tween her and him.) It is my duty to oppoſe any thing 


that would diſgrace you. 
Argan running after her in a paſſion round the as 


.C 
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with his cane in his hand.] Come here, come bere, 
that I may teach thee how to ſpeak. 

'Foinet, ſaving herſelf on the oppoſite ſide of the 
chair to where Argan is.] I intereſt myſelf as IL ought, 
co prevent you from _—_ ſuch a fooliſh 833 

Aren. Huſſey! 

Joinet. No, I will never agree to this march. 

Argan. Jade. . 

Toinet. I will not have her marry your Thoma 
Diafoirus. h 

Argan. Baggage! 

Toinet. And ſhe will obey me ſooner than you. 

Argan. Angelica, will not you 1 5 058 of that 
flut for me 

Angelica. Alas, Sir, do not make yourſelf ſick. 

Argan. If thou doſt not lay hold of her for me, 1 
will refuſe thee my bleſſing. 

'E oinet. And I will ane her, if the FOR obey 

ou. 
in Argan NR bimfelf in his ann Oh! Oh 
1 can bear this no longer. It is enough to ſend 1 me r 
to wy grave. | | 
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H! come here, dear wife. 

Belina. My dear ſponſe, what 15 the matter? 
Argan. Pray come here to my aſſiſtance. 
Belina. What is itthen that i is the matter, my dear: 
Argan. My love. | 
Belina. My foul. 
Argan. They have been making me angry. 
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Belina. Alas! my poor little love! and with what 


then, my ſoul? 
Argan. Your flut Toinet is grown more imperti- 
nent than ever. | | | 
Belina. Do not be angry Shs, 
Argan. My dear, ſhe has made me mad. 
Belina. Softly, my child. 
Argan. She has been thwarting me this hour about 


; c 


| things that I am determined to do, 


| Belina, There, there, ſoftly. 
Argan. And has had the ann to tell me that 
I am not ſick. 
Belina. She is an impudent gipfy 
Argan. You know, my love, how the matter is. 
Belina. Yes, my love, ſhe is in the wrong. 
Argan. My life, that ſlut will kill me. 
Belina. Oh ſo, oh ſo. 
Argan. She is the occaſion of all cho: hides l breed. 
Belina. Do not be ſo uneaſy. 
Argan. And I have defired you, I know not how 


-many times, to turn her away from me. 


Belina. Alas, child, there are no ſervants, men or 
women, who have not their faults. We are ſometimes 


obliged to bear with their bad qualities for the ſake of 
their good ones. This wench is dexterovs, careful, 


diligent, and above all, honeſt; and you know that at 


preſent there is a neceſſity of great precaution with re- 
ſpect to thoſe we take. Heark ye, Toinet. 
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SCENT VI. 


ARGAN, BELINS, TOINE x. 


TOINET. 


A DAN. 
Belina. "Ry do you . my huſband in this 


pathon ? 


Toinet in a ſoft tone. I, 8 alas! I do not 
know what you mean, it is my whole ſtudy to pleaſe 
my matter in every thing. 

Argan. Ah! Traitreſs! 

Toinet. He told us that he intended to give his 
daughter .in marriage to the ſon of Mr. Diafoirus; 1 
anſwered him:that I thought the match was very TOW? 
rageous for her; but believed he would do better to 
put her into a convent. 


Belina. There is no great harm i in that, and I think 
the is in the right. 
| Argan. Ah! my love, doſt FIR believe her? ſhe 
is a wicked jade. She ſaid a hundred impertinent 
things to me. | | Ig 
Belina. Well, I believe you, my love; come, reco- 
ver yourſelf. Heark ye, Toinet, if you ever vex my 
dear again, I will turn you out of-doors. So, give me 
his furr-cloke, and the pillows, that I may ſet him es- 
ſy in his chair. You.are I do not know how. Pull 
your night cap over your ears; there is nothing gives 
people ſo much cold, as letting the air in at the ears. 


Argan. Ah! my life, I am greatly obliged to you. 


for all the care you take of me. 

Boelina adjuſting the pillows which ſhe puts round 
him.] Raiſe yourſelf up that I may put this under you. 
Jet us put this to keep you up, and this on the othe: 


hig 


me.:” 
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Gde. Let us place this behind your back, and this 0- 


ther to ſupport your head. 


Toinet clapping a pillow. hard to his head.] And 
this to keep you from the damp. 

Argan riſing up in a paſſion, and throwing all the 
pillows after Toiner as ſhe runs away. ] Ah! trumpet, 


thou intendeſt to ſtiſle me. 


SCENE VII. 
4 R G AN, B E LIN 4. 
B E L INA. 


H ſo, oh ſo. What is the matter now? _ 
Argan throwing bimfelt in bis chair, oy Obe“! 


ah! oh! I can bear it no longer. 


Belina. Why do you fiy in fuch paſſions? ber in- 
tention was good. 

Argan. Ah, my love, you do not "ROY the malice 
of that baggage. Oh! ſhe has put me beſide myſelf; 


and there will be need of more than eight doſes of Phy- 


we and twelve clyfters to ſet all this to rights again, 

Belina. So ſo, my little dearec, quiet yourſelf a-Jit- 
tle, 

Argan. My love, you are all my comfort. 

Belina Poor little child. 

Argan. That I may endeavour to requite the love 
you have for me, as I told you, my dear, I will make 


85 will. 


Belina. Ah! my love, do not talk of that, pray now, I 
cannot bear the thought of it; the very word of will 


makes me tremble with grief. 


Argan. I defired you to ſpeak of it to your notary. 
Belina. He is within there, I brought him with: 


© 3 
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Argan. Let him come here then, my dear. 
Belina. Alas! my ſoul, when one loves a huſband 


well, one cannot compoſe themſelves to think of theſe 
things. | 4 


S G EN K. 
MR. BONNE FE OY, BE LIN A, ARG AN. 


n 5110 
OME here, Mr., Bonnefoy, come here. Take 
| a chair pray. My wife has told me, Sir, that 
you are a very honeſt. man, and a ſincere friend of 


hers; and I have deſired her to ſpeak to you about a 
wall, 


Belina. Alas, I am not capable of rd . 


thoſe things. 

Mr. Bonnefoy. She has unfolded your intentions to 
me, Sir, and what you deſign for her; and I have to 
tell you upon that ſubject, that you cannot give your 
wife any thing by will. 

Argan. Why ſo? 


Mr. . Bonnefoy. It is contrary | to . If you 


was in a country of ſtatute- law, it might be done; but 
at Paris, and in countries for the moſt part governed 
by cuſtom, it is what cannot be; and the difpoſition 
would be of no effect. - All the advantage that a man 
and woman joined by. wedlock can give each to the o- 
ther is by mutual gift during life; morcover, there 
muſt be no children, either of the two conjuncts, or 
of one of them, at the deceaſe of the firſt that dies. 


Argan. Then it is a very fooliſh cuſtom that a huſ · 


band cannot leave any thing to a wile, by whom he is 
tenderly beloved, and who takes ſo much care of him. 

1 ſhould deſire to conſult 1 counſellor to fee what 1 
could do. 


— 
— 
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Mr. Bonnefoy. You muſt not apply to counſel, for 

they are generally ſevere in theſe points, and ſuppoſe it 

a great crime to diſpoſe of any thing contrary to law. 
They are difficult people, and are ignorant of the by- 
ways of conſcienee. There are other perſons to con- 
ſult who are much more proper to accommodate you; 
who have expedients of paſing gently over the law, and 
of making that juſt which is not allowed; who know 
how to ſmooth the difficulties of an affair, and to ſind 
means of cluding cuſtom by ſome indirect advantage. 
Without that, where ſhould we always be? There mult 
be a facility in things, otherwiſe we ſhould do nothing, 
and I would not give a far thing for our buſineſs, 

Argan. My wiſe told me, Sir, that you was a very 

ſkilful and very honeſt man. How then can I do, 
pray, to give her my eſtate, and to deprive my chi. 
dren of it? | © 4 
Mr. Bonneſoy. How can you do? Why you muſt 
ſecretly. chooſe an intimate friend of your wiſe's 10 
whora you may bequeath in due form by your will, 
all that you can, and this friend ſhall afterwards give 

up all to her. You may farther fign ſeveral bonds, 
without ſuſpicion, payable to ſeveral creditors, who 
ſhall lend their names to your wiſe, and ſhall put in- 
to her hands a declaration, that what they had done in 
it was only to ſerve her. Lou may likewiſe in your life- 


time put into her hands ready money, or bills which 


you may have payable to the bearer. 

Belina. Alas! you muſt not ſuffer all theſe things 
to torment you. I will ſlay no longer in the world 
when you are gone. 

Argan. My dear life! | 

Belina. Yes, my _ If I am fo unfortunate as to 
lofe you 

Argan. My FR wiſe! 

& 4 
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Belina. Life will be no longer valuable to me. 
Argan. My life! 

Beling:: And to ſhew the reiiddibieſs I have for you, 
I will ſoon follow you. 

Argan. My love, be comforted, I beg vr you, you 
break my heart. 

Mr. Bonnefoy. Theſe tears are very NN 
and things are not come to that yet. 

Belina. Ah! Sir, you do not know what it is to 
havea huſband that one loves tenderly. : 

Argan. If I die, my ſoul, the greateſt concern I 
{all have is that J never had a child by thee. Mr, 
Purgon told me that he would make me able to get one. 

Mr. Bonneioy. That may happen ſtill. 

Argan. I muſt then make my will, my dear, after 
the manner the gentleman ſays; but by way of pre- 
caution L will put into your hands twenty. thouſand 
Iivres in gold, which I have concealed j in the ceiling of 
my alcove, and two notes payable to the bearer, which 
are due to me, one from en and the ol from 
Mr. Damon. | 

Belina. No, no, I will have none of it. 11 
how much do you fay that there is concealed in your 
alcove? Foy. + | 

Argan. Twenty onde livres, my dear. 

Belina, I beg of you, do not ſpeak to me of riches, 
Ah! how much are the two notes for? 

Argan. My love, they are, one for four le 
livres, and the other for ſix. 

Belina. My dear, all the wealth in the oil is 
nothing to me in compariſon of thee. 

Mr. Bonnetoy to Argan. ] Would 2 bare us ou 
ceed to make the will? 

Argan. Yes, Sir, but we ſhall be . in my lite 
tle cloſet. My dear, lead me. | 
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| Belina. Come, my deareſt honey. 
SCENE X. 
4 N & R 1 1 C 1, TOINE T. 


TOIN E T. 


HEY are buſy. with a ſcrivener there, and J heard 


them ſpeak of a will. Your mother-in-law does 


not ſleep, and it is certainly ſome contrivance againſt 


your intereſt that ſhe is putting your father upon. 
Angelica. Let him. diſpoſe of his eſtate as he thinks 


proper, provided. he does not diſpoſe of my heart. 
Thou ſeeſt the violent deſigns they have againſt it. 


Do not forſake me, I beſeech thee, e in the ex- 


wan! Jam in. 
Joinet. I forſake you! I will ſooner die. Your 


mother} in-law in vain makes me her confidante, and 
endeavours to bring me into her intereſt; I never had 


any inclination for her, and have been always of your 
ſide. Let me alone, I will make uſe of every thing 
to ſerve you; but to ſerve you more. effectually I will 


change my battery, conceal the zeal I have for you, 
and pretend to enter into the ſentiments | of your fa- 


ther and mother-in-law, 


Angelica. Strive, I intreat ches, to give Cleanthes 


notice of the marriage they have determined on. 
Toinet. I have no perſon to employ in that office 


but the old uſurer Polichinello, my. lover, and I muſt. 
give him ſome kind words to have him do it, which I. 
will willingly diſburſe for you. It is too late to-day, 
but very early to- morrov/ I will ſend to ſeek for him, 


and he will be delighted to 


Belina in the houſe. J Toinet. 
E. 5. 


— — 1 ee 
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Toinet ro Angelica.] Good night. I am called, 
You may depend upon my ſervice, 
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ToiNnE T, not knowing CL EANTHES. 
RAY, Sir, what do you want? - 
Cleanthes. What do I want? 


Toinet. Ah, hah, is it you! amazing! what are 


you come here to do? 


Cleanthes. To know my ſate; to conſult the ſen- 
timents of the amiable Angelica's heart; and demand 
of her, what her reſolutions are in regard to the fatal 
marriage they have informed me of. 

Toinet. Yes, but Angelica 1s not to be fpoke with 
thus point blank; there muſt be intrigue to manage 
that point, and you have been informed under how 
ſtrict a guard fhe is kept. That they do not ſuffer her 
to ſtir abroad, or ſpeak to any body, and that it was the 
curioſity of an old aunt only, which favoured us with 
the liberty of going to that play, which gave birth to 
your paſſion; and we are very much upon our guard 
leſt we mention that adventure. 

Cleanthes. Accordingly I am not come here as Cle- 
anthes, and under the appearance of her lover, but as 
2 friend of her mukic- maſter, who allows me to ſay 
that he ſent me in his place. | | 

Toinet. Here is her father. Retire a little, and I 
Mall! inform him you are there. "ff 


led. 
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ie '$'CE:N E- IL 


ARG AN, TOM E Te 


Ane thinking himſelf alone, and not perceiving 


Toinet. 
R. Purgon adviſed me to walk in my chamber 
twelve times back and forwards in a morning; 
but I forgot to aſk him, whether it ſhould be longways, 
or broadways. 
Toinet.. Sir, there is one- 
Argan. Speak low, child, thou haſt ſplit my 3 


and thou never conſidereſt that ſick people ſhould not 


be ſpoke to ſo loud. 

Toinet. I would tell you, Sir—— 

Argan. Speak low, I tell you. 

Toinet. Sir [She appears as if ſhe ſake. 
Argan. Hey? 

Toinet. I tell you that [She ſtill aper, as if ſhe 
ſpoke again. 

Argan. What do you tell me? 

Toinet aloud. ] I tell you here is 2 man wants to- 
ſpeak with you. 

Argan aloud.] Let him come here. 

[Toinet beckons to Cleanthgs to approach. 


ve 
ES 


SCENE II. 

A RG 4 N, CLEANTEHESS, TOPNE r. 
CC LEANTHES. 

AR 


JIJoinet to e J Do not talk ſo loud, for 
fear of ſplitting my maſter's brains. 


4 
| 
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Cleanthes. Sir, I am extreamly glad to find you up, 
and to ſee that you are better. 

Toinet pretending to be in a paſſion.Þ How better? 
it 1s not ſo, my maſter'is continually very ill. 

Cleanthes. I had heard the gentleman was {omg 
and I ſee he looks well. 

Toinet. What do ye mean with your looks well? 
He looks very ill, and they are fooliſh people who told 
you he was better. He never was ſo ill in his life. 

Argan. She is quite right. | ; 

Toinet. He walks, ſleeps, eats, and drinks like o- 
ther folks; but that does not prevent him from being 
fick. 

Argan. Very true. 

Cleanthes. Sir, I am really ſorry for it. I come 
from the young lady your daughter's muſic-maſter, 
He was obliged to go into the country for a few days; 
and, as I am one of his moſt intimate friends, he ſent 
me in his place, to go on with her leſſons, for fear, 


that if they were diſcontinued, ſhe might- forget what 
the has already learnt. - 


Argan. Very well. ſto Toinet. Call Angelica here. 

'Feinet. It wovld be better, Sir, to ſhew the gentle 
man to her chamber. 

Argan. No. Tell her to come here. 

Toinet. He cannot teach her ber leſſon properly if 
they are not by themſelves. 

Argan. Yes, yes, he can. 


Toinet. Sir, it will only ſtun you, nd you had need 
to have nothing to diſturb you, or ſplit your brains, in 


your ſituation. 


Argan. No, no, I love muficy and I ſhall be glad 
0— Hoh! here ſhe comes. [to'T oinet.} Do you 
oo fee if my wife is dreved, | 


1 
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SCENE NV. 
lui R C AN, AN GE LI C Z, CLEANTHES: 


i AR GA N. | 
1? IC tenen. daughter; your muſic-maſter is gone in- 
Id MA to the country, and here is a perſon he has ſent 
to teach you in the mean time. 
Angelica knowing Cleanthes.] Oh, hedveris! 
. Argan. What is the ert Why are vou ſur- 
g priſed? 
= Angelica. It Is 
Argan. What diſturbs you in this manner? 
> Angelica. It is a ſtrange accident, Sir, that I meet 
with here. | 
Argan. How? 


greateſt diſtreſs imaginable, and that a perſon exactly 
like this gentleman, offered himſelf to me, of whom I 
begged aſſiſtance, and he preſently freed me from the 
trouble I was in; and my ſurpriſe was very great to 


had in idea all night. 
Cleanthes. It is no ſmall pleaſure to have a place 
in your thoughts whether fleeping or waking; and my 
good fortune would undoubtedly be very great, were 
you in any trouble from which you ſhould think me 


to— 
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Angelica. Laſt night I dreamt that I was in w__ | 


| fee unexpedtedly,. upon my coming in here, what T 


worthy to deliver you; and I would do every thing 


2 
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5 CENE. V. 


A R GAN, ANGELIC Ag CLEANTHEs; 


| | Tol x E x to Argan. 

ND EE, Sir, I am on your fide now, and and 
all that I ſaid yeſterday. Here are Mr. Diafoirus 
the father, and Mr. Diafoirus the ſon, come to pay you 

a viſit, How rarely will you be ſuited with a ſon-in- 

law! You will ſee one of the beſt made young fellows 

in the world, and the wittieſt too. He fpoke but two 
words, and I was. charmed at them, and your daughter 
will be delighted with him. 

Argan to Cleanthes, who appears as if he were go- 
ing.] Do not go, Sir; Iam upon marrying my daugh- 
ter, and the perſon they have brought hither is her in- 
tended huſband, whom ſhe has not ſeen yet. 

Cleanthes. It is doing me a great deal of honour, 
Sir, to allow me to be witneſs of ſo agreeable an in- 
terview. 

Argan. He is ſon to an emineut 1 the 
nuptials will be celebrated in four n. 155 

Cleanthes. Very well. 

Argan. Pleaſe to inform her muſie · maſter of it, 

that he may be at the wedding. 

Cleanthes. I ſhall be very ſure to do "4 

Argan. I likewiſe invite you. 

Cleanthes. You. do me a great deal of honour. 


Argan. Come, place yourſelves i in order, here they 


come. 


lie 
er 


SCENE VI. 


WR. DIAFOIRUS, THOMAS DIAFOER- 
US AR G AN, ANGELICA, CLE A N- 
men TOLINE , LACQUIES. 


ARGAN putting his hand to his cap without taking 


it off. 


AM ordered by Mr. Purgon, Sir, not to take off 


my cap. Lou are of the faculty: you know the 
conſequences. 

Mr. Diafoirus. We are in all our viſits to give 1 re- 
lief to our patients, and not to . any inconveni - 
ence upon them. 

Argan and Mr. Diafoirus ſpeak at the ſame time. 

Argan. I receive, Sir, 

Mr. Diafoirus. We come here, Sir, 

Argan. With a great deal of pleaſure, 

Mr. Diafoirus. My ſon Thomas, and I, 

Argan. The honour you do me, 

Mr. Diafoirus. To declare to you, Sir, 

Argan. And I could have wiſhed, 

Mr. Diafoirus. The pleaſure we receive, 

Argan. To have been able to have gone to you, 

Mr. Diafoirus. From the favour you do us, 
Argan. To aſſure you, 
Mr. Diafoirus. To admit us ſo kindly 

Argan. But you know, Sir, 

Mr. Diafoirus. 'To the honour, Sir, 

Argan. What it is to be a poor fick creature, 

Mr. Diafoirus. Of your alliance, | 

Argan. Who can do no more, 42 Þ 

Mr. Diafoirus. And to aſſure you, 

Argan. 'Than to tell you here, 
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Mr. Diafoirus. That in affairs * on out 
faculty, 

Argan. That he will ſeck all opportunities, | 

Mr. Diafoirus. As allo in all others, | 

Argan. To make you ſenſible, Sir, 
Mr. Diafoirus. We ſhall ever be ready, Sir, 
Argan. That he is quite at your ſervice. | 
Mr. Diafoirus. To teſtify our zeal for you. to 
his fon. ] Come, Thomas, advance, make your com. 
pliments. 
Thomas Diafoirus to Mr. Diafoirus.]| Should: not! 
begin with the father? 
Mr. Diafoirus. Certainly. 

Thomas Diafoirus to- Argan.] Sir, I come to Galuie! 
recogniſe, cheriſh, and revere in you a ſecond father; 
but a ſecond father debe I will be ſo bold, I am 
more indebted than to my firſt, The firſt begat me; 
but you have adopted me. He received me through 
neceſſity; and you have accepted me through favour, 


What 1 have from him, is the operation of his body, 


what I have from you, is the operation of your will; 


and by how much the mental faculties are ſuperior to 


the corporeal, by ſo much am I more indebted to you, 
and by ſo much do I hold, as more valuable, this fu- 


ture filiation, for which I this day come to pay you, 


beforehand, the moſt humble and moſt * ho- 
mage. 

Toinet. Proſperity to the colleges, which turn us 
out ſuch ingenious people! 

Thomas Diafoirus to Mr. Diafoirus. Was that 
well done, father? 

Mr. Diafoirus. Optime. 


Argan to Angelica.] Come, pay your compliments 
to the gentleman. 
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Thomas Diafoirus to Mr. Diafoirus.] Shall I kiſs 
her ? 

Mr. Diafoirus. Certainly. 

Thomas Diafoirus to Angelica. ] Madam, it is with 
juſtice that heaven be granted you the name of mother- 
in law, ſince one 

Argan to Thomas Diafoirus.] You are not ſpeak- 
"to. ing to my wife, it is my daughter. 

Thomas Diafoirus. Where 1s your wife then? 

Argan. She is a coming. 

Thomas Diatoirus. Shall I wait till ſhe comes, fa- 
ther? : 

Mr. Diafoirus. Always pay your compliments to 
the young lady. | 

Thomas Diafoirus. Madam, juſt in the fame man- 
ner as the ſtatue of Memnon gave an harmonious 
ſound, when it was illuminated with the rays of the 
fon; fo, in like manner, do I feel myſelf animated 
with a ſweet tranſport at the appearance of the fun of 
your beauty: and as the naturalifts remark that the 
flower named the Heliotrope turns, without ceafing, 
towards that glorious orb; ſo ſhall my heart, hence- 

forth for ever, turn towards the reſplendent ſtars of 
your adorable eyes, as to its proper pole. Allow me 
then, madam, now to pay, at the altar of your charms; 
| the offering of that heart, which breathes not after, 

nor is ambitious of any other glory than that of being 
till death, madam, your moſt humble, moſt obedient, 
and moſt faithful ſervant, and huſband. 

Toinet. See what it is to ttady; it err ne to 
fay fine things. 

Argan to Cleanthes.] Heh! What ſay you to that? ? 

Cleanthes. That the gentleman does wonders, and 
that if he is as good a phyſician as he is an orator, it 
would be a great pleaſure to be one of his patients, 


Our 
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Toinet. Certainly. It will be a wonderful thing, 
he performs as fine eures, as he makes fine ſpeeches. 

Argan. Here, my chair quickly, and chairs for e. 
very body. Sit yon there, daughter. [to-Mr. Diafoi 
rus.JI think you are very happy in having ſuch a fon 
you ſee all the world admires him. fell 

Mr. Diafoirus. Sir, it is not becauſe I am. his father, me 
7 I can ſay I have reaſon to be ſatisfied with him con 
and that all who ſee him, ſpeak of him as a youth who the 
has no harm in him. He never had a very lively iragi- cir 
nation, nor that ſparkling wit which one obſerves in I ſta 
ſome others; but it was that, I always looked upon, | 
as a happy preſage of his judgment, a quality requiſite po 
for the exerciſe of our art. When he was a little one, MW ha 
he was never what one may call roguiſh, or waggih, W! 
One might always ſee him mild, quiet, and taciturn, I m 


never ſaying a word, and never playing at any of thoſe I G. 


little games, that we call children's play. They bad 


all the difficulty imaginable to teach him to read, and n 


he was nine years old before he knew his letters, 
Good, ſays 1 within myſelf; trees flow of growth, are I it 


thofe which bear the beſt fruit. One writes upon the t. 
marble with much more difficulty than one does upon 


the ſand; but things are much longer preſerved there, : 
and that flowneſs of apprehenſion, that heavineſs of i- 
magination, is a mark of a future good judgment. 


When I ſent him to college he was hard put to it; but 


he bore up obſtinately againſt all difficulties, : and his 
tutors always praiſed him to me for his aſſiduity and iſ 
his pains. In ſhort, by mere dint of hammering, he 
gloriouſly attained to be a licentiate;, and I cap ſay 


without vanity, that from the time he took his batchelor 


of phyſic's degree, there is no candidate that has made 


mare noiſe than he in all the diſputes of the ſchools. 


He has rendered himſelf formidable there, and not an 
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act paſſes but he argues to the laſt extremity on the 
fide of the contrary propoſition. He is firm in a diſ- 
pute, ſtrenuous as a Turk in his principles; 2nd pur- 
ſues an argument to the fartheſt receſſes of logic. But 
what pleaſes me more than all the reſt, in which he 
follows my example, is that he is blindly attached to 
hey the opinions of the ancients, and that he would never 
im, W comprehend nor hear the reaſons and experiments of 
vho the pretended diſcoveries of our age, concerning the 


e. 
Ubi. 
ſon, 


gt circulation of the blood , and other * of the ſame 
in ſtamp. * 

on, Thomas Diafoirus taking a large Thefis out of his 
ſte nocket rolled up, which he preſents to Angelica. L 
ne, have ſupported a Theſis againſt the Circulators, which, 
n. J with the gentleman's permiſſion, [bowing to Argan.] I: 


n, make free to preſent to the young lady, as a homage E 
le ¶ owe her of the firſt-fruits of my genius. 


d Angelica. Sir, it is an uſeleſs piece of goods for 
dme, I do not underſtand thoſe fort of things. 
. Toinet taking the Theſis.] Give it me, give it me, 


eit is always worth taking for the — it will ſerve 


to adorn our garret. 


n | Thomas Diafoirus. And with the gentleman” s leave 
5 ade I invite you to come and fee one of theſe days, 
for your diverſion, the diſſection of a woman, upon 


which I am to read lectures. 


Toinet. The diverſion will be agreeable. There are 


1 gentlemen give their miſtreſſes a play, but to give 
a diſſection is ſomething rare. 

Mr. Diafoirus. As to the reſt, for what concerns the 
requiſite qualities for marriage and propagation, I do 
aſſure you, that according to the rules of us doctors, 
he is juſt ſuch as one could wiſh. That he poſſeiſes 


in a laudable degree the proliſic virtue, and that he is 
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of a temperament proper to —_— and procreate heal ace 
thy childten. Jad 

Argan. Is it not your intention, Sir, to pulh his in. 
tereſt at court, and procure for him a * S Place 
there ? 

Mr. Diafoirus. To fpeak freely to you, our profel. 
fion amongft your great peoplemever ſeemed agreeable 
to me, and | always found it would be much better 
for us to continue amongſt the commonalty. The pub. 
lic buſineſs is commodious. You are accountable ty 
no body for your actions, and provided one does but h. 
follow the beaten track of the rules of art, one given 
one's ſelf no manner of trouble about what may be the Ml + 
event. But what is troubleſome among your great t 
people is, that when they happen to be fick, they ab k 
ſolutely expect their phyſicians fhould cure them. t 

Toinet. That is a good joke indeed, and they are: 
very fooliſh to expect that you gentlemen ſhould cure 
them: you do not attend them for that purpoſe. you 
only go to take your fees, and preſcribe remedies, it 1s | 
their buſineſs to cure themſelves if they can. 

Mr. Diafoirus. Very true. We are _ obliged to 
treat people according to form. 

Argan to Cleanthes.] Fray, Sir, allow my daughte 
to ſing before the company. _ 

Cleanthes. I waited for your * Sir, and intend 
to amuſe the company, by finging along with miſs, a 
ſcene of a little opera lately compoſed. ['To Angelica, 


giving her a paper. There is FRE _ 


Angelica. 12 
Cleanthes low to Angelica J Pray do not refuſe; but 
allow me to let you into the deſign of the fcene we are 
going to ling. [aloud.} I have no voice for ſing- 
ing; but it is. ſufficient in this caſe if I make myſeli 
underſtood, you will be ſo good as to excuſe me, on 
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account of the neceſſity Jam under to make the young 


lady ſing. 
Argan. Are they pretty verſes? 


Cleanthes. It is properly an extempore opera, and 


what you are to hear ſung, 1s no more than numbered 
proſe,” or a kind of irregular verſe, ſuch as paſſion and 


| neceſſity might ſuggeſt to two perſons, who ſay things 


out of their own head, and ſpeak off-hand. 
Argan, Very well. Let us hear it. 
Cleanthes. 'The ſubject of the ſcene 1s this. A thay 


herd was attentive to the beauties of a public entertain- 


ment, which was juſt begun, when his attention was 
mterrupted by a noiſe on one ſide of him. He turns 
to look, and perceives a brutiſh clown abuſing a ſhep+ 
herdeſs very impertinencly. Immediately he eſpouſed 
the intereſt of a ſex to which all men owe homage; 
and having chaſtiſcd the churl for his inſolence, he 
comes to the ſhepherdeſs, and obſerves a young crea- 
ture, who was ſhedding tears from two of the fineſt 
eyes he had ever ſeen. Alas! fays he within himſelf, 
could any perſon be capable of inſulting one ſo ami- 
able? And what inhuman, what barbarous creature 
would not be affected with ſuch tears? He was 1olli- 
citous to ſtop thoſe tears, which he thought ſo beau- 
tiful; and the lovely ſhepherdeſs took care at the fame 
time, to thank him for the flight ſervice he had done; 
but in a manner fo charming, fo tender, ſo paſſionate, 
that the ſhepherd could not refiſt it, but every word, 
every look was a flaming ſhaft, which he found pierced 


him to the heart. Js there any thing, faid he, can 


poſibly deſerve the lovely expreſſions of ſuch an ac- 


| knowledgment? And what would one not do, what 


ſervice, what dangers would not one go through with 


pleaſure, to attract but one moment the moving ten- 


derneſs of fo grateful a mind? The whole diverſion 
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paſſes without his paying the ſmalleſt attention to it; 
but he complains it is too ſhort, becauſe the concluß. 
on of it feparates him from his lovely ſhepherdeſs, and 
from this firſt view, from this firſt moment he carried 
along with him all the violence of a paſſion of man 
years ſtanding. He immediately ſuffered all the mi. 
ſeries of abſence, and was tormented that he could 
no longer ſee what he ſaw for ſo ſhort a time. He 
does 8 1 3 to regain that ſight, the wn. 


but the great conſtraint antes which the fhepherdels l i 
kept, deprives him of all opportunity. The violence 
of his paſſion makes him determine to aſk the adorable 
beauty in marriage, as he can live no longer without 
her, and he obtained her permiſſion for this by a let- 
ter which he had the dexterity to have conveyed to her 
hands. But at the ſame time he underſtands that the 
father of this fair one has concluded a marriage with 
another perſon, and that all things are diſpoſing for 
the celebration of the ceremony. Judge what a cruel 
ſtrake to the heart of the melancholy ſhepherd. See 
him overwhelmed with mortal ſorrow. He cannot 
ſupport the terrible idea of ſeeing all that he loves in 
the arms of another perſon, and his paſſion being deſ- 


-perate makes him introduce himſelf into the houſe oi 


his ſhepherdeſs to learn her ſentiments, and know from 
her what deſtiny he is to determine upon. He there 
meets with preparations for every thing he fears; he 
there ſees the unworthy rival, which the caprice of a 
father oppoſes to the tenderneſſes of. his love. He ſees 
this ridiculous rival, near the lovely ſhepherdeſs, trium- 
phing, as if the conqueſt were certain, and this ſight 
ſills him with indignation, which he has the utmoſt 
difficulty to conceal. He caſts a mournful look on 
the adorable fair one, and both his reſpect for her, and 


* 
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me preſence of her father, prevent his ſaying any thing 
luß. Ito her but by looks. But at laſt, he breaks through 
andi al reſtraint, and the tranſport of his paſſion makes 
riell nim expreſs himſelf in this manner. [He ſings.] 
any Fair Phillis, tis too much to bear, 
mi. Break cruel ſilence; and your thoughts declare. 
Tell me at once my deſtiny, 
Shall I live, or muſt I die? 
[Angelica ſinging.) 
With ſad, dejected looks, O Thyrſis, ſee 
Poor Phillis dreads th' ill-fated wedding day; 
Sighing, ſhe lifts her eyes to heav'n and thee, 
And needs ſhe more to fay ? | 85 
Argan. Hey, hey! I did not know my daughter 
was ſuch a miſtreſs of the ere as to ſing immedistely 
without heſitating. 
Cleanthes. Alas! my Phillis * 
Can the enamour'd Thyrſis be ſo bleſt, 
_ Your favour in the leaſt to ſhare, 
And find a place within that lovely breaſt? 
Angelica. In this extreme, if I confeſs my love, 
Not modeſty itſelf can diſapprove, 
Yes, Thyrſis s, thee I love. 
l. Cleanthes. O! ſound enchanting to the ear! 
ol Did I dream, or did I hear? 


Cleanthes. Ye monarchs of the earth, ye pow rs di- 
vine, 
Can you compare your happineſs to 2 


Repeat it, Phillis, and all doubt remove, 

e Angelica. Yes, Thyrfis, it is-thee I love. | 
0 Cleanthes. Once more, my Phillis. | 
a Angelica. Thee I love. f 
s [ Clcanthes. A thouſand times repeat, nor ever wea- | 
- ry prove. — | 
t Angelica. L love, I love, | 
5 Tes, Thyrſis, thee I love. 

L 

| 
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But, Phillis, there's a haughty thought 
Does my tranſporting joy abate, 
A rival | 
Angelica. I more than death the monſter hate, 
And if his preſence tortures you, 
It does no leſs to Phillis too. | 
Cleanthes, If with the match a fathei's pow'r, 
Wou'd fore you to comply. | 
Angelica. I'd-rather, rather die than _= confen 
Much -rather, rather die. 5 8 
Argan. And what ſaid the father to all this? 
Cleanthes. He ſaid nothing. | 
Argan. That ſame father was a fool of a father to 
hear all theſe fooliſh things without ſaying a word. 
Cleanthes continuing to ſing. ] Ah! my love— 
Argan. No, no, enough of it. This play is of ven 
bad example. The ſhepherd 'Thyrſis is a fooliſh pup -! 
Py, and the ſhepherdeſs Phillis, an impertinent bag. 
gage, to ſpeak in this manner before a father. [to An. 
gelica. ] Shew me the paper. Ha, ha. Where are th: 
words then that you ſpoke? nn is een written 
here but the muſic. 5 
Cleanthes. Why, do not you 3 Sir, that they 
have diſcovered an invention lately, of writing the 
words in the very notes themſelves ? | 
Argan. Very well. I am your ſervant, Sir; fare 
well! We could very well have ſpared your imperti. 
nent opera. | 
Cleanthes. I expected to divert you. | 
Argan. Impudence never diverts. Hah !- her: 
comes my wife. | Eh. | 
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SCENE VI. * ah 


BELINA, ARG AN, ANGELICA, MR. DIAFOIRUS, 


© 
THOMAS DIAFOIRUS, TOINET. 
Ax Ax. 
ö 
Y dear, here is young Mr. Diafoirus. 
x By Thomas Diafoirus. Madam, heaven has juſt. 
) 


ly granted you the name of mother-in-law, ſince one 
perceives in your face : 
Belina. I am very glad I came here at this time, 
that I might have the honour of ſeeing you. 
Thomas Diafoirus. Since one ſees in your face— 
Since one ſees in your face—Madam, you interrupted 
me in the middle of my period, and that has hurt my 


ver 
pup. memory. | 
bag: Mr. Diafoirus. "Thomas, you may reſerve that ſor 


An. another time. 
> the Argan. Dearce, I wiſh 985 had been here Juſt 
now, 

Toinet. Oh, be 3 you have e loft much by not 
the being here at the © ſecond father,” at the “ ſtatue of 
the! © Memnon,” and the“ flower named the Heliotrope.“ 
| Argan. Daughter, come, join hands with the gen- 
are. tleman, and plight him your troth, as your huſband. | 
1 Angelica. Sir. 

Argan. Hey, Sir! What is the meaning of this? 
Angelica. For goodneſs ſake, do not hurry things 
jere too faſt, Give us time to know each other at leaſt, 
and to find the growth of that inclination in each for 
the other, which is ſo neceſſary to r a perfect u- 
nion. | 
Thomas Diafoirus. As bor 5 0 madam, I have no 
occaſion to ſtay any longer, mine is grown already. 
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Angelica. If you are ſo forward, Sir, it is not ſo with 
me, and I own to you that your merit has not as yet 
made impreſſion enough upon my mind. 

Argan. Hoh! well, well, when you are married 
together there will be time enough for that. 

ene Oh! Father, pray give me time. Mar. 

e is a Chain ſhould never be impoſed by force up 
on a heart, and if the gentleman is a man of honour, 
he will never accept of a perſon, who muſt be his b 
conſtraint. | l 

Thomas Diafoirus. ee eee 
and may be a man of honour, and yet accept you from 
the hands of your father. | 

Angelica. To offer violence is but a very bad ay 
to make you beloved by any One. TE 

Thomas Diafoirus. We read in the . ancients, ma- 
dam, that their cuſtom was to carry off the young wo- 
men they were going to marry, from their father's 
houſe by force, that it might not appear to be with 
their conſent that they flew into the arms of a man, 

Angelica. The ancients, Sir, are the ancients, and 
we are moderns. Such grimaces are unneceſſary in 
our.age, and when a marriage is agreeable to us, we 
know very well how eto go to it, without any body“ 
dragging us. Have patience, Sir; if you love me, 
every thing that is n to me ſhould; be fo to 
you allo. | 

Thomas Diafoirus. Yes, madam, as far as s the inte. 
reſts of my love excluſively. | 

Angelica. But a great ſign of love is, to dab to 
the will of her one loves. 

Thomas Diafairus. Diftinguo, madam. 4s what re- 
gards not the poſſeſſion of her, Conceds ; but in what 
regards that, Nego. | 

Toinet. Reaſoning is cno purpoſe. | ＋ he gentle. 


_— O_o ———— 
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man is come fire-new from college, and he will al- 
ways be too hard for you. Why ſhould you reſiſt 
ſo much, and refuſe the glory of being tacked to the 
rried# body of the faculty? 
Belina. r ſhe has ſome 3 inclination in 
Mar. her head. . 
up - 2 If 1 had, madam, it ſhould be ſuch as 
our, reaſon and honour might allow me. 
s bY Argan. Hey-day! I act a pleaſant part ak 
: Belina. If I were as yon, child, I would not by any 
am; means force her to marry, and I know what I. would 
ton WM. d i eb acer rep nh bs «md TS 
Angelica. I know, madam, what you mean, and 
way the kindneſs you have for me: but probably your 
counſels may not be lucky enough to be put in exc- 
ma F cution. 
. Belina. In times of old it was eſteemed a virtue ſor 
children to be obedient and ſubmiſlive to the will of 
their parents; but very wiſe and good children like 
you ſcorn to be ſo. 
Angelica. Madam, the dutyof a daughter has bounds, 
and neither reaſon nor law extend it to all forts of 
things : RA | 
Belina. That is as * as to ſay you have no aver- 
ſion to matrimony; but you would chuſe a huſband to 
your own fancy. 
Angelica. If my father will not give mea huſband 


e. to my liking, I ſhall, at leaſt, intreat him not to oblige 
me to marry one I cannot love. 

to Argan. Gentlemen, I beg your pardon for all this. 

Angelica. Every body to their own end in marry 

4 ing. For my part, I would not marry a huſband but 

at really to love him, and to be entirely attached to him 


for life; I own to you I uſe ſome precaution in the 
: affair. There are ſome perſons who take huſbands 
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only to ſet themſelves free from the reſtraint of their 
parents, and to put themſelves in a fituation of doing 
whatever they pleaſe. There are others, madam, who 
make marriage a commerce of pure intereſt; who on- 
ly marry to get a jointure, to enrich themſelves by 
thoſe they marry; and run without ſcruple from buf 
hand to huſband, to engrofs to themſelves their ſpoils, 
Thoſe people really do not ſtand much upon cere- 
monies, and have little regard to the perfon of the 
man. 

Belina. You are in a mighty vein of reaſoning to. 
day, and I would fain know what you mean by that. 

Angelica. I, madam, what ſhould I mean MK what 
I ſay? | 

Belina. My dear, you are fuch a ampleton, the 


there is no bearing you any longer. 


Angelica. Madam, you would be glad to gem 
to give you ſome impertinent anſwer; but I tell you 
before-hand, you ſhall not have that advantage. 

Belina. Nothing can equal your impudence. 

Angelica. No, madam, your talking is to no pur- 


poſe. 
Belina. You have a ridiculous pride, an imperti- 


nent preſumption * makes you be ridiculed by all 


the world. 
Angelica. All this will be of no fervice, madam: 


I ſhall be diſcreet in ſpite of you, and to take away 


ſrom you all hope of ſucceeding in what you defitca 
be * l retire. 
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SCENE VIII. 


*. DIAFOIR Us, TOIN ET. 
huſ. 
ils. 


£ | -ARGAN to Angelica, who goes out. 
re- | EARK E, there is no medium in the caſe. 


the Lou have your choice either to marry this gen- 

1 tleman in four days time, or to go to a convent. [To 

10. helina.] Do not give yourſelf any uncaſineſs, I will 

; bring her into good order. 

= Belina. I am ſorry to leave you, my deareſt, but I 
| have an affair in the city, which I muſt attend. I ſhall 


come hack again ſoon. 
Arkan. Go, love, and call upon your lawyer, chat 
you may bid him nach you RnOW What: - 

Belina. Adieu, my little dearee. 

Argan. Adieu, love. 


TCENT 1x * 


ARGAN, MR. DIAFOIRUS, THOMAS” 
DAF OIRUSs, TOINE T. 


AR GAN. 
T is not credible how much this woman loves me: 
Mr. Diafoirus. We ſhall bid you farewell, Sir. 
Argan. Pray, Sir, tell me how am. 
Mr. Diafoirus feeling his pulſe.] Here, Thomas, 
take the gentleman's other arm, to ſee whether you 
can form a good judgment of his pulſe. Quid dicis ? 


Thomas Diafoirus. Dico, that the gentleman's pulſes” 


is the pulſe of a perſon who is not well, 
Mx. Diafoirus. Very well, 
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Thomas Diafoirus. That it is harſh, not to ſay hard, 

Mr. Diafoirus. Good. 

Thomas Diafoirus. mores, 

Mr. Drafoirus. Bene. 

Thomas Diafoirus. And even a little friſking. 

Mr. Diafoirus. Optime. | 

Thomas Diafoirus. Which ſhews an intemperature 
in the e b that is to 1 8 the 
| foleen. 

Mr. Diafoirus. Very well. 

Argan. No, Dc. hers ar 8 it is my liver that i is 
out of order. 

Mr. Diafoirus. Why yes, he who 5 Parenchyma, 
means both one and the other, becauſe of the ſtrict 
ſympathy they have together, by means of the was 
| breve of the Pylorus, and ſometimes the Meatus Cho- 
Iidici. He undoubtedly orders | you t to cat roalt- meat. 

Argan. No, nothing but boiled. Lit 

Mr, Diafoirus. Yes, yes, roaſt, boiled, theſame thing, 
He orders you very properly, and _ cannot be in bet- 
ter hands. 

Argan. Pray, ne how ny corns " of ſalt ſhould 
one put in an egg. f 5 5 

Mr. Diafoirus. Six, FEY ten, bye even amber as 
in medicines, by odd numbers. ; 

Argan. Sir, your very humble ſervant. 


Se 
B E L IN 4, ARG AN. 
B E L INA. | 
Y dearee, I come, before I go abroad, Winden 


you of a thing, which you muſt take care of. 
As I paſſed by Angelica's chamber-door, L obſerved a 


THE HE'YPOCHONDRIAC: "47 
young fellow with her, who made his eſcape as ſoon 
as he perceived me. 

Argan. A young fellow with.my daughter? 

Belina. Yes. Your little daughter Louiſon was with 
them too, ſhe can probably * you ſome. account or 
them. 
ure Argan. Send ber hither, lovee; ſend her hither: 
the alone.] Oh! the impertinent baggage ! 1 am no long: 
F er ſurpriſed at her 3 


is 2 SCENE XI. 
4 1 EA N, E OUTS G N. 


LO UISO N. 
O you want me, papa, my mamma cole me, that” 
y F you want to ſpeak with me? | 1 

Argan. Yes, come hither. Come nearer. Turn 
dont Lock at me. Heh! | 

Louiſon, Whar, Fapa? 

Argan. So. 

Louiſon. What? 

Argan. Have you nothing to ſay to me? 

Louiſon. If you pleaſe, I ſhall tell you, to amuſe 
you, the ſtory of the aſs's ſkin, or the fable of the crow 
and the fox, which they taught me the other day. 

Argan. That is not what I want. 

Louifon.. What then? 

Argan. Ye cunning gipſey, you know very: well 
what I mean. 

Louiſon. Forgive me, papa. 

Argan. Do you obey me in this manner? 

Louiſon. How? | 

Argan. Did I not charge you to come direQly and 
inform- me of all. that you ſaw? 
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Louiſon. Yes, papa. 

Argan. Have you done ſo then? | 

Louiſon. Yes," papa, I am come to tell vou all that 
J have ſeen, 

Argan. And have you ſeen n nothing to- day? 

Louiſon. No, papa. 

Argan. No? des 
- Louifon. No, papa. 

Argan. Indeed?) 

Louiſon. Indeed no. 

Argan. Hoh, very well, I will thew you ſome- 
thing. 

Louiſon ſeeing Argan take a rod.) Ab! papa. 

Argan. Ha, hah, you little hypocrite, you do not 
tell me, you ſaw a man in your ſiſter's chamber. 

Louiſon crying. ] Papa. 

Argan taking ber. by the arm. Here is ſomething 
will teach-you to lie. | 

Louiſon falling down on ber ha Ab, papa, 
pray forgive me. It was becauſe my ſiſter had bid me 
not to tell it you; but I am going to tell 7 every 
thing. 

Argan. You muſt, firſt of all, have the a for 
having told a lie. After that we : thall conſider of the 
reſt, | 

Lauiſon.. Pray, papa, pardon Me. 

Argan. No, no. 

Louiſon. Do not whip me, my dear papa. 

Argan. You mutt be-whipped. 

Louiſon. For heaven's ſake, papa, do not whip me. 

Argan going to whip. her. ] Come, come 

Louiſon. Oh! pa papa, you have hurt me.” Hold, I 
am dead. : [She feigns' herſelf dead. 

Argan. Hola, what is the meaning of this? Loui- 
ſon, Louiſon. Oh! bleſs me! Louiſon. Ahl my 


that 


Co 
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poor child. Oh! wretched me! My poor child is 
dead. What: have I done, wretch! Oh! villanous 
rod! A curſe on all rods! Oh! my dear child; my 
poor little Louiſon. 

Louiſon. So, ſo, papa, do not cry ſo, 1 am not r quit 
dead. 

Argan. Do you ſee the cunning gipſey! Oh! come, 
come, I forgive you for this _— it. you will ccally 
tell me all. 

Louiſon. Yes, yes, papa. 

Argan. Take ſpecial care you do however) * here 
is my little a e all, and will tell me if you 
he. ; 

Louiſon. But, para, hos not tell my aſter, that I told 


| un 


Argan. No, no, 

Louiſon, after looking if any beds liſtened. Why, 
papa, there came a man into my ſiſter's chamber when 
I was there. 

Argan. Well? 

Louiſon. I aſked him what he wanted, ant! _ told 
me he was her muſic- maſter. | 

Argan aſide.] Um, um. There i is the buſineſs or 


Loouiſon.] Well? 


Louiſon. Afterwards my ster came. 

Argan. Well? 

Louiſon. She ſaid to Kimbo gone, be gone, * gone, 

for heaven's ſake! Be gone, you give me pain. 

Argan. Very well? 

Louiſon. And he would not go. 

Argan. What did he ſay to her? 

Louiſon. He ſaid a great many things. 

Argan. But what were they? 

Louiſon, He told her this, and that, and 4 othe — 
„„ 
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how he loved her dearly, and that ſhe was the prettieſ; 
creature he ever ſaw. 

Argan. And then? 

Louiſon. And then he ſell down on His: knees be 
fore her. 

Argan. And then? 

Louiſon. And then he kiſſed her hand: 

Argan. And then? _ 
Louiſon. And then my mamma came to the don 

and he run off, LE WELD, | 

Argan. Wes there wg we 
Louiſon, No, papa. 25 
Argan. My little finger however mutters nen 
beſides. [Putting his finger to his ear.] Stay, Eh? 
ha, hah! ay? hoh, hoh; here is my little finger tells 
me MINE you ſaw 1 * you have not told 
me. 

Louiſon. Ob! papa. Your little: 3 bs. 

Argan. Take care. 

Louiſon. No, papa, do not believe it, I aſfure you. 
it js a fibber. | 

Argan. Hoh, well, . we ſhall ſee that. Go 
vour way, and be ſure you obſerve every thing, go. 
Falone.] Well! I have no more children. Oh! what 
perplexity of. affairs! J have not time ſo much as to 
mind my illneſs. Really, I can hold out no longer. 

LS, e [Falls down in his chair. 


Or, 


ls 
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SCENE VI. 
B E R A L Do o,“ A R G A N. 


| BE RAL DO. 
ELL, brother, how do you do? What is the 


matter? | 
Argan. Ah, very ill, Neel 
Beraldo. How, very ill? 
Argan. Les. I am ſo very weak, it is incredible. 
Beraldo. That is a ſad thing indeed. 
Argan. I have not ſtrength. to ſpeak, brother. 
Beraldo. Brother, I came here to dane a match ſor 
my niece, Angelica. | 
Argan ſpeaking with great anger, and ſtarting out of 
his chair. ] Brother, do not ſpeak to me about tha 
wild baggage. She is an idle, impertinent, impudent 
huſſy, and I will put her into a convent, before ſhe 
hves two days longer. | 
Beraldo. Hoh, it is mighty well Jam very glad 
your ſtrength returns to you a little, and that my viſit 


K* 


has done you ſervice. Well, come, we will talk of 


buſineſs preſently. I have brought you an entertain- 
ment here, that will diſſipate your melancholy, and 
diſpoſe you: better for what we-are to talk about. They 
are gipſies, dreſſed in Mooriſh habits, who perſorm 


 fome dances, mixed with ſongs, that I am ſure you 


will be pleaſed with, and this will do you more good 


than one of Mr. Purgon's a Come a- 


long. 
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CAA A AE rt A 


ACT III. SCENE I. 
BERAL D 0, ARGAN, nnn. 


8 ER AL Do. » 

HAT do you think of this, brother? Is it not 
well worth a doſe of Caſſia? R 

Toinet. Ho, good Caſſia is an excellent —_ 

Beraldo. Well, ſhall we talk tdgether a little? 

Argan. A little Fre GE E ſhall return 
preſently. 2 

Toinet. Hold, Sir; you forges dat you canner walk 
without your cane. 

On Very true. - 


3 F N E u. 
BEYRAL 5 o, TOINE 1. 


7p T 0 INE T. 
RAT, Sir, be ſtedfaſt in the intereſt of your 
Niece. 

Beraldo. I will try every way IN for her r 
ſhe defires. a 

Toinet. We certainly muſt brevent mis e extiavagant 
match, which he has got in his head, and I have 
thought with myſelf it would be n good job, if we 
could introduce here a phyſician into our poſt, to Yif-- 
guſt him with his Mr. Purgon, and cry down his con- 


duct. But as we have no body at hand to do it, I have 


determined to play a trick of my own head. 
Beraldo. How ? * 74 


10t 
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| Toinet. It is a whimſical fancy. It may probably 
be more fortunate than prudent. Let me alone with 
it; do you act n own 1 ber he comes. 


SCE N E III. 
A R mm N, B EAM 4A L D o. 


B E RAL DUO. ; 
ET me beg, brother, above all hinge, that 
you will not put. yourſelf into any heat during 

our converſation. 

Argan. Done. 

Beraldo. 'That you would anſwer without any eagers 
neſs to the things I may mention to you. 

Argan. Yes. 

Beraldo. And that we may reaſon together upon tis 
buſineſs we have to talk overs with a mind free from all 
paſſion. 

Argan. Alas, yes. What a deal of edi 155 

Beraldo. Whence comes it, brother, that having ſuch 
an eſtate as you have, and having no children but one 
daughter; for I do not reckon your little one: What is 
the reaſon, I ſay, that you talk of nen ber into a 
convent ? 6 

Argan. Whence comes it, brother, that T am maſter 
of my family, but to do what I think proper? ff 

| Beraldso. Tour wife does not fail adviſing you to ger 85 
nid of your daughters in this manner; and I do not 
doubt, but that, through a ſpirit of charity, ſhe would 
de rejoiced to ſee them both good nuns. = 

Argan. O, ye are thereabouts. My poor viſe is a 
once broa ght into play. All the world will have it 
that it is her who does all the miſchief. 0-464, - 

- Beraldo, No, brothyy,: let that alone; the; js A Xo 
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man who has the beſt intentions in the world for you 
family, and who is free from all ſort of intereſt; why 
has a ſurpriſing affection for you, and ſhews a tender. 
neſs and kindneſs for your children which is incon 
ceivable, that is true. We will not talk of that, but 
return to your daughter. Brother, why would you give 
her in marriage to the ſon of a phyſician? - 

Argan. Brother, with an intention to give myſel 
ſuch a ſon-in-law as 1 want. £48 

Beraldo. That is no concern, brother, of - your 
daughter's, and there is a more ſuitable match offered 
to her. | 

Argan. in but is Deothorg is. more ſuitable to 
me. | 

Beraldo. But, brother, anight the buſband the takes, 
to be for you, or herſelf? 

Argan. Brother, it ought to be both for herſelf, and 


for me, and I will bring.into my. family people that I 


have occaſion for. 

Beraldo. By the fame TY if your little Sic was 
old enough, you would n her to an apothecar Fe. 

Argan. Certainly. 

Beraldo. Is it poſſible vou mould alas he ſo- infs 
tuated with your apothecaries and doctors, and deter- 
mine to be ſick in ſpite of mankind and nature? 

Argan. What do you mean, brother? 

Beraldo, I mean, brother, that I do not ſee any man 
who has better health than yourſelf, and I would not 
deſire a better conſtitution than yours. It is a great 
mark that you are well, and have a habit ef body per- 
fectly well eſtabliſhed, that with all the pain you have 
taken, you have not been able yet to ſpoil the goodneſs 
of your conſtitution; and that you are not res 
by all the medicines you have taken. 

Argan. You do not know, — enay it i that which 


pre 


tab 


. 1 an # ay 


you 
whe 
nder. 
icon 
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preferves me, and that Mr. Purgon ſays, I ſhould go 


off, if he was only three days without taking care of 


me. ua e 
Beraldo. If you do not take care of yourſelf, he will 


take ſo much care of you, that he _ r ſend 
you to your grave. | 

Argan. But let us reaſon a little, brother. You 
have no faith then in phyſic? 

Beraldo. No, brother, and FE do not find it is s neceſ. 
fary to ſalvation, to have faith in it. 

Argan. What, do not you believe a thing to be true 
which has been eſtabliſhed through all the world, and 
which all ages have revered ? 

Beraldo. Far from thinking ſo, I look on it, be- 
tween us, as one of the greateſt follies which prevails 
amongſt men; and to conſider things phifoſophically, 
do not know a more pleaſant piece of mummery; I 
do not ſee any thing more ridiculous, than for one man 
to undertake to cure another. 

Argan. Why, brother, will ou not allow that one 
man may cure another? | 

Beraldo. For this reaſon, brother, becauſe the ſprings 
of our machines are hitherto myſteries that men ſcarce 
can ſee into; and becauſe nature has thrown before 
our eyes too thick a "ou to know _ thing of the 
matter. | 

Argan. Then 1 in yn opinion phyſicians know no- 
things 

Beraldo. True, brother. They underſtand for the 


moſt part-polite literature; can talk good Latin, know 


how to call all diſtempers in Greek, to define, and to 
diſtinguiſh them; but for what belongs to the — 


of them, that is what they do not know. 


Argan. But nevertheleſs you muſt agree, that in this 
matter phyſicians know more than other people do. 
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Beraldo, 'They know, brother, what I have told you, 
which will not cure any great matter; and all the ex. 
cellency of their art confiſts in pompous nonſenſe, in 
a ſpecious babbling, which gives you words * of 
reaſons, and promiſes inſtead of effects. 

Argan. But in ſhort, brother, there are people as 
wiſe and as learned as yourſelf; and we Tee that all 
the world have recourſe to phyſicians in ſickneſs. 

Beralda. That is a mark of human weakneſs, and not 
of the truth of their abilities. 

Argan. But phyſicians themſel ves muſt needs be- 


lieve in the truth of their 15 ſince they make uſe of it 
themſelves. 


Beraldo. The reaſon of that is, becauſe there are 


ſome amongſt them, who are themſelves in the popu+ 
lar error by which they profit, and others who make a 
profit of it without being in it. For example, your 
Mr. Purgon knows no artifice; he is a thorough phy- 
fician, from head to foot. One that believes in his 
rules, more than in all the demonſtrations of the ma- 
thematics, and who would think it a crime but to be 


willing to examine them; who ſees nothing obſcure 
in phyſic, nothing dubious, nothing difficult, and who 


with an impetuoſity of prepoſſeſſion, and obſtinacy of” 


aſſurance, and a brutality void of common ſenſe and 
reaſon, bleeds and purges at hazard, and ſtops at no- 
thing. He means no ill in all that he does for you, 


it is with the beſt principle in the world, that he will 


diſpatch you, and he will do no more in killing you, 
than what he has done to his wife and children, and 


what upon occaſion he would do to himſelf. 


Argan. That is becauſe you diſlike him, brotber 
But in ſhort, let us: come to fact. What muſt we do 


then, when we are ſick? | 
Beraldo. Nothing,. brother. . « 
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Argan. Nothing? | Woo Be 
Beraldo. Nothing, brother. We muſt only keep 

ourſelves quiet. Nature herſelf, would we let. her 
done, will gently deliver herſelf from the diforder ſhe 
is fallen into. It is our inquietude and 1mpatience 
which ſpoils all, and almoſt all men die of their bank 


fic, and not of their diſorders. 
Argan. But you muſt allow, brother, that we e may 


aſiſt this nature by particular things. 

' Beraldo. Alas, brother, theſe are mere notions. 
which we love to feed ourſelves with; and atall times 
ſome fine imaginations have crept in amongſt men 
which we are apt to believe becauſe they flatter us, 
and that it were to be wiſhed they were true. When 
a phyſician talks to you of aſſiſting and ſupporting na- 
ture, of removing from her what is hurtful, and giving 
her what is defective, of re-eſtabliſhing her and reſtor- 


ing her to a full exerciſe of her functions: when he 


talks to you of rectifying the blood, refreſhing the 
bowels, and the brain, correcting the ſpleen, reftoring 


the lungs, fortifying the heart, re-eſtabhſhing and pre- 


ſerving the natural heat, and of having ſecrets to 
lengthen out life for a long term of years; he repeats 
to you exactly the romance of phyſic, But when you 


come to the truth and experience of it, you find no- 
thing of all this, and it is like thoſe fine dreams which 


leave you nothing upon waking but the regret of having 
believed them. 


Argan. That is to ſay, that all the knowledge of 
the world is ſhut up in your head; and you pretend 
to know more of it than all the n phyſicians of our 


age. 


Beraldo. In talk, and in things, your great ohyſici= 
ans are two ſorts of people. Hear them talk, they are 


"x iS. AY 
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the moſt ſkilful perſons in the world: See them act, 1 
and they are the moſt ignorant of all men. 


4 

Argan. Alas! By what I perceive, you are. a grand ſici. 
Fg and J heartily wiſh that ſome one of thoſe gen- 1 
tlemen were here to pay off your CCR, and check ans 
your prating. | 
Beraldo. Indeed, brother, Ido not make it my bu-W ec 


fineſs to attack the faculty, and every one at their pe- 
rils and fortune, may believe what they pleaſe. What ane 
I fay of it is only amongſt ourſelves, and I could wiſh anc 
to have been able to deliver you a little out of the er- he; 
ror you are in, and could carry you to ſee one of Mo- bu 
liere's comedies upon this ſubject to amuſe you. 
Argan. Your Mohere with his comedies- is a ſine the 
| impudent fellow, and I think him very pleaſant to pre- ¶ pai 
ö tend to bring on the e ſuch worn people. as the 
Peiner ch 
Beraldo.. It is not the are chat he expoſes lit 
| but the ridiculouſneſs of phyſic. ed 
i Argan. It is mighty fine for him to pretend to con- ¶ tic 
| trol the faculty; a fine ſimpleton, a ſaucy creature, to 2 
make a jeſt of conſultations and preſcriptions, to attack. ¶ or 
the body of phyſicians, and to bring on the ſtage ſuch m 
venerable. perſons as thoſe gentlemen, ': cl 
Beraldo. What would you have him bring oat, but ar 
. the different profeſſions of men? They bring there eve- i 5. 
ry day princes and kings, who are of as good a famiy) W 
as the phyſicians. 
Argan. Now by all that is terrible, if I was a phy- 
ſitian I would be revenged of his impudence, and, when 
he. was ſick, let him die without aſſiſtance. He ſhould. 
ſay and do in vain, I would not preſcribe him the leaſt 
bleeding, - the ſmalleſt clyſter, and would ſay to him, 
periſh, periſh, it will learn you another time to make 
a joke of the faculty. 
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Beraldo. You are in a great rage at him. 

Argan. Yes, be is a fooliſh fellow; and if the phy- 
ficians are wiſe, they will do as I ſay. 
Beraldo. He will be ſtill wiſer than your phyſici- 
ans: For he will not aſk any aſſiſtance from them. 
Argan. So much the worſe for him, if he has not 
-Mreccourſe to remedies. _ N 
Beraldo. He has his reaſons for not intending it, 
and he thinks that it is not proper but for vigorous 
11h and robuſt people, and thoſe who have ſtrength left to 
er- bear the phyſic with the diſeaſe; but for him, he has 
los I but juſt ſtrength to bear his illneſs alone. 

Argan. Very fooliſh reafons, thoſe! Hold, bro- 
ne tber, let us talk no more of that man, for it raiſes my 
e- paſſion, and you will bring my diſtemper upon me. 
he Beraldo. With all my heart, brother; and to 

change the converſation, I muſt tell you, that for a 
little repugnance which your daughter has diſcover- 

ed to you, you ought not to take the violent reſolu- 
n- tion of putting her into a. convent, that in choice of 
o a fon-in-law, you ſhould: not blindly follow a paſſi- 
kf on that tranſports you, and that you ought in this 
hb matter to accommodate . yourſelf. a little to the in- 
| clination of your child, fince it is for all her life, 
t and ſince the whole IR of her nn life de · 
pends on it. 
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$:© RN KD: e. 


Mr. FLEURAN T with a gliſter-pipe in his hand 
ARGAN, BERAL Do. 


ARGAN.. 

H! brother, with your permiſſion. 
Beraldo. How, what would you do? 
Argan. Take this little clyſter here, it will ſoon beff 
done. 
Beraldo. Von are certainly in jeſt. Cannot you 
be one minute without a clyſter or purge? Send it bac 
till ſome other time, and take a little patience. 
Argan. This — Fleura AT, or to-morro 


morning. 
Mr. Fleurant to Beraldo.} For what: jean do yon = 


3 to oppoſe the preſcriptions of the faculty, and ** 
to prevent the gentleman from taking my ron You 
are very pleaſant to beſo frert. 

Beraldo. Be gone, Sir, we ſee very well that you t 

g 


ive not been accuſtomed to ſpeak to people's faces. 
Mr. Fleurant. You ought not to mage a joke of 
phyſic in this manner, and to make me waſte my time. 
Tam not come here but on a good preſcription, and 
I will go tell Mr. Purgon how I have been prevented 
from executing his orders, and from performing my 
function. You will ſee, you will fee—— 
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SCENE v. 


han ( 


2 0A NS E100 


A 


AR GAK . 
DROTHER, you will be the cauſe here of dome 
) diſaſter. 
Beraldo. The great diſaſter of not EY a clyſtey 
agreeable to Mr. Purgon's preſcription! Once more, 
brother, is it poſſible that there ſhould be no way of 
curing you of the diſeafe of the doctor, and will yo 
all your lifetime lie buried in their drugs? 

Argan. Ah, brother, you ſpeak of it like a man that 


IN be 


you 
bac 


ron 
would ſoon change your manner of ſpeaking. It is 


eaſy to talk againſt phyſic, when one is in perfect 
health. 

Beraldo. But what illneſs have you? 

Argan. You will make me mad. I wiſh that you 
had my illneſs, to ſee if you would Pratule thus. Ah! 


ou 

lere comes Mr. Purgon. 

of 

e. 8 Cc E N 1 

id. 

aux. PURGOM ARGAN, BERALD ©, 
y TONE TT. | 


A TC 
Have juſt now been told very pleaſant news below 
at the door; that vou make a joke of my preſcrip- 
tions here, and refuſe to take the remedy which I pre- 
ſcribed. 
Argan. Sir, it was not 


Jo in perfect health; but if you was in my place, you 
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Mr. Purgon. It is great impudence, a ſtrange rebe 
lion of a patient againſt his phyſrcian. 

Toinet. That is terrible. ö 

Mr. Purgon. A clyſter which 1 had che Araſbte 0 
compoſing myſelf. 

Argan. It was not I 

Mr. Purgon. Invented and made up according to a 
the rules of art. 

Toinet. He was wrong. 

Mr. Purgon. And which would have producel 
ſurpriog etfect on the bowels. 

Argan. My brother— 

Mr. Purgon. To return it with contempt! 

Argan pointing to Beraldo. ] It is he—— 
Mr. Purgon. It is an exorbitant action. 
Toinet. It is ſo. N 
MI. Purgon. An enormous nde againk the pro- 
feſſion. 
Argan pointing to Beraldo. ]- He is the cauſe of it. 

Mr. Purgon. A crime of high treaſon againſt the 
faculty, which cannot be ſufficiently puniſhed, 

Toinet. You are certainly in the right. 

Mr. Purgon. I declare to * that I break off all com- 
merce with ou. 

Argan. It is my * * 

Mr. Purgon. That I will have no more to do with 
you. 

Toinet. You will do well. 

Mr. Purgon. And to finiſh all union with you, there 
is the deed of gift which I mage: to wy en? in fa- 
vour of the marriage. 

Argan. It is my brother ha 5 0 all this miſ- 
chief. | 
Mr. Purgon. Toceteme my clyſter! 

Argan. Let i it be brought, 1 will take it immediately. 


Fil 


0 


pi 
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rebe Wir. Purgon. I ſhould have delivered ren n ou 
illneſs before 1t was long. 
Teinet. He does not deſdive i it. 
ire of Mt. Purgon. I was going to cleanſe your hed and 
to have diſcharged it entirely of all its bad — 

Argan. Ah, brother! 

Mr. Purgon. And I wanted no more than a dozen 
purges to dove gone to the bottom with you. 

Toinet. He does not deſerve your care. 
cd Mr. Purgon. But ſince you do not chute to be cured 
by my hands 
Argan. It is not my fault. 
Mr. Purgon. Since you have ſorſaken the ne; 
which a man owes to his phyſician, 
Toinet. That cries for: vengeance. 
Mr. Purgon. Since you have declared againſt the 
pro. remedies I have preſcribed you, 

Argan. .Ah, not ar all. 

Mr. Purgon. I'muſt inform you thatT 3 you 
to your evil conſtitution, to the intemperature of your 
bowels, the corruption of your blood, the acrimony of 
pour bile, and the feculency of your humours. 

m- Toinet. It is very well done. 

Argan. Oh! heavens! | 
: Mr. Purgon. And my intention is that within four 
it days time you enter into an incurable ſtate. 

Argan. Ah! mercy! 

Mr. Purgon. That you fall into a Bradypepſia. 
e Argan. Mr. Purgon! 
a- Mr. Purgon. From a n into a D yſpepſia, 
| Argan. Mr. Purgon! 
1 Mr. Purgon. From a Dyſpepſia into an n-Apeplia. 
Argan. Mr. Purgon! 
Mr. Purgon. From an Apepſia 1 into a Lienteria. 

gan. Mr. Purgon! 


it. 
the 
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Nr. Purgon. From a Lienteria into a Diſfenteria; 
Argan. Mr. Purgon! _ | 
Mr. Purgon. From a Diſſenteria into a a Dropſy: 
Argan. Mr. Purgon ! 

Mr. Purgon. And from a \ Dropſy i into a privation 0 

life, which will be the end of your __- 


SCENE VII. 
A R & 4 M, 2 2 11 5 o. 


ARG AN. 
H heavens, I am dead! brother Top Have un- 
done me. | 
Beraldo. Why! what is the matter? 
Argan. I can hold no _—_— I "a I already that 
the faculty is taking its revenge. 

Beraldo. Faith, brother, you are a fodl, ** 1 weld 
not for a great len that you ſhould be ſeen doing what 
you do. Pray feel your on pulſe, tome to yourlelf 
again, and do not be fo much ruled by your mag 
— ENIT 
Argan. You ſee, LIES the Arange diſcaſes he has 
——— me with. 

Peraldo. What a fooliſni man you are! 

Argan. He ſaid I ſhould be incurable in leſs than 


four days. 


Beraldo. Amd of what conſequence. is it Mahn he 


ſaid? One would imagine that you thought Mr. Pur- 
gon an oracle, and that he held the thread of your 
days in his hand, and could by ſupreme authority 
prolong or cut it ſhort as he thought proper. Conſi- 
der that the principles of your life are in yourſelf, and 
that the anger of Mr. Purgon is as incapable of killing 
you, as his remedics ate of keeping you alive. Here 
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„is an opportunity, if you have a mind to it, to rid your- 5 
ſelf of the doctors, or if you was not born to be able 
to live without them, it is eaſy ro have another of 
them, with whom, ras you may run the leſs ha- 


n oi zard. 1 


Argan. Ah! brother, he knew perfectly my con- 
ſtitution, and in what manner to manage me 
Beraldo. I muſt confeſs to you, that you are a man 
of great prepoſſeſſion, and that you are wonderfully in- 


fatuated. 


8 EN E VIII. 
un- 4 e e | . 
ARGAN, frets TOINET,. 


(3 ToIiNET to Argan. 
IR, a doctor below deſires to ſee you. 
oy Argan. What doctor? 
Toinet. A doctor of phyſic. 
ſelf ] Argan. I aſk thee who he is. 
gi- Toinet. Really. I cannot tell, but he is as like me 
as two drops of water, and if I was not certain that 
125 my mother was an honeſt woman, I ſhould ſufpect that 
this was ſome little brother te had given me ſince my 
father s death. , 


an] Argan. Let him come in. 

e e 

ir- 0 Þ 340 r | „ Jin 

5 LTC 4% W 1 A Ds 
ty oats ror? | | 5 
i- 


8 E RAL Do. 

ad 3 U are ſerved to your deſire. One ies leaves 
» | you, and another offers himſelf to you. 

| | E 
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Argan. I am much afraid that you are the cauſe of 
fome misfortune. 8 : 
Beraldo. Again! are you always upon that topic? 
Argan. See how-I have at heart all thoſe diſtempers 
which I do not know, thoſe—— | 


8 R NR X. 


AR GAN, B E R A L DO, TOINE IT 
dreſſed like a phyſician. 


fror N R 1. 
LLOW me, Sir, to pay you a viſit, and to offer 
you my {mall ſervices for all the bleedings and 


purgations you may have occaſion for. 


Argan. Sir, Jam extreamly-obliged to you. [to 


Beraldo.] Really, Toinet herſelf! 


Toinet. Excuſe me a little, Sir, I had forgot to 


give my ſervant a melagns I will return directly. 


SCENE XI. 
AR 8 A N, 1 R & 4, 0. 
ARGAN. 


AH! would you not think that it 3s Toinet? 
Beraldo. The likeneſs is certainly very great. 


But this is not the firſt time we have ſeen theſe ſort of 


things, and hiſtories are replete with * ſports of 


nature. 


Argan. For my part I am amazed at it, he IR 


do 


of 


8 
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SCENE XI. 
ARGAN, BERAL DO, TOIN Ex. 


TOINE T. 
RAY, Sir, what do you want? 
Argan. What? 

| Toinet. Did you not call me? 

Argan. I? no. 

Toinet. I have been miſtaken then. 

Argan. Stay a little here, and ſee how much this 
doctor is like thee. 


Toinet. Yes, really; I have other buſineſs below, 
and I have ſeen enough of him. 


SCENE XIIL 


AR G AN, BER A L D o. 
ARGAN. 
F I had not ſeen them both together, I ſhould have 
believed it was the ſame. 

| Beraldo. I have read amazing things of theſe kind 
of teſemblances, and we have ſeen of them in our times, 
where every body have been deceived. 

Argan. For my part, this would have deceived me, 
and I ſhould have ſworn it was the ſame perſon. 


E 2 
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SCENE XIV: 


ARGAN, BERAL DO, TOINET 
dreſſed like a phyſician. 


TOINE T. 
IR, I ſincerely aſk pardon, 
Argan aſide to Beraldo.] This is ſurpriſt ing. 
Toinet. Pray, Sir, do not be diſpleaſed at my curi- 
oſity, I had a defire to ſee ſuch an illuſtrious patient as 
you rare; your reputation, which reaches every where, 
may dart the freedom I have taken. 
Argan. I am your ſervant. | 
We oe I perceive, Sir, that you look earneſtly at 
: how old do you think Iam? 
re ae 1 imagine that you may be twenty- ſix, or 


twenty-ſeven at moſt. 


Toinet. Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha! I am fourſcore and 
ten! | 

Argan. Fourſcore and ten! 

'Foinet. Yes. You ſee an effect of the ſecrets of my 
art, to preſerve me thus freſh and ſtrong. 


Argan. Really, a fine youthful old r for « one off 


fourſcore and ten. 

Toinet. I am an itinerant phyſician, that go fro 
town to town, province to province, kingdom to king- 
dom, to ſeck out famous matter for my capacity, te 


find patients worthy of employing myſelf on, ca: 


pable of exerciſing the great and noble ſecrets which 
have diſcovered in phyſic. I difdain to amuſe myſe! 


with the little fry of common diſeaſes, with the trifle 


of rheumatiſms and defluxions, agues, vapours, ant 
megrims. I would have diſeaſes of conſequence, goot 
perpetual fevers, with a diſordered brain, good purp 
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fevers, good plagues, good confirmed dropſies, good 


pleurifies, with inflammations of the lungs, this is what 
pleaſes me, this is what I triumph in; and I with, Sir, 
that you had all the diſorders I have Juſt now menti- 
oned, that you was abandoned by all the phyſicians, 
deſpaired of, at the point: of death, that I might. demon- 
ſtrate to you the excellency of my remedies, and the 
defire I have to do you ſervice. 

Argan. I am: obliged to you, Sir, for your kind 
I 
Toinet. Allow me to feel your pulſe. Come then, 


beat as yon ſhould. Aha, I ſhall make you go as you 


ought. Ho, this. pulſe plays the impertinent; I ob- 
ferve you do not know me yet. Who is your phy- 
fican? 

Argan. Mr. Purgon. 

Toinet, That man is not wrote in my table-book a- 
mongſt the eminent phyſicians. What does he call 
your illneſs? 

Argan. He ſays that it is the nen and others ſay. 


that it is the ſpleen. 


Toinet. They are all blockheads, your diforder.i is in 
your lungs. 

Argan. Lungs? 
Toinet. Yes, what do you feel? 

Argan. I feel pains frequently in my head. 

Toinet. The lungs to be ſure. 

Argan. I ſeem ſometimes to have a dimneſs 8 


my eyes. 


Toinet. The lungs. 


Argan. I have ſometimes a pain at the heart. 
Toinet. The lungs exactly. 


Argan. I ſometimes. have a wearineſs in all my 


Aae 


Toinet. The lungs indeed. 
E 3 
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Argan. And ſometimes I am attacked with Pain 


in my belly reſembling the cholic. | 
Taser. Tus lungs. You have an appetite for wha 


you eat? | 
Argan. Yes. 5 | | ] 
Toinet. The lungs, Tou have no diſlike to drink 
ing a little wine? | | 
Argan. No, Sir. 
Toinet. The lungs. Tou take a little nap aſter re 
paſt, and are ready to ſleep? 
Argan. Yes, Sir. l 
Toinet. The lungs, the lungs I Are you. What 
does your phyſician order you for diet? | 
Argan. Soop. | 
Toinet. Ignorant! 
Argan. Fowl. | | 
'Foinet. Fooliſh! | 
Argan. Veal. „ . 
Toinet. Stupid! | 
Argan. Broth. . 
Toinet. Fooliſh! | 
Argan. New-laid eggs. 
Toinet. Ignorant! | 
Argan. And a few prunes. at night to relax the 
belly. 
Argan. And above all to drink my wine well di- 
luted, | = * 
Toinet. Ignorantus, ignoranta, ignorantum. You 
muſt have your wine unmixed, and to thicken your 
blood, you muſt eat good fat beef, good fat pork, good 
Dutch cheeſe, good rice guel, and chefnuts and wa- 
fers, to thicken and conglutinate. Tour doctor is a 
blockhead. I vill ſend you one of my own choice, 
and will come and ſee you from time to 1 as long 
as I ſtay in this town. Lt 
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Argan. You will greatly oblige me. 

Toinet. What the devil da. you. do with this arm? 

Argan. How? 

Toinet. Here is an arm I would cut off directly, were 
I in your place. 

Argan. And for what? 

Toinet. Do not you ſee that attraQts all the. nou- 
riſhment to itſelf, and hinders this fide from growing? 

Argan. Yes, but I cannot want my arm. | 

Toinet You have a right-eye there too that I 1 
pluck out if 1 were in your place. 

Argan. Pluck out an eye? 

Toinet. Do not you find it incommodes the other, 
and robs it of all its nouriſhment? Take my advice, 
have it plucked out immediately, you will ſee the clear- 
er with the left eye. 

Argan. There is ne occaſion for haſte in this af- 
fair. 

Toinet. Farewell. I am ſorry to leave you ſo ſoon, 
but I mutt be preſent at a grand conſultation we are to 
have about a man who died yeſterday. 

Argan. About a man who died yeſterday! 

Toinet. Yes, to conſult and fee what ought to have 
been done to have cured him. Farewell. 

Argan. You know that fick people are excuſed from 
Ceremony. 


SCENE XV, 
ARGAN, BER A L D 0. 


B E RAL Do. 
HY now, this doctor ſeems to be a very un- 
derſtanding man. 
"Aim. Yes; but goes a little too faſt. 
E 4 
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Beraldo. All your great phyſicians do ſo. 

Argan. To cut off my arm, and pluck out my eye, 
that the other may be better! I would much. rather 
that it ſhould not be quite ſo well. A pretty opera- 
tion indeed, to make me both blind and lame at once. 


8 0 EN E XVI. 
A RGAN, B E RAL PDO, TOINE x. 


Tolx Er pretending to talk with ſomebody. 


O, no, I am your humble ſervant for that. I 
am not in a merry humour. 
Argan. What is the matter ? 
Toinet. Your phyſician, truly, wants to feel my 
pulſe. | 

Argan. Obſerve, there, at fourſcore and ten years 
of age. | 

Beraldo. Well, come, dene Gy nce your Mr, Pur- 
gon has differed with you, will you give me leave te 
ſpeak of the match, which is propoſed for my niece. 

Argan. No, brother, I will put her into a convent, 
as ſhe oppoſed my inclinations. I ſee plainly there is 
ſome intrigue in the caſe, and I have diſcovered a cer- 
tain ſecret interview, which they do not know I 
have diſcovered. | 

Beraldo, Well, brother, allowing there were ſome 
little inclination, would that be ſo offenſive, and can 
any thing appear criminal, when all this tends.only to 
what is very honeſt, as matrimony? | 

Argan. Be it as it will, ome, ſhe ſhall be a nun, 
that I am reſolved upon. 
Beraldo. You will pleaſe a particular perſon very 
much. 
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Argan. I underſtand you. You are always harp- 
ing upon that ſtring, and my wife ſticks in yon ſto- 


mach very much. 


Beraldo. Well, yes, brother, aner I ny" ſpeak 
freely, it is your wife which I mean; and I can no 
more endure the infatuation you are under in reſpect to 
her, than I can your infatuation in reſpect to phyſic, 
nor to ſee you run headlong i: into deen ſnare ſhe lays 
for you. 


Toinet. Ah, Sir, do not talk of madam, ſhe is a 


woman of whom there is nothing to be ſaid; "A wt 


man without artifice, and who loves my maſter, who 
loves him One cannot expreſs how much. 
Argan. Aſk her but how fond ſhe is of me. 
Toinet. It is true. 
Argan. What pain my fickneſs gives her. 
Toinet. Moſt certainly. 
Argan. And. the care and the TROY ſhe takes about 


Toinet: It is true. es Beraldo.] Do you chuſe 1 
ſhould convince you, and ſhew you ſoon how madam 


loves my maſter? ſto Argan. ] Sir, let me undeceive 


him, and free him from his miſtake. 

Argan. How? 

Toinet. My miſtreſs is juſt come back. Set your- 
ſelf down in this chair, ſtretched out at your full 
length, and feign yourſelf dead. You will ſee the di- 


ftreſs ſhe will be in when Thave acquainted her with 
the news. 


Argan. I will do it. 

Toinet. Ves, but do not let her remain in deſpair 
long, for ſhe may probably die by it. 

Argan. Let me alone. 


Toinet to Beraldo.) Conceal yourſelf in this cor- 
ner. 


E 5 
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SCENE XVII. 
ARG AN, TOEINE'T. 


ARGAN. 
S there not ſome hazard in counterfeiting death ? 
Toinet. No, no. What hazard can there be? 
Only ftretch yourſelf out there. It will be a great 


pleaſure to confound your brother. Here is my miſ- 
treſs. Steady as you are. 


8 CEN E XVIIL 


BELINA, Alcan ſtretched out in his chair, Pon. 
NET. 


ToINET pretending not to ſee Belins, | 
H! heavens! oh! wretched! what a ſtrange ac- 
cident! | 

Belina. What is the matter, Toinet 

Toinet. Ah, madam! 

Belina. What is the matter ? 

Toinet. Your huſband 1s dead. 

Belina. My huſband dead ? 

| Toinet. Oh! yes. The poor ſoul is defunct. 

Belina. Certainly? 

Toinet. ee MP No body knows of this affair as 
yet, I was here all alone with him. He juſt now di- 
ed in my arms. 0 ſee him laid at his full length 
in this chair. 

Belina. God be thanked. Here I am delivered from 
a terrible burden. What a fool art thou, 'Toinet, to 
be ſo afflicted at his death! 

Teinet. Madam, I thought that we ought to cry. 


. 


T 


| troubleſome wretch to all the world, a filthy, nauſeous 


take all his keys. 
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Belina. Go, go, it is not worth while. There is no 
Toſs of him, and what good did he do upon earth? A 


fellow, never without a clyſter, or a doſe of phyſic in 
his guts; always ſniveling, coughing, or ſpittipg; a 
ſtupid, tedious, ill- natured creature; for ever fati- 
guing people, and bawling continually at his maids and 
his footmen. 
Toinet. An admirable funeral oration! 

Belina. Toinet, you muſt help me to execute my 
intention, and you may depend upon it, in ſerving 
me your recompence is certain. Since it is ſo lucky 
no body is yet acquainted with the affair, let us carry 
him to his bed, and keep his death a ſecret, until I 
have accompliſhed my buſineis. There are ſome pa- 
pers, and there is ſome money, that I have a mind to 
ſeize on, and it is not juſt that I ſhould have paſt the 
prime of my years with him, without any manner of 
advantage. Come, Toinet, let us in the fir!t place 


Argan ſtarting up haſtily.] Not fo ſaft. 

Belina- Ah! 

Argan. Ay, miſtreſs wife, is this your affection for 
me? 

Toinet. Ah, hah, the defunct is not dead. 

Argan to Belina, who makes off.] I am very glad to 
diſcover your love, and to have heard the fine pane- 
gyric you made upon me. It is a wholeſome piece 
of advice, which will make me wiſe for the future, and 
prevent me doing a good many things I intended. 


E' 6 
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SCENE XIX. 


BERAL DO coming out of the place where he was hid, 
| ARGAN, TOINET.: 


BERALDO. 
ELL, brother, you ſee how it is, 

Toinet. Really, I could never have believed 
it. But I hear your daughter; place yourſelf as you 
were, and let us ſee how ſhe will receive the accounts 
of your death, It is a-tning-which. it will not be at all 
amiſs to try, and ſince your hand is in, you will know, 
by this means, how much you are —— by your 


family. 
[Beraldo conceals himſelf again. 


SCENE XX. 
ARGAN, ANGELICA, TOINE T. 
ToINET pretending not to ſee Angelica. 


H heaven! ah! fad affair! unlucky-day! 
Angelica. What 1s the matter with you, Toi- 


net, and what do you cry for? 


Toinet. Oh! I have melancholy news to acquaint 
you with. : 

Angelica. Eh ? what? 

« 'Toinet. Your father is dead. 

Angelica. Ah, Toinet, my father dead? 

'Toinet. Yes, you ſee him there, he died this mo- 
ment of a fainting fit which he was ſeized with. 
Angelica. Heavens! what a misfortune! cruel fate! 
Alas! muſt I loſe my father, the only perſon 1 had 
eft in t he world! and muſt I alſo, to increaſe my de- 
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77 


a can I find ah ſo CO. a loſs! 5 
SCENE XXI. 
ARGAN, ANGELICA, CLEAN 1516 ES, TOINE T. 
CLEANTHES. 
H AT ails you, fair Angelica? and what mif. 


fortune makes you weep? 
Angelica. I weep for the death of my — the 


greateſt loſs I could meet with. 


Cleanthes. Heavens! what an unexpected ſtroke! 


Alas! after the demand I had intreated your uncle to 


make of you in marriage, I was coming to preſent my- 

ſelf to him, to endeavour by my reſpects and intreaties 

to incline his-heart to grant you to my wiſhes. 
Angelica. Ah! Cleanthes, let us ſpeak no more of 


it. Let us here lay aſide all thoughts of marriage. 
After the death of my father, J will have nothing more 


to do with the world, I renounce it for ever. Yes, 
my dear father, if I have oppoſed your inclinations 


lately, I will follow one of your intentions at leaſt, and 
make amends, by that, [kneeling] for the concern I 
_ accuſe myſelf of having given you. Allow me, father, 
now to give you my promiſe of it, and to embrace you, 


to witneſs to you my reſentment. 

Argan embracing Angelica.“ Oh! uy child! 

Angelica. Hah! 

Argan. Come, be not afraid, I am not dead, Come, 
thou art my true fleſh and blood, my real daugh- 
ter, and I am delighted that I have diſcoyered thy af- 
Aries 
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SCENE XXIL 


ARGAN, BERALDO, ANGELICA, CLEAN- 
THES, TOINET. 


. ANGELICA. 155 

* am I ſurpriſed! Since, by very 

good fortune, heaven reſtores you to my wiſhes, 
Sir, allow me here to throw myſelf at your feet, to 
implore one favour of you. If you are not favourable 
to the inclination of my heart, if you refuſe me Clean- 
thes for a huſband; I conjure you at leaſt, not to ob- 
lige me to marry another. This is all the favour I aſk 
of you. 

Cleanthes throwing himſelf at Argan's feet J Ah! 
Sir, permit yourſelf to be touched with her intreaties 
and mine; and do not ſhew yourſelf averſe to the mu- 
tual ardors of ſo agreeable a paſſion. 

Beraldo. Brother, can you withſtand this? _ 
Toinet. Sir, can you be inſenſible of ſo much love. 


Argan. Let him turn phyſician, I conſent to the 


marriage. [to Cleanthes, ] Yes, Sir, turn Phyicjany and 
you ſhall have her, 

Cleanthes. Moſt willingly. If ; it only ſticks at that, 
Sir, to become your ſon-in-Jaw, I will be a phyſician, 
and even an apothecary, if you chuſe it. I ſhould do 
much more to obtain the fair Angelica. 


Beraldo, But, brother, I have juſt malinded, that 


the conveniency will be much greater to turn phyſici- 
an yourſelf, and have all that you want within yourſelf. 
Toinet. Very true. That is the right way to cure 


yourſelf ſoon; and there is no diſtemper ſo daring, as 


to meddle with the perſon of a phyſician. 
Argan. I fancy, you banter me, brother. Am I of 
an age to ſtudy? 5 
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Beraldo. Pſhaw, ſtudy! why, you are learned e- 
nough ; there are a great many among them, who do 
not know more than yourſelf. 

Argan. But one ſhould know how to ſpeak Latin 
well, to know the diſtempers, and the remedies proper 
to apply to them. 

Beraldo. You will learn all that by putting on the 
robe and cap of a phyſician, and you will afterwards 
be more ſkilful than you would wiſh to be. 

Argan. What! do people underſtand how to con- 
verſe upon diſtempers, when they have on that habit ? 

Beraldo, Yes. You have nothing to do, but to 
talk; with a gown and cap, any ſtuff becomes learned, 
and nonſenſe becomes ſenſe. | 

Toinet. Hold, Sir, were there no more than your 
beard, that goes a great way already; a beard makes 
more than half in the compoſition of a doQtor. 

Cleanthes. At worſt, I am ready to do every thing. 

Beraldo to Argan. Will you have the thing done 
directly? 

Argan. How directly? 


Beraldo. Ves, and in your own houſe. 


Argan. In my own houſe? 

Beraldo. Yes, I know a body of phyſicians, my 
friends, who will come immediately and perform the 
ceremony in your hall. It will coſt you nothing. 

Argan. But what ſhall I ſay, what ſhall I anſwer ? 

Beraldo. They will inſtruct you in a few words, and 
they will give you in writing, what you are to ſay. 
Go dreſs yourſelt in a decent manner, I will go ſend 
for them. | 

Argan. Very well, do ſo. 
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SCENE THE LAST. 


| TOINE T. 


CLEANTHES. 
HAT are you going to do with this body of 
your friends? 

Toinet. What is your intention? 

Beraldo. We are going to amuſe ourſelves a little 
this evening. The players have made an interlude of 
a doctor's admiſſion with dances and muſic, I defire we 
may take the diverſion of it together, and that my 
brother may be the chief performer in it. 

Angelica. But, uncle, methinks you uu upon my 
father rather too much. | 

Beraldo. Dear Angelica, this is not FX mock playing 
on him, as giving into. his fancies. We' may.each of 
us take a part in it ourſelves, and ſo perform the co- 
medy to one another. 'The carnival will permit us to 
do all this. Let us go immediately to put every thing 
in readineſs. 

Cleanthes to Angelica. ] Do you agree to it? 

Angelica. I will agree to every thing of which my 
uncle takes the management. 
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FIRST EN TRY, 


Upholſterers enter dancing to prepare the hall, and 
place the benches to muſic. 


SECOND. ENTRY. 


A cavalcade of phyſicians to the ſound of inſtruments. 
Perſons carrying clyſter- pipes which repreſent ma- 
ces, enter firſt. Afﬀter them come. the apothecaries 
with their mortars, ſurgeons and doctors two by two, 
who place themſelves on each ſide the ſtage, whilſt the 
preſident aſcends a chair, which is placed in the mid- 
dle, and Argan who is to be admitted a doctor of 
phyſic, places himſelf on a low ſtool at the foot of the 
pref:dent's chair. 


PRAEASE 8. 
Ca. mi dloctores, 
Medicine profeſſores, 
Qui hic aſſemblati eftis; 
Et vos altri meſſiores, 
Sententiarum facultatis 
Fideles executores 3 
Chirurgiani et apothicari, 
Atque tota campania auſſi, 
Salus, honor, et argentum, 
Atque bonum appetitum. 
Non poſſum, docti confreri, 
In me ſatis admirari, 
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 Dualis bona inventio, 
Eft medici profeſſio ; 
Juam bella choſa eft, et. bene trouvara, 
Medicina benedifta. 2 
Duae ſuo nomine ſolo 
Marveloſo miraculs 
Since ſi longo tempore: 
Has made in clover vivere 
So many people omni genere. 
Per totam terram videmus 
Grandam vogam ubi ſumus ; 
Et quod grandes et petiti 
Sunt de nobis infatutt : 
Totus mundus currens ad noſtros remedios, 
Nos regardat ſicut deos, 
Et noftris praeſcriptionibus 
Principes et reges ſubjectos videtis. 
is therefore noſtra ſapientia, 
Bonus ſenſus atque prudentiu, 
Strongly for to travaillare,. 
| A nos bene conſervare © 
In tali credito, voga et honore; 
Et take care a'non recevere 
In noſtro dofto corpore 
Duam perſonas capabiles, 
Et totas dignas fillire © 
Has plagas henorabiles.. 
For that nunc convocati gſtis, 
Et credo quod findebitis 
 Dignam matieram medici, 
In Havanti homine that there you fee; 
Whom 'in thingis omnibus 
Domo ad interrogandum 
Et & bottom examinandum 
Veſtris capacitatibus. 


THE HYPOCHONDRIAC. 
Firſt Doctor. Si mihi licentiam dat dominus pracſes. 
; Et tanti docti doctores, 
Et afſiſtantes illuſtres, 
Learnidiſſimo bacheliers 
Duem eftimo et hanoro, 
Demandabo cauſam et rationem, quare 
Opium facit dormire ? 
Argan. Mihi à dofto doftore 
Demandatur cauſam et rationem, quare 
Opium facit dormire. 


To which reſpondeo, 
Quia eff in ea 
Virtus dormitiva, 
Cujus eft natura 
Senſus ſtupifere. 
Chorus. Bene, bene, bene, bene, reſpandere, 
Dignus dignus eft intrare 
In noſiro docto corpore. 
Second Doctor. Gum permifſione domini eragſuis, 
Doctiſſimae facultatis, n 
Et totius his naſtris actis 
Companiae aſſiſtantis, 
Demandabo tibi, docte bacheliere, 
Quae ſunt remedia, 
Duae in maladia 
Calld Hydropiſia 
Convenit facere? 
Argan. Cliſterium donare, 
Poſtea bleedare, 
Afterwards purgare. | 
Chorus. Bene, bene, bene, bene reſpondere 
Dignus, dignus eſt intrare 
In noſtro docto corpore. | 
Third Doctor. Si bonum ſemblatur e 
Doctiſimae facultati 
Et companiae praeſenti, 
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Demandabo tibi, docte bacheliere, 
Quae remedia eticis, 
Pulmonicis atque aſmaticis 
Do you think a- propos facere? 
Argan. Clifterium donare, 
Poftea bleedare, 
Afterwards purgare.. 
Chorus. Bene, bene, bene, bene reſpondere: 7 
| Dignus, dignus eſt intrare 
In noftro docto corpore. 


Fourth Doctor. Super illas maladias, 


Doctus bachelierus dixit maravillas : 
But if I do not teize and fret ne, e dem, 
Doctiſimam facultatem, | 
Et totam honarabilem 
Companiam hearkennantem ; 
Faciam illi unam quaeſtionem. 
Laſt night patientus unus 
. Chanc'd to fall in meus manus-: 
Habet grandam fievram cum redoublamentis 
Grandum dolorem capitis, 
Et grandum malum in his ſi- de, 
Cum granda difficultate _ 
Et pena reſpirare. N 
Be pleas'd then to tell me, 
Docte bacheliere, ba 
Quid illi facere? 
Argan. Cliſterium donare, 
Paſtea bleedare, ; 
Afterwards purgare. 
Fifth Doctor. But if maladia. 
Opiniatria, | 
Non vult fe curirey 


Luid illi facere? 


THE ron 2 


Argan. cel terium donare, 
Poſtea bleedare, 
Afterwards purgare. 
 Rebleedare, repurgare, et reclyſlerifare. 
Chorus. Bene, bene, bene, bene«reſpondere : 
Dignus, dignus eſt intrare 
In noſtro docto corpore. 
The Preſident to Argan. ] Juras keepare flatuta 
Per facultatem praeſcripta, 
Cum ſenſu et jugeamento? 
Argan. Juro. 
The Preſident. To be in omnibus 
Conſultationibus 
Ancieni aviſo; 
Aut bono, 
Aut baddo? 
Argon. Juro. | | 
The Preſident. That thowlt never te Jervire 
De remediis aucunis, 
| Than only thoſe doftae facultatis ; 
Should the patient burſt- C 
Et mori de ſuo malo? 
Argan. 7uro. 
The Prefident. Ego cum ito bonets 
Venerabili et docto, 
Dono tibi et concedo 
Virtutem et powerantiam, 
Medicandi, 
Purgandi, 
Bleedandi, 
Prichandi, 
Cuttandi, 
Slaſbandi, 
Et occidendi 
Impune per totam terram. 
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The Surgeons and apothecaries bow to muſic to 
Argan. 


ARG AN. 
G ANDES doctores doctrinae, 
Of rhubarbe and of fone : 
d be in me without doubt one thinga follay 
Tnepta et ridicula, 
1f I ſhould m'engageare 
Jobis louangeas donare, 
Et pretendebam addare 
Des lumieras au ſoleillo, 
Et des etoilas au cielo, 
Des ondas a Paceans; 
Et des rofas to the ſpringo. 
Agree that in one wordo 
Pro toto remercimento 
Randam gratiam corpori tam docto, 
Vobis, vobis debe 
More than to naturae, et than 25 patri meo 
Natura et puter meus © 
Hominem me habent fattum: 
But vos me, that which is plus, 
Avetis factum medicum. | 
Honor, favor, et gratia, 
Qui in hoc corde que voila, = 
Imprimant reſſentimenta 
Qui dureront in ſaecula. 
Chorus. Vivat, vivat, vivat, vivat, for ever vivat 
| Novus doctor, qui tam bene ſpeakat, | 
Mille, mille annis, et manget et bibat, 
Et blecdet et fillat. 
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FOURTH ENTRY, 


All the ſurgeons and apothecaries dance to the 
ſound of the inſtruments and voices, and clapping of 
hands, and apothecaries mortars. 


; FIRST SURGEON. 
M44 The ſee doftas 
*  Suas praeſcriptionas 
-Omnium chirurgorum, 
Et apotiquarum 
| Fillere ſhopas. 
Chorus. Vivat, vivat, vivat, for ever vivat 
Novus doctor, qui tam bene ſpeakat, 
Mille mille annis, et manget et bibat, 
Et bleedat et killat. 
Second Surgeon. May all his anni 
| Be to him boni 
Et favorabiles, 
Et n'habere jamais 
Quam plaguas, poxas, 
Fievras, plureſias, ̃ 
Bloody fluxies et diſſenterias. 
Chorus. Vivat, vivat, vivat, vivat, for ever vivat: 
Novus doctor, qui tam bene ſpeakat, 
Mille, mille annis, et manget et bibat, 
Et bleedet et Rtillat. 


IF TE and laſt ENTRY. 
While the chorus is ſinging, the doctors, ſurgeons 
and apothecaries go out all according to their ſever 


ral ranks, with the ſame ceremony they entered. 
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